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THE Reception Mr. Wilkes's Letters have 
met with, on their feparate Appearance, has 
induced one of his fincereft Friends to pre- 
fent the Public with an entire Colledion of 
them, as a lafting Monument of the refo- 
lute Stand made for Liberty, againft Mini- 
fterial Oppreffion and Tyranny, and of the 
unparalleled Ufage of the Author ; in a Coun- 
try too, famed for Freedom from the earliefl 
Records of Time ! — This is a Prefent which 
he makes no doubt will be well received 
by his Friends in particular, and be no lefs 
agreeable to all Lovers of the Britifh Conflitu- 
tion in general ; and no fuch, he really believes,. 

can ever be Enemies to Mr. Wilkes. 

« •* 

The Editor's ididing a few Miles from Paris, 
wiU, Ms hoped, be an Excufe with the Candid 
for die Errors of the Prefs. 
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fl^^'^^R. Seeker prefentshis fompl;-' 
' M I ments to Mr. Wilkes, he has 
•»<-«® been three times at his houie to 
wait on him from Lord Talbot. Mn 
Seeker would be obHged to Mr. Wilkes to 
let him know by a note direfted to him 
at Mr. Hblford's St. Jameses Palace, where 
arid what time Mr. Seeker could Ipeik to 
him this aifterhoon. If he docs not.'hcar 
from Mr. Wilkes, will wait on him by 
nine o'elock to-morrow morning at his 
houfe. 

Sept. lo. half an hour pg^ two o^clock« 
JD/r^ff ^i /^ John Wilkesi Efq; 



t a 1 

, • • • ' • 

;,/^n Wilkes's compliments to -Mr. 

* Seeker, was not acquainted till this mi- 

* nute by his note, that Mr. Seeker had 
f once called in Great Geoige-ftreet, fliall 

* be at home from feven till eight this 

* evening, and as Mr, Wilkes Ihall be 

* alone, he fuppofcs at this meeting Mr. 

* Seeker will bring no company.' 

Friday afternoon. 

Great George-ftreet, Five, Sept. lo. 

'Dire Sled to 

Mr. Seeker, at Mr. Holford's St, 
James's Palace. 



. •Mr. Secker'a compliments to Mr. 

^ ^ Wilkes, he will wait on him alone this 

? evening between feven and eight.' 

. St. James's. 

DireStidto 

John Wilkes, Efqi 



SIR, 
* As I have received no anfwer to a let- 
•ter I wrote to you on the 25th of Au- 
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gufty and.fiad by lending to your houfe 
in town that I can have no immediate 

p ■ ■ ■ . 

opportunity of feeing you, I am forced 
again by a letter to a(k if you avow or 
difciaim being author of the paper en- 
titled the North Briton of the 21ft of 
Auguft.' Talbot. 

Bolton-ftreet. DireSled to 

Sept. 10* 1762. Col. Wilkes. 



Great George-ftreet, Friday Sept. 10 
• My Lord, 

^ 1 beg your Lordfhip to do me the 

* juftice to believe that I have jnevcr yet 

* received the letter to me at Winchcfter, 

* which Mr. Seeker tells me was fent ther^ 

* a fortnight ago. I have juft no^ the 

* honour of your Lordlhip's by that gen- 

* tleman* Your Lordftiip alks if I avow 

* or difciaim being author of the paper en- 

* titled the North Briton of the 2 1 ft of 

* Auguft, My anfwer is, that I ii^uft firft 

* infift on knowing your Lordfljip's right 

B 2 
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* ra catccBife me about an anonymous pu- 

* pen If your liOrdfhip is not fatisfied 

* with this, I fhall ever be ready to give 

* your Lordfhip any other fatisfe&ion be- 
' coming me as a gentleman/ 

lam, myLord^ 

Your Lordfhip's moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Dire5led to John Wilkes. 

Earl Talbot. * 



Winchefter, Sept. 1 4, 1 7 6z • 

My Ix>rd, • 
' I left Winchefter, with Lord Effing- 
ham's^ leave, onthcfecond of Auguft> 
and did not return to this city till the 
1 2 th of this* month. My drum-majo^ 
brought me your Lordfhip's letter yef- 
terday. I now return it with the feal 
unbroke, a§ the cleareft dettionftration 
that I never have read the contents of 
\U V fuppofe they are the fame with 
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^- the ktffer t had the honour of receiving 
f and anfwering by Mn Seeker.* 

Iam» nay Lord, 

Your Lordihip's moft obedient^ 

humble fervant, 

DireSpd to John Wilkes. 

Eari Talbot. 



SIR, 

* I fuppofe you have by this time found 

* the letter I wrot? direflied to you at Win- 
^ chefter, and that hath' acquainted you 

* why I addrefled myfclf to Mr. Wilkes, 

* to enquire if the North Bfiton of the 21ft 

* of Auguft was written By him. I well 
** know every gentleman who contributes 

* to fupport periodical papers by his pen, 

• • • 

* is not anfwcrable for all the papers that 

* appear under the title of that which he 

* aflifts, but I cannot conceive that any 

* man ihould refufe to affure a perfonwho 
^ hath been the objeft of the wit of any 
^ paper, that he was not the author of a 

* p^per he did not write. Every nmtf s 



■ • . . • • - . , 

* fcnfc of honour ought to direft his Gei^:; 

* du<5t, if you prefer a perfonal engage- 

* ment to the denying being the author of 
' a paper that hath been fo free with my 
^ name ; I who am publicly affronted by 

* that paper, cannot in honour avoid re- 

* quiring the fatisfadtion you feem moft 

* defirous to give. Be plcafed to write or 

^ fend to me as foon as you have deter- 

* mined what part you will a6t. I ihall 

* be in London Thurfday and Friday next, 

* and this day fe'nnight, after which I ftiaH 

* not be in London till Thurfday the 23d/ 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Talbot* 

Bolton-ftreet pireSied to 

jSept. |2. 1762. Cql. Wilkes.' 

Winchefter, 



Wincheftcr, Sept. 16, 1762. 

■ • ■ 

My Lord, 
^ I had not till yefterday the honour of 
' your LordIbip*s letter of the 12th, an4 
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^ embrace diis earlieft opportunity of ac^ 
^ knowledging it. Your Lordfhip ha^ 

* not yet, in my poor idea, afcertaiiied tlic 

* right you claim of interrogating me about 
^ the paper of the a ift of Auguft, and I 

* will firft know the very good authority 
^ on which I am thus queiliohed, befor^ 

* I will return any anfwer whatever. 

* Youir Lordfliip defires hie to write or 
^ fend to you as fbon as I have determined 

* what part I fhall a£t. I intended hiy 
c firft letter fhould have made that fufiiq* 
^ ently clear,* 

I am, my Lord, 

Your I/)rdfhip's very humble fervanty 

VireSted to John Wilkjss. 

Earl Talbot, 



M"i^>«^«««i 



SIR, 

^ I hav^ tlus inftant received youi^s pS 
^ die 1 6th» It is your own declaration be** 

* fore men of truth and honour that you 

* occafionallyaflifted the paper called .The 
^ North Briton with yo\)r ^^^ th^ i% tH^ 

» 4 



^ fbundation of my ipterrogating you about 

* thcNprthBritonpf the2ift of Auguft— 

* and whatever may he. your idea, mine is 

* that when a gentleman owns himfelf an 

* bccafional author of an anonymous fati- 
^ ricaji paper, any perfon by name ridi- 

•culcdin fuch an hebdomadal perform- 

* ance hath a right to afk the occafional 
•' avowed writer, if he was the author of 
'*" the. offending paper., 

' > You may now^ Sir, anlwer niy quef- 

* Hon or not, I have offered to put myfelf 

* upon that footing with you that became 
^ a man who haOi ipint, and is influenced 

* by honour^— if you do not deny the pa- 
.♦♦' per i nuift ^d will conclude you wrote 

* It/ 

y^ humble fervant, 

Talbot. 

Sept. 17, I'j^ii Col. Wilkes, 
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Winchefter, Sept. 4i, ly^i. 
My Lord, 

^ Sunday's pod brought me your Lord- 

* {hip*softhe 17th, and by the return of 

* it this waits on your Lprdftiip. . 

* You are pleafed to fay that it is my 

* own declaration before men of truth and 
' honour that I occafionally affiftcd the 

* paper called the Norths Briton. I wifh 

* your Lordftiip had been n^ore explicit, 
' and had mentioned the name of any one 

* gentleman before whom I made that de- 

* claration. Was it made in pu'blTc ? or 

* was it in private cbnVerfation ? Still I 

* have the misfortune of not yet feeing 

* your Lordfhip's right of putting the 

* queftiori to me a\)out the "paper -of the 

* 2iftof Auguft, and *tiU I do, I will 

* neverrefolveyourLordfhip on that head, 

* though I would any friend. I have in the 
' world, who had the curiofity of afking 

* me, if it was in a civil manner. 

' Your Lordihip lays t\v2X \i \ ^^ ^^^ 
' deny the paper, yow rcv\sfi; ^^^*^ ^^"^^ 



^ elude I wroie ic Your Lordfhip has 
^ my free confent to make any concluiions 
^ you think proper, whether they are well 
^\ or ill grounded ^ and I feel the moft 
' perfedt indifierence about what they are^ 
^ or the confequences of them. 

^ I intend at p^fent to make a tour on 
« Thurfday to the We of Wight. I fhall 

* return to this city the beginning of the 

• next week.* 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

moft bumble fervant, 

Dir^ifed to John Wilkes, 

Earl Talbot. 



^ 



Winchefter, Sept 30, 1762. 
S I R, 
• Lord Talbot by your meflage has at 
laft brought this moft important quef- 
tion to the precife poin^ where my firft 
anfwer to his Lordfliip fixed it, if he pre- 
ferred that. As you have only feen the 
two laft letters, I muft ent]:eat you t(» 



^"icaft yojir pye over thojfe preceding, be- 

* caufe I apprehend they wiUjuftify an d>^ 
^ fervation jor two I made . this mornings 

* when I had the honour of paying my^ 

* compliments to you atcahip. 

? Be alTured that if I am between heaven 
^ and earth, I will be oif Tuesday eyening 

* at Tilbury's the Red Lion at Bagfliot, 

* and on Wednefday morning will play 
^ this duet with his Lordlhip. 

* It is a real fatisfadlion to me that his 
^ Lordfhip is to be accompanied by a gen- 

* tleman of Colonel Berkeley's worth and 
^ honour. 

* This will be delivered to you by my 
« adjutant, who attends me , to Baglhot. 
^ I fhall not bring any fervant with me, 

* from the fe^r of any of the parties being 
^ known. My piftols only, or his Lord- 
f {hip's, at his option, fhall decide this 
f point. 

* I beg the favour of you tof return me 
f the letters, as I mean to leave Winchef^ 
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*'ter du^f evening. I htife hbti Bruce'S 
' leave of abience for ten days.* 

i am, with lincere regard^ Sir, 
Your very humble fefvant, 
r JoM» Wilkes. 

I hope that we may malce a partU 
ipiarrU for fiqpper on Tuefday at Bagfliot 

DireHed to 

Colonel Berkeley. 



SIR, 

* I have read aH the letters zxA fliali 
J? .depend upcfn the pleafurc of fupping 

* with you at Tilbury's the Red Lion at 

* Biglhot Tilcifday evening. My fervant 
^ will itteiid me, as^thegping alone would 
> gire room fer fuiprcion^ but you m^ 

* depend upon his following your direc- 
.^ tion at Bagfliot^ and that he fiiall not be 

* ieen where you would not have him-rrl 



it3} 

*,am much obliged by your favourabfc?, 

* opinion, and atn, 

* Your very hwpible fenrant. 

Camp near Winchefter, 
Sept. 30, 1762. 

^ Inclofed is the cof^ of a fetter received 

* by Mr. Stanley this afternoon. [It re- 

* lated to the taking the Havannaifi.] 

Direffedto 

Colonel Wilkes. 



[To thsfe fetters we fiiall fulgoin the 
following paper, as it alio relates to the 
North BritonJ 

IV Eabx Templf, Off. Sj 176a* 

Red Lion at BagChot, Tuefiiay^ 

ten at nighty 

My Lord, 

^^ I had the honour of tranfmitting to 

your X^ofdlhip copies of feven kt^rs^ 

•which pafled between Lord Taltx>t and 

mt. , As the afikir is now ovcgf, I encjofe 

.an,0iginal letter. of CoU Berksley^Ss^ vitb 
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11 copy of mine previous tx> it, which fixed 
the particulars of our meeting, atnd there- 
fore remained .i fecret, very facredly kept 
by the four perfons concerned. 

*^ I came here at three this afternoon^ 
and about five I was told, that Lord 
Talbot and Colonel Berkeley were in the 
houfe. Lord Talbot had been here at 

• 

one, a(i(^ was gone again, leaving a mef- 
fage, however, that he would foon return. 
I had continued in the -room where I was 
at my firft coming, for fear of raifingany 
foipicion. . I fent a compliment to Colonel 
Berkeley, and that I wifhed to fee him. 
He was fo obliging' to eome to me di- 
reftly. I told him that I fuppofed we 
were to fup together with 1-ord Talbot, 
,whom I was ready to attend, as became 
a private gentleman, and that he and 
Mr. Harris, [Mr. Wilke§'s Adjutant] as 
our feconds, would fettle the bufinefs of 
the next morning, according to my letter 
to him from Winchefter, and his anfwer. 
Berkeley faid, that his Lordfiup defired to 
finifh the bufinefs immediately* I replied, 
tthat the appointment was to fup toge- 
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'ther that evening, and to ^fit in thfc 
morning, that in confcquencc of fuch an 
arrangement, I had, like an idle man of 
pleafure, put oflF fome bufinefs of real in>. 
portance, which I meant to fettle before J 
went to bed. I added, that I was come from 
Mednenham Abbey, where the jovial 
Mmks of St. Francis had kept me up tiH 
four in the morning, that the world would 
therefore conclude that I was drunk, and 
form no favourable opinion of his Lord- 
(hip from a duel at fuch a time, that it 
more became us both to take a cool hour 
of the next morning, as early a one as was 
agreeable to his Lordihip. Berkeley faid, 
that he had undertaken to bring us toge- 
ther, and, as wie were both now at Bag- 
Ihot, he wouW leave us to fettle our own 
bufinefs. He then afked me, if I would 
go with him to his Lordihip. I f^d I 
would any moment he pleafed. We went 
dbeftly with my Adjutant. 

I found his Lordfliip in an agony of paf- 
fion. He faid, that I had injured, that I 
had infulted him> that he was not ufed to 
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J^ injured, or infultcd : What did I mean ? 
Did I, or ,did I not, write the * North Bri- 
tan of Augufi the 21/^ which affronted his 
honour ? He would know \ he infifted on 
a dircft anfwcr : here were his piftols. J 
replied, diat he would fpon ufc theni> 
th^tJ dc^red to^know by what right his 
Loroihip catechifed me aix)ut a paper, 
which did not bear my name j that I fhould 
never rcfolve .him that queftion, till he 
made out the right of putting it 5 and that 
if I could have entertained any other idea, 
I was too well bred to hayegiveii his Lord- 
fliip and Colonel Berkeley the trouble of 
coming to Bagfliot. I obferved, that I 
was a private Eriglilh gentleman, perfeftly 
firee and independent, which I held to be 
a charafter of the higheft dignity ; that I 
obeyed with pleafure a gracious Sovereign, 
but would never fubmit to the arbitrary 
diftates of a fellow fubjedt, a Lord Ste- 
ward of his Houfliold ; my fuperior in- 

* See the North Briton, No. 12, at 
t^e end of this volume. 
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deed in rank, fortune, and abiKties, but 
my equal only in honour, courage, and 
liberty. His Lx)rdfhip then aflced me, if 
I would fight him that everting. I faid, 
that I preferred the-next mommg, as it had 
been fettled before, and gave my reafons. 
His Lordftip replied, that he infifted on 
flmihing the affair immediately. I told 
Wm that I Ihould very Ibon be ready, that 
I did not mean to quit him, but would 
abfolutely firft fettle fome important bu-- 
fincfs relative to the education of an only 
daughter, whom I tenderly loved, that it 
would take up but a very little time, and 
I would immediately after decide the af- 
feir in any way he chofe, for had brought 
both Iword and piftols. I rung the bell 
fbr pen, ink, and paper, deCring his Lord- 
mip to conceal his piftols, that they might 
not be feen by the waiter. He foon after 
became half frantic, and made ufe of a 
thoofand indecent expreflions, that I fhould 
be banged^ damned^ &c. I faid, that I was 
not to be frighted, nor in the leaft affedt- 
cd, by fuch violence -, that God had given 
C 



( i8 ) 
ftic a firmncfs and fpirit, equal to his Lord- 
ihip's, or any man's ; that cool courage 
Ihould always mark me, and that it would 
be fcen how well bottomed I was. 

*' After the waiter had brought pen^ 
ink, and paper^ I propofed that the door of 
the i-oom might be locked, and not open- 
ed, till pur bulinefs was decided. His 
Lordfhip on this proportion became quite 
outrageous, declared that this was meer 
butchery^ and that I was a wretch, who 
fought his life. I reminded him, that I 
came there on a point of honour, to 
give his Lordfhip fatisfadkion ; that I 
mentioned the circumftance of locking die 
door only to prevent all poflibility of in- 
terruption, and that I would in every 
circumftance be governed, not by the tur- 
bulence of the moft violent temper I had 
ever feen, but by the calm determinations 
of our two feconds, to whom I implicitly 
fubmitted. His Lordfhip then afked me, 
if I would deny the paper. I anfwered, 
that I neither would own, nor deny it ; if 
I furvived I would afterwards declare, not 
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bfefore. Soon after he grew a little cool- 
er, and in a foothing turn of voice faid, 
I have never, I believe, offended Mr* 

Wilkes ; why has he attacked me ? he 
muft be forry to fee me unhappy. I a(k- 
cd, upon what grounds his Lordfhip im- 
puted the paper to me ? that Mr. Wilkes 
would juftify any paper to which he had 
put his name, and would equally affert the 
privilege of not giving any anfwer what- 
ever about a paper which he had not -, that 
this was my undoubted right, which I was 
ready to feal with my blood. He then 
faid he admired me exceedingly, really 
loved me, but I was an unaccountable 
animal — ^fuch parts ! but would I kill him 
who had never offended me ? &c. &c. &c* 
" We had after this a good deal of con- 
verfation about the Bucks Militia^ and the 
day his Lordfhip came to fee Us on Wy- 
combe Heathy before I was Colonel. He 
foon after flamed out again^ and faid to 
me, you are a murderer, you want to kill 
me, but I am fure I fhall kill you, I know 
I fhall, by Cod, . If you will fight, if you 

C 2 
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kifi me; I hope you will be hanged, t 
lgk>w you will. I aflced, if I was firft to- 
be kilUdr and afterwards bathed -, that I 
knew his Lordftiip fought me with the 
King's pardon m his pocket, and I fought 
Jiim with a halter about my neck ; that I 
would fight him for all that, and if he 
ftU I Ihould not tarry here a naoment for 
(he tender mercies of fuch a Miniftry, but 
would directly proceed to the next ftage, 
where my valet de chambre waited for me^ 
and from thence I would make the bed of 
my way to France, as men of honour wei*^ 
fore of protection in that kingdoms. He 
feemed much affeded by this. He then 
t^ldme,. that I was an unbeliever, and 
t^ilhedtobe killed. I could not help 
finiling at this,, aod oblerved. that we did 
nqt meet at Bag(hpt to fettle articles of 
faith, but points.of hpnpur ; that indeed I 
had no fear of dyings but I enjoyed, life as 
m^ch as any m^ in it ; that I was as lits 
tip fubjed to be gloomy, or even peevifh, 
a5f any Englifhman whatever ; that I va- 
lued lifcy and the fair eiyoyipents of it Ifr 
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^trmchj T would never quit it hy my ovm 
confent, except on a call of honour. 

I then wrote a letter tb your Lbfdttiipp 
ttfpc6ting the education of Mifs Wilke^ 
and gave you my poor thanks for the 
fteady friendlhip, with which you have fo 
many years honoured me. Colonel Berk- 
ley took the care of the letter, and I havt 
fince defiiied him to fend it to Stowe, for 
the fentiments of the heart at fuch a mo- 
ijtnent are beyond all politics, and indeed 
-every thing elfe, but fuch virtue as Lor4 
Temple's. 

" When I had fealed my letter, 1 told 
ius Lordfliip I Was entirely at his fervice, 
and I again defired that we might decide 
the affair in the room, becaufe there could 
4iot be a pofflbility of interruption ; but 
he was quite inexorable. He then alked 
me how many times we fhould fire ? 1 
faid, that I left it to his choice : I had 
brought a flaflc of powder, and ti bag of 
fcuUets. Our feconds then charged the 
piftols, which my Adjutant had brought. 
They were laf gc horfe piftols. it Tia:^ A^ 
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. .we fhould fire at the word of command, to 
be given by one of our feconds. They 
tojSed up, and it fell to my Adjutant to 

' give the word. We then left the inn, and 
walked to a garden at fome diftance from 
the houfe. It was near feven, and the 
moon Ihone very bright. We Hood about 
eight yards diftant, and agreed not to turn 
round before we fired, but to continue 
facing each other. Harris gave the word. 
Both our fires were in very exadt time, but 
neither took efFeft. I walked up imme- 
diately to his Lordfhip, and told him that 
now I avowed the paper. His Lordfhip 
paid me the higheft encomiums on my 
courage, and faid he would declare every 
where that I was the nobleft fellow God 
had ever made. He then defired, that 
we might now be good friends, and retire 
to the inn to drink a bottle of claret toge- 
ther, which we did with great good humour 
and much laugh. His Lordfhip afterwards 
went to Windfor, Colonel Berkley and my 
Adjutant to Winchefler, and I continue 

Jfere till to-morroYf mornings viavuws^.tK? 
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return of my valet de chambre, to whom 
I have fent a meflenger. Berkley told me, 
that he was grieved for his Lordfhip and 
paflioh, and admired my courage and 
coojnefs.beyond his fartheft idea j that was 
his expreflion. 

*' I have a million of other particulates 
to relate, but I blufli already at the length 
of this letter. Your Lordfhip will foon 
fee Colonel Berkley, and I hope in a few 
days to pay my devoirs at Stowe. I in- 
tend to be Aylelbury quarter fefllonfi by 
Thurfday dinner. 

" My moft refpedtful compliments al- 
ways attend Lady Temple." 

J am ever, my dear Lord, 

Your Lord(hip*s very devoted, 

Apd obedient humble fervant, 

John Wii^ke^, 
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[The following are the papers relating to the 
cafe of Mr. Wilkes and the ^^tb number 
. of the North Briton.] 

MAGNA CHART A, 

Cap. 29. 

NULLUS Liber Homo capiatur, vel 
imprifonetur, aut diffeijiatur^ dc li- 
bcro tenemento fuo, vel libertatibus, 

vel LJBERIS CONSUETUDINIBUS SUIS, aUt Ut- 

lageter, aut cxulet, aut aliquo modo defiru^ 
atur. Nee fuper eum ibimuSy ntcfuper 
eum mittemus nifiper legale judicium pa- 
rium fuorum, vel per legem Terra* 

As the apprehenfion, and commitment 
of John Wilkes, Efq-, member of parlia^ 
ment, to the Tower, muft have raifcd the 
curiofity of many people, to know the cir- 

* No freeman may be apprehended^ or 
imprifoncdy or diffeiffed of his freehold, or 
LIBERTIES) or Fi^EE CUSTOMS, or be out- 
lawed or baftifhed, or at^ wife defiroyed. 
Nor will we pafs upon him^ nor condemn 
him^ but by the lawful judgment of his 
pce/^^ or by the law of the U 




cumftances attending it, the follbwiag de- 
tail cf[ fimple fiu5ts (upon which every rea- 
der wili make his own cx>mments) cannot 
be unfeafonabk, and M-e perhaps abfo- 
lut^ly necefliry tx> be laid before the. pub- 

lie. 

On Saturday the 30th of April, 1763^ 
early in the forenoon, three of his ma- 
jefty's meflengers^ by virtue of a warrant 
from the fecretary <of ftate, feized on the 
perfon of the i^id John Wilkes, Efq; 
member of parliament ; of which warrant 
the following is a trvie copy. 

-. ^^ George Montague Dunk earl of 
Halifax vifcount Sunbury and 
baron Halifax one of the lords 
of his maj^fty's moft honourable 
privy council lieutenant gene- 
ral of his majefty's forces and 
principal fecretary of ftate*^ 
Thefe are in his majefty*s name to 
authorize and require ybu (taking a 
conftable to your afliftahce) to make 
ftrid and diligent fearch for the au- 
thors printers and pubViftieT^ oi. ^S.v 

d'doiis 'and treafohable papet mxvCbsA^ 
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the North Briton Number XLV Sa- 
turday April 23 1763 printed for 
G. Kearfly in Ludgate Street London 
and them or any of them having 
found to apprehend and feize, toge- 
ther with their papers and to bring 
in fafe cuftody before me to be ex- 
amined concerning the premifes and 
further dealt with according to law 
And in the due execution thereof all 
mayors flieriffs juftices of the peace 
conftables and all other his majefty's 
officers civil and military and loving 
fubjefts whom it may concern are to 
be aiding and affifting to you as there 
fhall be occafion and for fo doing 
this {hall be your warrant Given at 
St. James's the twenty-fixth day of 
April in the third year of his majefly's 
reign 

ftgned 
directed to Dunk Halifax 

Nathan Carrington John Money 
James Watfon and Robert Blackmore . 
Tom of his majefty's meffengers in ordi- 
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N. B. The officers had a verbal order 
to put this warrant in execution by enter- 
ing forcibly into the houfe of John Wilkes, 
Efq; member of parliament, at midnight; 
and thofe officers are now threatened with 
the lofs of their places for not complying 
with fuch verbal inftrudtions. 

On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes, mem^ 
ber of parliament, being in cuftody, a 
motion was made in the court of common 
pleas then fitting in Weftminfter Hall, for 
a Habeas-Corpus, which was granted ; 
though by reafon of the. Prothonotory's 
office not being open, fuch Habeas Cor- 
pus could not be fued out 'till four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

. Several gentlemen, friends ind acquaint- 
ance of the fa id John Wilkes, Efq-, member 
of parliament, applied for admittance into 
his houfe, which N/as then peremptorily re- 
fufed by a pretended order from the fecre- 
tary of ftate ; which order, though re- 
peatedly requefted, was not or could not 
be produced. 

As no proper or /f^^?/ authority a^^?x^^ 
to countenance fuch refufal, tKe ^^tvO^t-tcvtxv 
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diought themfelves iio ways obliged to 
obey the veriat commands of officers a6t- 
ing only under a verbal authority ^^ and 
' tmtered accordingly without further quef- 
tion or moleftation fix)m thofe officers. 

Mr. Wood, the ^puty fecretary of 
ftate, being fent for, demanded the reafon 
c(f fuch forcible entry : It was replied that 
no force had been ufed, and that the gen- 
tibtnen thought themfelves legalfy juftified 
in what they h^ done. 

Soon after this (whether fent for or not, 
^oes not appear) Philip Carteret Webb, 
Eftji lyickor to the treafury, came into 
the room, 1ind feme private converfation 
between him and Mr. Wood having pafled^ 
the 'fetter aiktd, if any gentleman then 
prefeht would attcnAor ihlpeft the officers 
while they were fealing up all papers in 
the houfe of Mr. Wilkes ; or ufed words to 
diat or the like eflfe6t 

Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting 
lof the Kke offer, no perfon then prefent 
thought himfclf authorized to take upon 
liim ftich inlpeftion. 
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Notwithftanding it was known, that 
the court of common pleas had granted anr 
Habeas Corpus, of which fadt, Philip- 
Carteret Webb, Efq; folicitor to the trea^ 
fury, at that time at Lord Halifax's, wa9 
then well afilired ; yet was the iaid John 
WilkeSy Efq; member of parliament, com- 
mitted to the Tower of London. 

His folicitor and one of his councilv* 
foon after they heard of fiich commitment,, 
went to the Tower in order to confult 
with the faud John WiUccs^ about- the le^ 
gal methods to be purfued for his enlarge- 
ment, but were denied admittance ; Ma-e * 
jor Ransford informing thjcm, that he had 
received orders from the fecretary oifiatCy 
not to admit any pcrfon wbatfoever^ to fpeak 
with or fee the laid John Wilkes : and fur- 
ther informed tjienn that he had juft be- 
fore refufed the right honourable the 
earl Temple fuch admittance. 

On Sunday,. May the firft, the feme 
gentlemen betweea the hours of twelve 
and on$» called again upon Major EUns- 
ford, on the fame occaCon •, bjut were agaia 



denied admittance^ aswere foon after marty 
noblemen and gentlemen of the firft dif- 
tinftion, and Mr. Wilkes's own brother. 

After fuch denial, Mr. Wilkes's folicitor 
demanded of the Major a copy of the war- 
rant, under which Mr. Wilkes was com- 
mitted to the Tower -, which was readily 
granted by the Major, and of which the- 
following is a true copy. 

Charles carl of Egremont and 
George Dunk earl of Halifax lords' 
of his majefly's moft honourable 
privy council and principal fecre- 
taries of ftate. 
Thefe are in his majefly's name to 
authorize and require you to receive 
into your cuftody the body of John 
Wilkes, efq^ herewith fent you for 
being the author and publifher of a 
moft infamous and feditious libel in- 
titled the North Briton number 45 
tending to inflame the minds and 
alienate the afFedtions of the people, 
from his majefty and to cxcitc^them 
to traiterous infurreftions againft the 



( 31 ) 
government, and to keep him fafe 
and clofe until he (hall be delivered 
by due courfe of law, and for fo do- 
ing this fhall be your warrant. Given 
at St. James's the 30th day of April 
1763 in the third year of his ma- 
. jelly's reign. 

Jigned 

Egremont L. S. 

Dunk Halifax L. S, 

To the right hon. John Lord 

Berkley of Stratton conftable 

of his majefty's Tower of 

London, or to the lieutenant 

of the faid Tower or his de- 

puty, 

Philip Carteret Webb, efq-, folicitor to 
the treafury, then being prefent in the faid 
Major Ransford*s room, Mr* Wilkes's 
council and folicitor applied to the faid 
Mr. Webb for admittance to the faid Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Philip Carteret Webb, efq; defired Ma- 
jor Ransford to allow fuch admittance, 
which he would indemnify -, the Major, 
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with a (pint becoming a good officer, re- 
plied, he could not difbbey orders. 

Philip Carteret Webb, efq; reanfwered, 
he beKeved there muft have been a * mif- 
take in the orders, and that, if either of 
the fecretaries of ftate were in town, he 
would apply to them, and obtain fuch ad- 
mittance as aforefaid, and. that he w5uW 
either fend or bring an order for fuch ad- 
mittance in the afternoon. 

Upon this affertion, the faid Mr. Wilkes's 
council and folicitor between . eight and 
nine o'clock in the evening* of the fame 
day, again went to the Tower and ap- 
plied for admittance as aforefaid. The 
Major having received no inftruftions from 
either the fecretaries of ftate, oi: JPhilip 
Carteret Webb, efq; refufed a6 befei«. 

On the morning of Monday, the fecond 
of May, the court of common pkas ionkr- 
ed a return to their writ of Habeas Xj0f» 
pus, which return not then appeaxMig to 
the court to be fuffLcieiM:, the. court order- 
ed, that the faad return fhoijilci xiot at pr^. 
(ent be filed ; but uppja motipa gr^ticed 
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another Habeas Corpus direfted to the 
conftable and fo forth of the Tower of 
London. 
*- Mr. Wilkes's folicitor and council the 

fame day, between the hours of two and 
three, again went to the Tower, and made 
application to Major Ransford for admit- 
tance to the faid John Wilkes, efq-, but 
were refufed fuch admittance. Major Rans- 
ford declaring that he received no orders 
from cither of the fecretaries of ftate to 
. . that purpofe. There appeared upon the 
> table of the faid Major Ransford a written 
order for him to take down the names of 
all pcrfons applying for admittance to Co- 
lonel Wilkes. 

MAGNA EST VERITAS. 



QfipBK^iJJked by the lieutenant governor of 
■^ .. the Tower refpeSing the detention of John 
. ' mikes, Efi^ 

• That the warders appointed to keep a 

* clofe prifoner, fhall not prefume to leave 

• him for a moment alone, diW viv^tw 
D 
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* day, or to chs^nge their duty,^ with other 
^ warders, but by particular leave or or- 

* der from the conftable, lieutenant, de-f 
^ puty lieutenant, or in their abfenee the 

* major of the Tower* 

' They are to permit no perfon tt> 
< have admittance intp the room he is 

* confined in, or to fpeak to him, but 

* by particular order brought them by 
^- the^ msLjocy or gentleman gaoler/ 

The Major had likewife a .written border, 
to take down the- names of all.peri£ins who 
applied iox adnuttance to Mr. Wilkes«^ 



On the morning of Tueftky May 3, 
Mr. Wilkes was brought to the bar of the 
court of Common Pleas, Weftminfter, 
where he made the-foHowtng Ipeech. 

^ I FEEL myfelf happy to be at laft* 

* brpught before a court, and beforejudges, 

* whofe charafteriftic is the love of liberty. 

* I have many humble thanks to return 

* for the immediate oi:der you wpre pleafed ' 
^ to iffuejj tp give me an opportunity of 
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htying^my griev^mfccs before you. They 
are of -a kind hitherto unparaleled in this 
free country, and I truft the confequentes 
willtseach minifters of fcOttifh and ar- 
bitrary principles that the liberty of an 
Englifli fubjeft is tiot to be fported away 
with impunity, in this cruel and delpo- 
tic manner. 

* I am accufed of being the author of 
the North Briton, No. 45. I fhallonly 
remark upon that paper that it takes all 
load of accufation from the facred name 
of a* prince, whofe family I love and ho- 
nour as the glorious defenders of the caufe 
ofliberty, and whofe perfonal qualitiesi are 
fo amiable, great, and refpeftable, that he 
is defervedly the idol of his people. It is 
the peculiar fafhion and crime of thefe 
times, and of thofe who hold high mi- 
nifterial offices in government, to throw 
every odious charge from themfelves 
upon majeffy. The author of this pa- 
per, whoever he niay be, has, upon con- 
Ititutional principles, done direftly the 
reveffe, and is'thcrcfore m mt xfea ^\x^- 
D 2 
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* pofed author, meant to be perfccuted 
^ accordingly. The particular cruelties 
' of my treatment, worfe than if I had 

* been a fcottifli rebel, this court will 

* hear, and I dare fay, from your juftice 

* in due time redrefs. 

* I may perhaps ftill have the means 

* left me to fhew that I have been fuperior 

* to every temptation of corruption. They 

* may indeed have flattered themfelves, 

* that when they found corruption could 

* not prevail, perfecution might intimi- 

* date. I will fhew myfelf fuperior to 

* both. My papers have been feized, per- 

* haps with a hope the better to deprive. 
^ me of that proof of their meannefs, and 
^ corrupt prodigality, which it may pof- 

* fibly, in a proper place, be yet in my. 

* power to give." 

He then pleaded by Ks council, Mr-. 
Serjeant Glynn, for his difcharge, alledg- 
ing that his commitment was not valid. 
The debate lafled from ejeven o'clock till 
a quarter paft two; when after fcveral 
learned arguments on both fides, he was 
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remanded bdck to the, Tower; and his 
Friends had, for the firft time, the op- 
portunity of accefs to him. At his depar- 
ture from the hall, the acclamations of 
the people were, Liberty ! Liberty! Wilkes 
for ever, and no excife ! The court then 
adjourned to Friday the 6th of May, at 
which time he was ordered to be brought 
up agam, that, the affair might be finally 
determined. 

His friends now had the liberty of vifit- 

ing him ; and perhaps no prifoner in the 
Tower of London ever before, was at* 
tended by fuch an illuftrious train of vifi- 
tors. 

During this refpite. his majefty was 
pleafed to ifTue orders to lord Egremont, 
to remove him from his poft of colonel in 
the militia of the county of Buckingham, 
which was fignified to him in the follow- 
ing letter. 



»3 
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1 

Cfl/y^ of a UUir from the Earl 'of Egremont 

to the Esrl Temple. 
. MyLord^ 

THE king having judged it improper, 
tb$t John WilkeJ, efq; fliould any longer 
continue to be colonel of the miHoa for 
the coitoty of Buckingham, I ani com* 
mwdcd to £gnify his majcfty's pleaftirc 
to your lordlhip, that you do forthwith 
give the nccefikry orders fw difpiacing Mr. 
Wilkes, a& an officer in the militia for the 
-&id couiiity of Buckingham. 
J am with refpeft. 
My Lord, 

Your lordfhips moft obedient 
humble lervant, 
WhitdbaU* Egmmont. 

.May, 4» J 7^3* 

^ to tk$ e^l Tem^l?,; 



Letter from the earl Temple to John 

Wilkes, efq\ 
SIR, 

A T my return ]a& night from the Tower, 
Ireceivai the cAciofed letter from d^e'E^asV 
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ofEgremCnt: in confe(!jtietlc€ of his ma^ 

jefly's commands therein fignified, yoti 
will pkafe to obfenre, that you no longer 
tdntinue Colonel of the milida for the 
county of Buckingham. 

I cannot, at the fame time, help ex- 
prcfling the concern I feel in d\e Ibfs of aft 
officer, by his deportment in commalid, 
lendeared to the whole corps. 

I am. Sir 

* 

Your moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervant. 

Temple. 
Pall Mall, 
May 5, 1763 

To John Wilkes, efq; 



C(^ of a ktlir from John Wilkes, ^/y-, ic 

the Earl Temple, 

My Lord, 

i HAVE this monient the honour of your 
lordftiip^s letter, fignifying his majcOY^ 
commands theix I fcOutd no loiv^tt coTvXv 
D ^ 
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nue colonel of the militia for the county 
of Buckingham. I have only to return 
your lordlhip my warmed thanks for the " 
fpirit and zeal you have Ihewn in the fupr 
port of that conftitutional meafure from 
the very beginning. Your lordfliip will 
pleafe to remember, that I was amongft 
the foremoft who offered their fervices to 
their country at that crifis. Buckingham 
fhire is fenfible, and has always acknow- 
ledged, that no man but your lordlhip 
could have given fuccefs to that meafure 
in our inland county. I am proud of the 
teftimony your lordlhip is pleafed to give 
me, and am happy, in thefe days of peace, 
to leave fo amiable a corps in that.perfeft 
harmony, which has from the beginning 
fubfifted. 

I have the honour to be, 

With unfeigned relpe£b, 
IVIy.XvOrd, . 

Your lordlhip's moft obedient. 
Tower, and moft humble fervant. 
May 5, 1763. John Wilkes. 

To the Earl Temple 



k 
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Anglic Jura in omni cafu Libertati 
dant Favorem. 

Impius et Crudelis judicandus eft qui Li- 
bertati non favet. Coke Littleton. 

On Friday the 6th of May, Mr. Wilkes 
was brought up from the Tower to the 
court of common pleas, where (as foon 
as the court was feated) he made the fol- 
lowing Ipeech : 

* My Lords, 

* FA R be it from me to regret that I have 
' pafTed fo many more days in captivity, 

* as it will have afforded you an opportu- 

* nity of doing upon mature refleftion, 

* and repeated examination, the more fig- 

* nal jufticc to my country. The liberty 

* of all peers and gentlemen, and what 

* touches me more fenfibly, that of all the 

* middling and inferior fet of people, who 

* ftand moft in need of proteftion, is in 

* my cafe this day to be finally decided 

* upon : a queftion of fuch importance ^& 

* to determine at once, wheiVvex ¥av^^ 



C4» ) 
liberty be a rcaKty or a fhadow. Your 
own frcebom hearts will feci with in- 
dignation and compaQion all that load 
of opprefHon under which I have fbloi^ 
laboured. Clofe imprifonment, the ef- 
fect of premeditated malice ; all accefs 
for more than two days denied to me • 
my houfe ranfacked and plundered ; my 
moft private and fccret concerns di- 
vulged ; every vile and malignant infi- 
nuation even of high treafon itielf^ no 
lefs induftrioufly than falfcly circulated, 
by my cruel and implacable enemies, to- 
gether with all the various ihfolcncc of 
office, form but a part of my unexam- 
pled ill treatment. Such inhuman prin- 
ciples of ftar chamber tyranny, will, I 
truft, by this court, upon this Iblemn 
occafion, be finally extirpated, and 
henceforth every innocent man, how- 
ever poor and unfup^rted, may hope 
to (kep in peace and fedurity in his own 
hoti^, unviolated by king's nieflfcngcrs^ 
and the arbitrary mandates of an ovcr- 
Aewiog' icci^etary of ftaitc. 
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^ I will no longer delay your julHcc. 
The nation is impatient to hear, nor can 
be fafe or happy till that is obtained. 
If the fame perfecution is after all to 
cany me before another court, I hope I 
•fliall find that the genuine Ipirit of Mag- 
na Charta, that glorious inheritance, 
that diftinguifliing charaderiftic of Eng- 
Ulhmen, is as religioufly revered iberei 
as I know it is ben^ by the great per* 
fonagcs, before whom I have now the 
happine& to (band ; and (as in the ever^ 
nrvcmorabk cafe of the imprifoned hijhops) 
an independent jury of free-born Eng* 
lilhmen that will perfill to determine my 
fate, as in cordfcience bound, upon con-? 
ftitutional principles, by a verdift of guilty 
or Mof guiltyf I afk no more at the 
hands q£ my iwnSrymen.^ 



^ammm 



AStffc whkh the court proceeded to 
flpwB their opinion : and Mr. Wilkes was 
ordered to be difcharged. He then ad- 
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dreffed himfelf to the court in the Words 
following. 

* My Lords, 

GREAT as my joy muft naturally be at 
the decilion which this court with a true 
Jpirit of liberty^ has been pleafed to make 

concerning the unwarrantable feizure of 
my perfon^ and all the other confequen- 
tial grievances, allow me to affure you 
that I feel it far lefs fenfibly on «jy own 
account^ than I do for the public. The 
fufFerings of an individual are a trifling 
objeif^ when compared with the wboky 
and I fhould blufh to feel for myfelf in 
comparifon with confiderations of a na- 
ture fo tranfcendently fuperior, 
* I will not trouble you with my poor 
thanks. Thanks are due to you from 
the whole Englifh nation, and from aU 
the fubjeds of the Englifb crown. They 
will be paid you, togethcj^^with every teC- 
timony of zeal and affeftibn to the learn- 
ed ferj cant ^ * who has fo ably and fo con- 

* Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 
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* Jiituiionally pleaded my caufe, and in 

* mine (with pleafure I fay it) the caufe of 

* liberty. Every teftimony of my grati- 

* tude is juftly due to you^ and I take 

* leave of this court with a veneration and 

* relpeft, which no time can obliterate, 
^ nor can the moft grateful heart fuffici- 

* ently exprefs/ 

When Mr. Wilkes had ended, the au- 
dience burft into an univerfal fhout^ which 
was often repeated. Mr. Wilkes ftaid 
i<Mnie time in a room adjoining to the court, 
in cxpcftation that the crowd would dif- 
fcrfe: at lafl, finding that it continually 
cncreafed, he went out of the back door 
of the common pleas, and was received 
by a prodigious multitude of people who 
attended him, amidfl: continual acclama- 
tions, to his own houfe in Great George 
Street, Weftminfter. The evening con- 
cluded with bonfires, illuminations, and 

other rejoicings. 

ft 

VIVANT REX ET JUDICES REGIS. 
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On Mr. Wilkes's return home from thp 
court of common pleas, he feat the fol- 
lowing letter to the fecretaries of ftate. 

Great George Street, May 6, 1763, 

My Lords, * 

ON my return here from Weftminfter 
Hall, where I have been difcluu-ged fiom 
my commitment to the Tower under your 
lordlhips warrant, I find that my houfe 
has been robb'd, and am informed that 
the flolen goods are in the po0eifipn of oiie 
or both of your lordfhips. I therefore in- 
fift that you do forthwith rctura them 
to 

Your humble fenrant 

John Wilkes. 
DireSed to 

the earls of Egremont and Ha- 
lifax, his ms^efty's principal 
fecretaries of ftate. 

[Next morning Mr. Wilkes in perfon, 
attended only by Mr. Grignion, of Ruffel- 
Streety Covent-Garden, went to fir John 
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Fielding's, in Bow-Street, and demanded 
a warrant to fearch tJae houfes of the earb 
of Egremont and Halifax, his majeily's 
principal fecretaries of ftate, for the good$ 
ftolen out of his houfe, which he had re- 
ceived information were lodged at the faid 
houfes of the fecretaries of ftate, or one 
of them. John Spinnage, Efq; the fit- 
ting juftice, refufed to iiTue the faid war- 
rant] 



p^^^mmmm^mf^^ 



The neirt day Mr. Wilkes received the 
fiflkywing anfwer to his letter. 

Great George Street, May 7, 1765. 

SIR, 

IN anfwer to your letter of yefterday, in 
which you take upon you to make ufe of 
the indecent and fcurrilous expreflions of 
your having found your houfe had been 
rohhdy and that the ftolen goods are in our 
pojfeffion : we acquaint you that your pa- 
pers were feized in confequence of the 
heavy charge brought againft you, for be- 
ing .the author of an infamous and fediti- 
ous libel, tending to inflame tl\e vmtv^s. 
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and alienate the affeftions of the peo 
from his majefty, and excite them to t 
tcrous infurreftions againft the gove 
ment; for which libel, notwithftand 
your difcharge from you- commitment 
the Tower, his majefly has ordered 5 
to be profecuted, by his attorney gencj 
We are at a lofs to guefs what you wx 
by ftolen goods : but luch of your papcn 
do not lead to a proof of your guilt, ft 
be reftored to you ; fuch as are necefli 
for that purpofe, it was our duty to d 
ver over to thofe, whofe office it is to c 
left the evidence, and manage the pre 
cution againft you. 

We are 

Your humble fervants> 

Egremont. 

Dunk Hahf/ 
Direffed to 

. Mr. Wilkes. 
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To this anfwer Mr. Wilkes j^;// thefoltosoor 

ing reply y viz. 

Gr-ear GeorgB-ftreet^ May gi,> ^jS^i 

•* MjrLords^ 

•* EFTTLE dtdEctxpcft,, when T w»re- 
*^ quirtng- frt>m- yotif Ibrdffiips "frhat aa 

* EngliflEiman has* a right to^. his prdperty 

* taken front him, and faid to be in your 
^ lordfliips poffeffion,- that I Ihould have 

* received in arifwer,. frani perlbns in your 

* High ftation, the exgrellions of indecent 

* and ifeurfiloxis applied' to my leg^l de- 

* m^rtd*. The refpeftl bear tb his rtia- 

* jefty,. whtJfe fervant's if feeriis you ftill 

* are, though you flfand legally convidted 
^ of having in me violated, in fhe-higheft 
^ and moft ofFenfive niannery the liberties 

* of all the (3Gtt»m©nsiri England, prevents 
■* my. returning you an anfwer in the fame 

* Billingfgate language. If I eonfiderod 

* yoti on^rin your pHvata ctpxicities, I 
? Ihould treat y«ou bath^ccofdlng to your 

* deferts : but .wterc i^ the- >»otvA£\: \!wiX^ 
E 
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^ men, who have attacked jthc lacrcd li- 
^ bprty of the fubjeft, and have ilTued ap 

* illegal warrant to feize his property, 
' fliould proceed to fuch libellous expref- 

* fions ? You fay, " that fuch of my pa- 
*' pers fliall be reftored to me, as do hot 
*' lead to a proof of my guilt/* I owe this 

* to your apprehenfion of an aftion, not 

* to your love of juftice -, and in that light, 

* ifl can believe your lordlhips afluranices, 

* the whole will be returned to me, I fear 
< neither your profecution, nor your per- 

* fecution •, and I will aflert the fecurity of 
^ myownhoufe, the liberty of my perfon, 

* and every right of th6 people, not fo 

* invich for my own fake, as for the fake of 

* every one of my Englilh fellow fubjedts, 

I ^, 

my Lords,. 

Your humble fervant, 

John Wilkes/ 
DireHed to 

the earls of Egrcmont and Ha- 
lifax, his majefly's principal fc- 
cretaries of ftatc. 
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\0n thefirft day of the feffions of parliament 

* (Nov. 15, 1763.) Mr. Wilkes ,^<^^ /i&^ 
following fpeech."] 

* Mr. Speaker, 

^ I THINK it my duty to lay before th? 
^ houfe a few fafts, which have occure4 

* fince our laft meeting, becaufe, in my 

* humble opir^ion, (which I ftiall always 

* fubmit to this houfe) the rigljt? of all the 
^ Conjmons of England, an4 tj^ privi- 
' leges of parliament Jiave, in my perfori, 

* becQ highly violated. Hl>aU at prefent, 
^ content myfelf witj) barely ftating th^ 

* fads, and leave the mode p/p^occjeding 

* to the wifdpn) pf the j^pufe, 

* On the 30th of April> in tke morn- 

* ing/ 1 was made a prifoner in niy own 
^ houfe, by fome of the king's meflengers. 
^ I denunded by what authority they had 
' forced their way into my room, aiidwas 
^ fhcwn a warrant in which no periba wa$ 

* nannted in particular, but generally^ the 
^ authors, printers and publifhers of a ie^ 

* ditious and treafonable p^pet, emaijb^ 
f The North ^mon. No. 4S> T^^^^ ^Ksi$f» 

E2 
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* fengcrs^ infifted on my going before lord 

* Hfclifaxj. which I abfolutely; refufed» Ixi- 

* caufe the warrant was, I thought, jUegal, 

* and did not refpeft me. I applied, .by 

* my friends, to the court of common 
*^ pleas, for a Habeas Corpus,, which was 

* granted, but as the proper office was not 
** then open, it could not immediately if- 

* fue. r was afterwards carried, by vio-* 

* lence, before the earls, of Egremont ancj 

* Halifax, whom I informed of the or- 

* dcrs given by the court of common pleas 

* for the Habeas Corpus. ; and l enlarged. 
« upon this fubjeft to Ml". Webb, the fo- 
•' Hcitor of the treafury. I was, however, 

* hurried away to the Tower by another 
•^ wftrranti which declared me the author 
*■ and;pubUlher of a moft infamous andfe- 
** cUftouS' libet intitled, The North Briitm^ 
•*Na.45.. The word treafdnnitk- yns 
•• *c)^edi yet I was detained a clofe*pri- 
♦*f6ncr> aiid; no perfon was fufifered to 
^' aome near me for almoft three days, al- 
^-thoi^b. my^ council, and feveral of my 
^ fimnidiy , demanded a;^ittaficc, in order 
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to conceit the means of recovering.my 
liberty. My houfe was plundered, !my 
bureaus brbke open, by OKddr of 'tWo-of 
your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. 
Webb, and all my papers carnbd a^y. 
After fix. days imprlfonment I ¥^s dif- 
charged, by vthe unanimous Judgment K)f 
the court of common pleas, " That the 
' privilege of this houfc extended to- my 
' cafe.'* Notwithftanding this folemn de- 
cifion of one o? the king's fuperior 
coGitsafjuftice, afew dayB4iffer, I was 
ierved with a fubpeena upon an informa- 
tion exhibited againft me in the Jung's 
bench. I loft no time, in confulting the 
beft books, as well as tlae greateft living 
authorities ; and from the trueft judg- 
ment I could form, I thought that the 
Tervitig me with a fubpoena was another 
"Eolation t)f the privilege o( parliaftchti 
-which I will neither defert nc* ^etAy; 
and therefore 1 have ^ot yet entered an 
appc^ance.' . - • -^ 

* I'now ftand in the jti^gmeiit'pf tjic 
* 'hdufe, fubmkfing, witii*t3ienxutvia&^^ 
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^ fererice, the whole cafe to their juftfce 
^ and wifdom, and beg leave to add, that 

* if after this important bufinefs has in iti 

* full extent been maturely weighed, you 
< fhall be of opinion, that I am intitled 
^ to privilege, I Ihall then be not only 

* ready, but eagerly defirous, to wave that 

* privilege; and to put myfelf upon at 

* jury of my coiMitrymen.* 



Mt. Wilkes^ s letfer to Mr. Martin. 
Great George-fireet^ fFeJiminJier^ Nov. 1 6. 

* S I R, 

* YOU complained yefterday before five 

• hundried gentlemen, that you had been 

• Jiahhd in the dark by the l^Jorth Briton, 

* but i have reaibn to believe you was not 
^ lb much In the dark as you aSefted and 

• chofe t6 hev Was the complaint, made 

* before io jnany gentlemen, on purpofe 

* that uicy might interpofe ? To cut off 

• every pretence of ignorance as to the 
^ author, I whiiF|erinyoiR'ear,thatevei]|l 
^ pa/Tagc iti the North Britoi^ ia whkk 
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* you have b^n named> or even alluded 

* to, was Written by 

Your humble fervant, 

John Wilkes, 



Mr. Martin's Anfwer. 
Abingdon-fireet^ Nov. i6, iy6^. 
* S I R, 

* A S I faid in tkc Houfe of Commons 

* yefterdayv that the writer of the North 

* Briton, who had ftabbed me in the dark, 
' was a cowardly, as well as a malignant 

* and infamous fcoundrel ; and your letter 

* of this morning's date, acknowledges 

* that every paffage of the North Briton, 

* in which 1 have been named, or even al- 

* luded to, was written by yourfelf, I muft 

* take the liberty to repeat, that you are a 
^:- malignant and infamous fcoundrel, and 

* that I dcifire to give you an opportunity 
^ of Ihewing me whether .the epithet of 
»• cowardly was rightly applied or not. 

; « i defire that you may ineet me in 
^ Hyidc Park immediately, with a brace of 
^ pi&ols each, to detenhine oMt ^^Sti^xv^^^ 

E 4 



« I ihall go to the ring iri 'Hyde-Park^ 

* withmypiftolsfocopceftlfidthaf nobody 
' may feeth^m j^til'wUlwiit in cxpedta- 
^ .(ioaof yQU.oiie hour. As I (hall call in my 

* wayat your iioufc to. deliver this letter,. 

* I propofe . to jgp ^om^ncc diredly to 

* the rir^.in.HyderJPaEk, iix«n whence wc 

* may proceed, if it be neceffaiy, to JUiy 

* more pri>catej)la,Qe •, arid J mention that 
^ J ih^ll wait an hour in order to.|;lve youi 

* full time to meet me* 

•J-am, Sh^y 

Xour iiiinabk ibrvant, 

Sam. Martin/ 

» 

The cirx^trKjftancqs- jo£ Ji^e dud related- 
l>y Mr. Wilkes axe .as^ foViow : imhien ike . 
^eatleux^en.met inJt]^de^I^apk,^ey walked 
tpgethm* for 4 ixtdf^ ^i^i^xo wi^ fomis' 
Q^unps^, ^^hich ieeined -^^mkf; vfp to* 
them. Xhey l)rQught each ajwir .tff pif- 
tols. Whoa ubq^ were^aion?„ tfee firft fire 
was fionfi Mr- Mvtvtt's pitol. ^. Mar- 
tip's jpiftol 4Siifl^ Mr* WiUoB^, and she>. 
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pica. The gentlemen then each took oner 
of Mr. WUkes'S pair of piftols. MrJ 
Wilkes mifiec), find the bdll of Mr. Mar- 
tin's piftol lodged -in Wilkes's belly. Mr. 
Wilkes bled immediately very much. 
Mt. Martin then came iip and deflred t& 
give him ^all the :affi(lance in his power. 
Mr. Wilkes replied, that Mr. Martin had 
beha^ed^ifceamancdf honour, that he was 
kiUedl, and iafifted on Mr. Martin'^ mak- 
ing his immediate efcape, and no creature 
fhould know from Mr. Wilkes how thef 
afi^ happened. Upon this rfiey parted, 
but Mr. Mai^lin came up again in two or 
three minutes to Mr. Wilkes, offering him 
a ieOMd time his «ffift3iR:e,butMr. Wilkes 
:{gain infifted onrhis going o^. Mr. Mar- 
tin expreflol his eoncerafor Mr. ^ilkes, 
iiud the dung was too widl known by^fe- 
yoral peo^, who cameiq> ahnafl: diredtlyy 
and then went ^iway. Mr/Wilkes was 
carried honte, but w^mld not t^U any ciiv 
cuoiftanGe of the csfe^ 'till :he ^found it fo 
much kiBowiL He onljr feid to the Sur--' 
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TKc day following Mr. Wilkes imagin- 
ing himfelf in the grcateft danger, return- 
ed Mr. Martin his letter, that no evidence 
might appear againflr him; and infifted 
upon it with his rekdons, that in cafe of 
his death no trouble fhotild be given Mn 
Martin, for he had behaved as a man of 

honour. 

Mn Mart'in not at the fame time return- 
ing Mr. Wilkes's letter, occafioned fome- 
body to remark, ' That in all probability 

* it was kept in order to be made ufe of as. 

* a proof of Mr. Wilkes being concerned 

* in the North Briton.* ' I own, faid the 
remarker, diat I can account for this be^ 
Iiaviour of Mr. Martin no more tlian I can 
for his tjimely bearing above eight months 
the abufe u(>on him. Has he been all this 
^e (Sundays not excepted) pra£tifing at 
a target ? that report is confirmed by all 
his neighbours in the country. Yet, after 
all, he did not venture to fend to Mr. 
Wilkes, but before . five hundred gentle- 
men, ready to interpofe, feemed to intend 
to begin SL quarrel, I fuppofci that k ca\%hc 
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end there. Mr, Wilkes chofe coolly, to 
take it tip the next morning, by a private 
fetter to Mr. Martin, who infilled on pif- 
tols, without naming the (word, thovigh 
the choice of weap'ons was, by the laws 
of honour, in Mr. Wilkes. 



/f leUer from Dr. Brocklelby to Mr^ 

Wilkes. 
Dear Sir, 

L AT E laft night I received the inclofed 
letter from my moft ingenious and worthjr 
friend Dr. Hebberden, and alfo the in- 
doled copy of an order of the houfe of 
commons, to report upon your cafe on 
the 19th of January ; I am therefore td 
entreat you, to fix the hour for our attend- 
ance at your houfe on Monday, and I will 
take care to appoint Dr. Hebberden and 
Mr. Hebbferden, and Mr. Hawkins, 
. I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

Richard Brocklesbv. 
Norfolk-ftreet, 

^pnday: mornifkg^ 

Tec. iSy 1^63. 
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Letter from JS)r.Hebberden kf Dr.. Brodt- 

Ictbfiwbivbwas the inckfed letter abcvjt^ 

mentioned. 

Cecil-Jireet^ Dec. 17. 
Dear Sir, 

AN order of the houfe of commons is 
come to Mr. Hawkjnsi and me, to eitctiA 
Mr. Wilkes from time to time in order to 
obferve the progrefe of the cure, and to 
make a ropont 'to the hoviiq, together Mnth 
you Bfid Mr. XSravaes. Ypu wiU oblige t» 
by acquainting Mr. Wilkes with ifhnis ; and 
if you will let us know at idiart timie yoa 
intend toi&e Mr. WiHces on Mgnda^y, rwe 
will be Tcady to meet yon theite. Mr. 
Hawkinfijdefin^s4:hat the appoiiftment m«y 
be for ibme Jbaurs after twelve. 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft huncfble Tervantw 

W. Hebberden. 



J card from Mr. Wilkes to Dr. Hebber- 

den. 
MR. Wilkes prefents his compliments :t( 
jOn H^bberdcD^ and is dx&v fet\l&^ t 
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the kind. care andconccwDof the houfc of • 
ccunrnons, not only for his health but for 
hi&. fgeedy; recovery. He is attended: by 
Dn Brocklefby, of whofc integrity and 
ability he has had the experience of many 
YfiATSj andonwhofe (kill he has the moll 
perfedl reliance. Mr. Wilkes cannot but 
ftill: be of opinion^ that there is a peculiar 
propriety/ in the choice he at ifirfl made of 
Dr. Bnocklefby^ for die cure of what, is 
cdUcdi^kigun-^ot woundy from the circum^ 
fiances of the-doftor's having been feveral 
yjearS' phyfician to the army •, but at the 
&tn« time entertains a real eftcem for Dr. 
Hebbenden-s great merit, and. though he 
cannot fay thathc wilhes to fee the doftor 
at prefent, he hopes that he fhall be well 
enough to beg that honour to eat a bit of 
mutton in 
Mindtyi Dee. 1 9. Great George-Jireet. 

A card from A/r.'Wilkes to Mr. Hawkins. 
MR. Wilkes prefents his compliments to 
Mt. Hawkins. He fome time ago, from 
motives of humanity, readvVj eoxvfe.'W^^^ 
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at the requcftof Mr. Martin, to r^eivcdic 
vifits of Dr. Hebbcrden and Mr. HawkinSf 
He is now acquainted that the honour Mr. 
Hawkins intends him, of a vifit to-day, 
is not at the defire of Mr. Martin ; and 
therefore he begs that it may be deferred 
;*till he is more capable of enjoying com- 
pany. He has every reafon to continue 
perfectly fatisfied with the condud of Mr. 

Graves, a military furgeon of eminence, 
who extracted the ball ; he hopes, in a 
few weeks, to be fo well recovered, as to 
be able to receive Mr. Hawkins in Great 

George-ftreet : aqji ihall be impatient for 
an opportunity of Ihcwing the juft regard 
he will ever pay to fo diftinguifhed a cha^^ 
rafter. 
Monday Dec. 19. 



Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Dr. Brocklejfby^ 

Great George-fireet; Monday^ Dec. 19, 1763. 

Dear Sir, 
I HAVE the favour of your letter, and; 
of the papers inclofed. I tl>ink you *rc* 
rather dc&cicnt in politenefe, xim. ^ 
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not. congratulate your friend on the «^w 
vxdijingular honour done him by tht boufe 
of commons J in appointing a phyjician and 
furgeon to attend him. The lords fet them 
fuch an example, by ordering the phyjician 
a,nd furgeon of a member of the other houfe 
to their bar, to be examined concerning 
his ftate of health. I had before received 
other unmerited obligations from their 
lord/hips J and the old friendfhips of Lord 
Sandwich, though I own I was rather put 
to the blufli by their publijhing to the world 
what they pretended was found [perhaps 
put] among the things ^olen from me. If 
a man makes a private ejfay on woman^ 
ihould all the world fee it ? is a treatifc 
againft the fpleen or the tadium vita, io 
dangerous as now to become a ftate-crimc 
for the cognizance of ourprefent — 1 rulers, 
or rather In— s ? Has the nafty gum- 
my, blubbering, over-grown boy of a lordy 
as barbarous and blurring as the north, 
has he likewife received his orders to de^ 
nounce to the commons a laughable poem, 
as a honid crime to make a\i^<^Oeit^- 
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tbns fhuddef ? are the moft wittcha] mA 
impious lines, tso be forged^ t)\%t- a work 
which idoliztsr the fex^ may be brought 
into judgment before the crafty 5r^j who 
never loved any woman, and who 

This laft aft of the commons kemt al- 
moft to perfeft the fcene,, and quite over- 
whelms me with gratitude. Yet though 
lam a young member, I cannot but ob- 
ferve and lament,, that th» antient, ella^ 
blilhed forms of parliament have in the 
prefent cafe been laid afide, as if order 
had taken leave of the boufe with Qooddid 
Onjlow. The courfe of bufinefs has al- 
ways been, that affairs of importance 
Ihould previoufly goto a commitite. The 
affair you have mentioned is of lb much 
real confequence, . that it fhould (in my 
poor opinion) have been referred to tV29 
committees. Firjl^ it (hould have gone to 

the com?mttee cf way$ and means^ to con- 
trive how xhtftatepbyficiau ^ndfurgeon can 
get into my houfe. Secondly^ to the ccm^ 
mi t tee offupply^ to vote the fees due to the 
^fcntlemen for their attendance; but I 
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have public ^conotxy io much ^t hesutf 
{though I ipajke no parade of it) that I^wi^l 
^ve the natioa that expence y fpr | w^\ 
not fuffer either of them tp enter my 
4oQrs, 

The commons^ like true country people, 
feem to have an overflowing of kin^pefs 
Cor me, which is very apt to furfeit : and 
yet like the others, fometimes iii the fame 
moment, they fail in ^ point of good breed- 
ing, even to one of their own member^. 
The boufe defires Dr. Hebberden and Mr. 
Hawkins to cpme to me, but forgot to 
defire me to receive them, and I moft cer- 
tainly will not. 

Surely, my dear Sir, this matter has 
been too lightly determined upon by the 
honourable boufe. It is pretty well known 
that I have already a phyfician and furgeon^ 
whofe charadters the foul breath of San- 
der never reached, and whom I confide in 
and love. Why (hould I admit any others ? 
am I to confent to an unjuft Hur upon 
gentlemen, with whom I have all the rea- 
fon in t)ie world to be fatisfied ^ (hall I 

F 
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I concur in {ufieiing party madnds to fix a 
vile fufpicion, where I know that it ought 
not to reft? I will never countenance fo 
fhamefiil a proceeding. Honour, jufUcc, 
gratitude, private friendihip, equally forr 
bid it. 

My brother members feem quite wild 
in their rage. They would force a ply/!' 
dan 2ind furgeon upon me, when I have one 
of each already, and they forget that my 
dear friend and chaplain Churchill * has 
left me for fome time. Would it not 
therefore have looked better, if thefe ob- 
liging friends had fhewn fome regard to 
my fpiritual concerns, and had ordered 
their own chapldn, the very learned bro- 
ther of the very confcientious merchant, and 
of the very acute fecretary to attend me ; 
or they might perhaps have prevailed on 
the GOOD Mr. Kidgetl. He is fo ready to 
every laudable (and lucrative) work, he 
would not, I believe, have hefitated. 
You might, in time, have had ohfervations 
on my converjion and apojilejhip^ though I 
hope Qotin a way to make yoM douhitof 
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The whole ; at leaft you would have been 
ftire of a series of letters in the Led- 
CER, the profits to be divided between th6 
£dd Kidgell and his partner Mac-Faden, ac- 
cording to the faid Kidgell's former plan. 
I think the lords too ought to have confix 
dered this important point chaplain/hip^ and 
lord Sandwicby or lord Le Defpencer^ or 
fome oihtr pious lord, fhould have moved 
to fend me a divine legation of the bijhop of 
Gloucefler. I have been faid to have doubts • 
I really have none. If I had, thzx ortho- 
dox bifliop would furely be able to remove 
them ; only I fhould fear, that for every 

' one of mine he carried away, he would 
leave ten of his own behind with me. I 
might likewife be treated with quaint per- 
fuafives to continence. It could never come 
more apropos^ nor with a greater probability 
of fuccefs, for that cold, frozen virtue of 
chajiityy the virtue of age, not of youth, 

feems likely to be as much my portion 
•this year, as it has been the pedant's thro* 
F 2 
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every year of his life*^ Hi^ virtvie hj^^ 
as in afrqftj beyond all the powers of ge^ 
nial fpring, or a moft lufciou^ wife, mvM 
I truft will thaw, rnelt^ and refohe itfclf ta 
Jprigbtfy dew long before dbc firft brc4tll 
of zephyr. 

After all, my dear doftor, I might, 1 
believe, ^dmit the ftate-f^yfician and fur-* 
jjeon without any danger oi a Ruffian 
b/emirrhoidal choUc^ but I will not do any 
thing on compulfion^ Hal. I do not fuipe^t 
either of th^m in the leaft to rcfemble a 
tdhot^.z, Marti^h a Farhsy or a Dun. On 
the contrary, they are both amiable men^ 
and therefore, I wifh? you would bring 
them here to dinner as fqon as I fhall get 
a little better, for, at prefent, if they 
com^, I ftipuld fear they wpuid place 

♦ * Aft of the leam'd die way ? th^ 

learned are blind ?' 
That way a Warburton could never find^ 

Ejffay on woman^ ep. 4. L 40^ 
The firft line, is 1. 19. of ep. 4. in 
Pope's ^ay on man. 
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^emfelrtt^ l^ authority y one 6n Ine rights 
and the other on the left hand, of their 
^)o6r patient, and, like Sancbo'fe doftofr 
with his wand, forbid my tailing arty thing 
I ogled, or TZthcr fquinttd aL 

I am alone ; if you are difengaged, i 
wilh you to come here kt fout", and I will 
give you half of my boiled chicken. Wt 
never can want food for laughter, while, 
inthcphrafe.of thejfy FoXy George Gren- 
wUe has the conduit of the houfe of<ommbm^ 

I am ever, my dear Sir, 

Your.affedionate humble fervant^ 

John. Wilkes, 



[While Mr. Wilkes lay dangiroiifly ill 
of his wound, it was given out by the ad- 
vocates for the miniftry, that as foon as he 
came to the houfe he would be expelled : 
of eourfe therefore a vacancjr would hap- 
pen for the borough of Aylefbury which 
he reprefented ; and fomebody put the fol- 
lowing paragraph in the London Evening 
Poft: 
F 3 
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gaping after, (though thank hecvi^ you 
were difappointed,) may, in the end, to- 
compenfe your labours. 

I muft, however, recommend to you, 
rather more temper, you jfcir/ too fiiri- 
oufly ; you fhould firft play with bended 
reins, then urge by degrees more rapidly^ 
and at laft try the whole fury of the courfe. 
As a young man, you are intitled to por- 
tion, but you fhould have laughed at an 
idle paragraph in a news-paper, in which 
your GREAT name is not at length. Did 
the confcientioufneft <rf having merited 
that little fatire, fting you ? I have a right 
to aik you ; for in your curious lettef, 
you fay / bave done nothing therein, i^r u^n 
iny occqfion whattver (bravo ! W. LfeE de 
feipfo) that I am not ready to vindicate as 
agentkman to any one that (not vrhoyfifdU 
require it. Now I will only remark tbat'% 
that that worthy baronet ui^s it the very 
pink of chivalry, and is that that is yerj 
brave* But do you mean to vindicate it 
by your pen or your fuoord ? if by your 
^en, as you offer to vindicate it to any one^ 
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1, A. B: beg to alk you a few queftionS. 
Was it confiftent with honour and bu-- 
mdnity to begin a canvafs in the bo- 
rough of Aylefbury, when there was no 
certainty of any vacancy, and the prefent 
member lay dangeroufly ill from an affair 
of honour ? Was this chriftian like, pour- 
ing oil into his bleeding wounds ; or, was 
it not, as far as you cOuld, planting thorns 
under a lick man's pillow ? Was it fair, 
candid, or juft,' ordering application to 
be made to one of the returning officers, 
wlf^ is- Mr. Wilkes's tenant ? Have you 
ever had airr provocation from Mr, Wilkes ? 
Have you riot always been upon terms of 
civility with him ? * Juftify then to the 
world, the propriety, the decency, or even 
the humanity of your condudl. 

But, perhaps, I miftake you, and you 
meiant tb juftify it by your fword. You 
have juft begun by inking your maiden pen^ 
and you might poffibly mean at the lame 
time to contrive to flejh your maiden fword. 
Pray be explicit, and let me know if you 
mcmt pj fend a challenge to ^Il\ \i\fc^Q?^.^ 
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by the London Evenif^ Pofi. Waa c?er 
any thing {o truly noble and great ? 

But I tire you and myfelf : I (hall there- 
fore conclude, with only begging of you, 
that, inftead of beginning any difturbances 
at Aylefbury, you would keep your own 
little parilh of Hartwell quiet, and be re- 
conciled to a worthy clergyman, who ne- 
ver offended you, and whom your good 
father cherifhed, and honoured. 

fVbiieHart^ Aylefbury, 
Dec. 1 6, 1763. 



The following papers relate to the attempt 
which one Mr. Diip, made on Mr. Wilkes's 

life. 

In the King's? TORN WILKES, of 
Bench. So Aylefbury in the county 
of Bucks, Efq-, Matthew Brown, fervent 
to the faid Mr. Wilkes, and Mathias Parly, 
of the parilh of St. Anne, Soho, in the 
liberty of Weftminfter, engraver, feve- 
rally make oath ; and firft, the faid John 
Wilkes for himfclf faith. That he tiiis dc- 
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ponent verily believes that he is in danger 
of his life, from the wicked, malicious, 
revengeful, and unprovoked menaces of 

one Alexander Dun, who (this deponent 
is informed) is a Scotch officer ; and be- 
tween eleven and twelve of the clock laft 
Tuefday Evening demanded entrance into 
this deponent's houfe in Great George- 
Street, Weftminfter, and threatened vio- 
lence to his perfon j and this deponent fur- 
ther faith. That about nine of the clock 
this morning he received the letter here- 
unto annexed, marked (A) which this de- 
ponent is informed, and verily believes, 
is of the hand writing of the faid Alexan- 
der Dun: and this deponent, Matthew 
Brown, for himfelf faith, that he faw a per- 
fon at the time firft above mentioned make 
feveral very rude and violent endeavours 
to come into the houfe of the faid Mr. 
Wilkes ; and upon his being refufed by 
this deponent, threatened revenge to Mr. 
Wilkes, and alfo to this deponent -, and b^ 
the beft defcription and information which 
this deponent has been able to colled, he 



believes the faid perfoh's name is Alcxa--^* 
der Dun : and this deponent Mathias Dix^^J 
for himfelf faith. That he this deponei^' ' 
did yefterday write to Mr. Wilkes the lec- 
ter hereunto annexed (B) the contents 0/ 
which arc true, and that the Scotch oifi- 
cer therein alluded to is the faid Alexati* 
der Dun t and this deponent further faith, 
That he is not moved by any malice or 
refentment againft the faid Alexander 
Dun, but thought it his duty as a mem- 
ber of fociety, to make the above intima- 
tion^ to Mr. Wilkes, in order that he 
might concert the neceffary meafures fo^ 
his perfonal fafety. And there^rethe 
faid John Wilkes craves fureties of the 
peace againft the faid Alexander Dun, not 
out of hatred or malice, but merely for 
the prefervation of his life and perfon from 

danger. 

John Wilkbs, 

Matthew Brown, 
Mathias Dahly, 
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be depojient John Wilkeg fworn at hi^ 
hwfe in Great Geprgci-ftreet, Weft* 
minfter, he being indifpofed, the 8tli 

day of December, 1 763^ before me, 
W.Mapelfden, byCommiflion* 

Matthew Brown and'Mathiaa Darfy, fworn 

in Great Ormond-ftrect, tht; 8th d^^y 0^ 
December, 1763^ before 

E, WlLJlOT. 






V 5^ 

SIR, London^ Dec. 8, 1763. 

AS I have fomething of confequence to^ 
communicate to you, I fliould be glad to 
know what time would be moft convenient 
for me to call upon you this day, 1 .called 
once before and was refufed admittance. 
Be fo good as fend me an anfwer by my 
fervant who will wait for it. Lieutenant 
Crockat of dragoons, who is now in Scot- 
land, defires his compliments to you for 
the many civilities fhewn him whea he was 
quartered near your country feat; you 
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may be affured that many of the ScotcK 

have ftill a regard for you, and none of 
them more fo than your moft humble and 

obedient fervant, 

AtEX. Dun. 

Diredt to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke- 
maker, lieutenant of marines. 

To John Wilkes, Efq; 
(A) 



London Dec. 7, 1763. 
S I R, 

I SHOULD not do my duty if I did 
not acquaint you that the young Scotch 
officer, that wanted entrance at your houfe, 
is a villain, and his intentions are of blackilh 
dye. I had been in his company for near 
four hours. That part of our converfa- 
tion that relates to you, confifted chiefly 
of his intentions of maflacreing you the 
firfl: opportunity, and that there was thir- 
teen more gentlemen of Scotland of the 
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fiune refoludon, and confederates of his, 
who was refblved to do it, or die in the 
attjcmpt. Laft night, when your trial was 
over, the gentleman at the cofiee-houfe 
quitted the room that I was in (on account 
of the Ihouts in the Hall) and left the 
Scotch hero and I together, but I abruptly 
left the room, and went after the people 
to Great George-ftreet, and on hearing a 
noife at your door, I went up, and, to my 
^reat lurprife, faw the Scotchman a-trying 
for entrance ; I knocked and had admit- 
tance, which enraged the hero fo much, 
that he fwore revenge againft the fervant, 
and was very troublefome ; when I went 
out, I heard a gentleman taking him to 
tafk upon his vowing revenge on you or 
your fervant, upon which I told the gen- 
tleman a fmall part of what I knew, and 
he put him in the hands of two watchmen, 
and ordered him to the roundhoufe, but at 
the comer of Great George-ftreet, I am 
told, he was refcued, and ran away. There 
was converfation pafled between him and 
the company that is not fafe to communr- 
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cate by letter: his principles and zeal makt 
it uniafe for fuch an abandoned wretch to 
be at lai^- Your own difcretion, I hc^, 
will guide you to prevent any thing duu 
may be intended. 

I am^ with all refpeft^ 

Sir your'sy 

M. Darlv. 



To Mr. Wilkes, 
Qreat George-ftreet. 

(B) 



Cranbom alley, 
Leicefter Fields. 



England,? IX 7HEREAS I have re- 



E. WiLMOT. L. S. 

to wit, 3 VV ceived informatiQn on 
the oath of John Wilkes, Eiq; Matthew 
Brown, and Mathias Darly, That one 
Alexander Dun, between eleveaand twelye 
o'clock on Tuefday evening lad, denaanded 
entrance into the ho\ife of John Wilkes, 
and threatened violence to his perlbn ; and 
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' hath ' fince, in the hearing of Mathiis 
Darly, declared his intention to maflacre 
the faid John Wilkes the firft opportunity ; 
arid thtfefdre the faid John Wilkes craves 
fureties of the peace againft the faid Alex- 
ander Dun, not out of hatred or malice^ 
but merely for the prefervation qf his life 
and perfon from danger. 

Thefe are therefore to will and require, 
and, in his majefty*s name, ftriftly to 
charge and command you, and every of 
you, tipon fight hereof, to apprehend artd 
take fhe faid Alexander Dun, and bring 
him before me, or one other of the jufticefs 
of his majefty's court of King's Bench, if 
taken in or near the cities of London or 
Weftminfter, otherwife before fome juftice . 
of the peace living near the place where he 
fliall be herewith taken : to the end he 
may become bound with fufRcient fureties 
for his perfonal appearance, in his ma- 
jefty's.court of King's Bench, on the iSrft 
day of Hillary term, to anfwer the pre- 
mifes, and, in the mean time, to keep the 
peace, and be of good behaviour to^imd^ 
G 
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an his Majefty's fubjefts, efpccially to- 
wards die faid John Wilkes ; and hereof 
fail not at your peril. 

Given under my hand and fesd this" 
eighth Day of December, 1 763. 

To Richard Elflx>n my tipftaff, and to all 
chief and petty, conftabfes, head- 
borougfe, lythingmeny and all othef^ 
whom thefe may concern. 

Mrr Wilkes having appointed feven in 
the evening, oif Thurl^ay lafl> for an in- 
terview with the faid Alexander Dun, he 
came pundhially at the time, when he was 
apprehended in confequence of the above 
warrant 

(The following is taken from a paper that 
was circulated by Mr. Dun, with Ibme 
remarks thereon.] 

AS there is to be publifhed by fubfcrip- 
tion, by lieutetwtm Alexander Dun of Ma- 
rines, a book entitufed. The hiftory of a 
reduced officer, with advice to half-pay 
officers, and to officers entering the army ; 
if point expiaiAed concerning xVv<& ^ aicvd- 
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fMtint officers ! irtterfpcrfed i;«rith various 
obfenrations on the fair fex. 

^ofemel efi imhuta recens furvahit^ 
Odor em Tefta diu. 

To which is added» fbme advices to, 
and obfervations OHt Mr. Wilkes's beha- 
viour to the Scotch nation. 

f ^f The author may be heard of at 
the Parliament-tavern, near Weftminfter- 
hall, or at St. Clement's cofiee-houfe in 
the Strand, if any gentlemen chufe to fub- 
fcribe.— 

Mr. Dun has had fo much encouragement 
already from the nobility and quality, both 
in Britain, and in foreign countries, in 
this publication, that he would not have 
made it public had it not been for an ac* 
cident which happened lately, now to be 
explained. 

As Mr. Wilkes is mentioned in his 
treatife, he thoiight it incumbent upon 
him to wait up6n Mr. Wilkes to fee whe- 
thte or not ^e diflentions betwixt the 
£n^|||ftijand^Scotch nations [what are thefe 
i^^Mfions? nobo^ ever fceord of t\)em\ 
G z 



ported to be occalioned by him were from 
real or imaginary caufes. He had an of» 
fer of being introduced to Mr. Wilkes by 
feveral different gentlemen [WHO ?]^and 
on Tuefday night [near twelve o^clojck] 
went for that purpofe, but was refufed ad- 
mittance ; was difappqinted next day by 
breach of appointmeitt [ff^at , appoint- 
ment?'] and oh Thurfday Morning wrote 
Mr. Wilkes the followmg letter, whicH 
^as fent by his fcrvant. 
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?v7 J O H N W I L K E S, Efqi 

* SIR, London^ Dec. 8, 1765^' 

* A S I have fomething of confequence tp 
^ comtnunicate to you, I fliould be gla^ 

* to know what time would be moft con- 
^ venient for me to call upon you this day : 
^ I called onoB before, afid was refiifed 

* admittance. Be fo good as fend me an 

* anfwer by my fervant, who will wait for 
f it. 

* Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who 

* is now in Scotland, defires his compli- 

* ments to you for the many civilities 

* fhewn him when he was quartered near 
^ your country feat. You maybeaffured 

* that many of the Scotch have ftill a re- 
^ gard for you ; and none of them more 
^ fo than your moft humble and obedient 

* fervant, 

Alex. Dun.^ 

- This letter he fent at nine o'clock in 
the morning ; a little' after one o*clock hd 
received, by his fervant, the folio wia^card. 

93 
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Mr. DuK^ ^burfdoff. 

m 

* Mr. WUkcs'fi compliments to Mr. 

* Dun, and dcfircs to fee him at feven 

♦ o'clock this evening : is obliged to him 

• for the account of Mr. Crockat.' 

In confequence of this defire, Mr. Dun 
wint to Mr. Wilkes's lodgings {fFbo does 
Mr.JVilkes kdge with? This is the true 
Edinburgh Jiile : has Mr» IVilkes a bpufe or 
only aflat : two or three rooms they call a 
flat at Edinburgh] in George-ftreet, at the 
time appointed— When he came there he 
knocked gently at the door, and was ad- 
mitted by a fervant who called himfelf Mr. 
Wilkes'* Butler j he afked Mr, Dun to 
walk into a parlour until Mr. Wilkes fhould 
come down ; wanted to know if he had 
any covers [as hi had dejired by his boy] to 
be figned ; and that he would carry th<?m 
up to Mr. Wilkes : Mr. Dun then gave 
him a dozen, which he took away in order 
to carry up to Mr. Wilkes, who, he faid, 
was in the room above.—? 



i «„ fc»rcdy °»^ ^^ ftft hold of 

^,e«g="*^»;^„do„,«ho.»M 
0., do« n« '^^fet ^^„^<A<n*'«» 

W""^* fr^o-f o« of *= S"^ 

■^„, ti^f ■"*"Jtedheh.4bro»gl^ 
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^y ^^^"t i drank bis heakK 
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faid they believed they were aU in. the 

wrong ; [noi true] but that his jpuft .go 

to fome genteel houfe and be confined a 

little, until he fhould clear up tlii$ mat- 

ter, as Mr. Wilkes had a warrant againfl: 

him on fufpicion of his intending to maf- 

facre him {^according to bis o^n declaration-] 

They then alkec}, if he did not think it 

proper for them to jiave afited this part ? 

He faid not, as l^e thought it was taking 

hold of him under Ihew of friendfliip, as 

the card exprefled. He alked if his letter 

did not deferve civil treatment ? To which 

Mr. Coates, juftice of peace, [in Suzry] 

was pleafed to reply. That Mr. Wilkes 

had afted by his advice ; that they found 

put he wa§ a man of education from his 

letter, an4 therefore judged him the more 

dangerous. Mr, Coates told him, that 

Mr. Wilkes defirecj he would write to hihi 

and clear up the ipatter more fully, ' and 

he would fend \i\m an ahfwer [not trwk^ 

They then brought Mr. Dun, pen, ink, 

. paper, and wax," . pd he wirgte, direfted 



to Mr. Wilkes in his lodgings ; as Mr. 

Wilkes fent him a verbal anfwer, he will 

.not infert a copy of this letter ; he will 

•only obfei-ve, that he pmcured him a dozen 

of franks from Mr. Fitzherbert ; thanked 

him for what he wrote ; and faid that he 

would have done them himfelf, but was 

not well. This meffage was fent him by 

a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's 

letter. Mr. Fitzherbert he muft thank for 

•likewife fubfcribing to his performance in 

Mr. Wilkes's houfe, by only hearing a few 

pages read. 

He does here declare he has no animo- 

• fity againft Mr. Wilkes, nor any man in 
^Britain ; fome have Ihcwn it in London, 

and that very lately, againft him, for no 
other caufe but his mentioning Mr. Wilkes 

• in this performance : • he has been often 
infulted and beat, [BEAT !] and bruifed, 
but as juftice always will get the better, 
and innocence will be protedled, has al- 
ways come oflf to his owh fatisfaftion ; and 

. is not this moment afraid, although un- 
.^cr lock and keyinStanhope-ftreet. 
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He now, zs an officer ivho has fuSercd 
in his majefty's fervice, claims proteftion : 
h i»uc young, cannot therefore command 
temper every moment to put up with hear- 
ing his countrymen in Scotland abufed; 
but he wifhes fmcerely the whole would be 
unanimous, and then the Englilh, Iriih, 
and Scotch, would be a terror to all their 
enemies : if they difagree among them- 
felves, the confequences will be dreadfuL 
{^Do thy ?'] As the afore&id publication 
will foon appear, he (hall fay no more at 
prefent on this fubjeft, but acquaint the 
public that it is his firft performance, 
wrote at the defire of many gentlemen of 
iknown merit, and offered to the King's 
pcrufal. 

Upon the i oth of December inftant, Mc» 
Dun was tried [not even examined] at Mc 
Wilkes's inftance, for a breach (tf privi- 
lege, &c. and acquitted: he muft hene 
own fab obligations to feveral members 
who fpoke in his behalf; although none of 
%hem will fay he a(ked them to appear in 
' his defence. — ^He is ibrry that he had re** 
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fon to fiiyfomc Gentlemen were over inqui- 
iitive ; who infifted that his fervant fhould 
inform, and even threatened him, to teli 
them, what meiTages he fent him from the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The night this trial was ended, fome of 
Mr. Wilke8*B friends [who were thtsy ?] 
came to fee Mr. Dun (as • they themfelves 
owned) from a principle of curiofity; they 
wanted, they faid, to know what was' the 
reafon for his animofity againft Mr. Wilkes* 
and to fee and take a copy of his card t6 
Mr. Dun. In the firft place, he inftrmed 
them that he had no ill will at Mr. Wilkes, 
and let them copy the card, as they de- 
fired : he further faid, that he intended to 
be his friend, and they faw his recompenfe. 
They ' then told Mr. Dun that the world 
cohfidered this as a rafh and frantic a£bion, 
at leaft, that Mr. Wilkes's friends did j 
but that now they were fatisfied it was not: 
They Ihewcd Mr. Dun federal penknives; 
and wanted to know the fize of the one 
he had in his waiftcoat pocket on the 8th 
inftant. He told them it was the fize of 
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the Icaft gf thofe they produced ; but that 

,h,e (hould not fufped them of affaflination 
_for [^ringing them into his apartments : at 
this they fmiled. As the news-papers lay 
[his own account] that Mr. Dun faid he 
purchafed the penknife firft nine months 
ago, then a Ihorter fpace, and at laft cqu^ 
fefled he bought it at Chatham a fortnight 
before that time, he muft explain this mat- 
ter ?- As he had three penknives purchafed 
much about the times mentioned, but the 
one for common ufe, which was then ii^ 
his pocket, he bought on the ift of De- 
cember laft, from the fliop of Nicholas 
Fofter, ne^r the corn.er of Grocer*s-alley, 
He obferved that there were feveral 
brave and fenfible men (officers) in a worfe 
condition than ever he (Mr. Dun) was, 
proceeding from the fame malady ; that 
fome cut their throats ; that others fhot 
themfelves through the body j and that 
many were prevented from putting an end 
to. their own lives, proceeding, as one 
^ould imagine, from the nature of th^ 
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climate ; but he muft obfcrve, that fbihe-H 

tifties people receive favours from thoib 
they leaft exped: them> and are de- 
ceived by others they confide moft in j this 
has been Mr. Dun's cafe in this affair : A 
man, profefled the greateft friendfliip for 
him, fubfcribed to his book, faid he was 
half a Scotchman, and was in company 
-^ith him on Tuefday night the 8 th inftant, 
at the Parliament tavern, was, as he is 
informed, the principal occafion of this 
profecution. God keep Mr. Durt from 
the company of half friends for the fu- 
ture ; bttt let him add, 

Integet vita^ fceUrifque purus non eget 

Mauri 
Jaculis nee Arcu^ nee venenatis gravida 

Sagiuis. 
Fufee Pbarefra. 

We Ihall take the liberty of adding to 
Mr. Dun's cafe, that it is the obfervation 
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of Machiavel, that in all cafes, not only 
of tflaffinasion^ but of deep danger, no 
man ibould be employed, who is always, 
and entirely in his fenfes^ 



1 . 
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■ > ■■■■ H I ■ ■ 

fPT^en Mr. Wilkes was fimewbst rfc&vtrei 
cf Ins wound be ntind td Paris^ ofb^e 
be was complimented hy Mr. Martin (wb9 
had fled thither in confequence of their late 
duel) with the following card : 

Hotel de Luynes,, Dec. jo, 1763. 

* Tl^R- Martin prefents his compli- 

* JLVx ments to Mr. Wilkes, and d&- 

* fires to know how he does, flattering 

* himfelf, from Mr. Wilkes^ performance 

* of fo long a journey, at this feafon of 

* the year, that his health is perfeftly tgh^ 

* eftablifhed, 

^ Mr. Martin cannot help taking this 

* opportunity to afiure Mr. Wilkes, that 

* he had defired Mr. Bradfhaw to deliver 

* up Mr. Wilkes's note, written to Mr. 

* Martin on the 1 6th Nov. as it occurred 
^ to the latter that any imaginable ufe 

* might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's pre- 

* judice, and before Mr. Martin had heard 
^ from Mr. Bradihaw that it was actually 
^ given up. 
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* Mr. Maftin returns his thafiks to Mr. 
Wilkes for his attention to .Mr. Martin'^ 
fafety, by giving the. early notice he did 
to Mr. Biradfhaw^ bf his apprehendmg 
hinifelf to be in danger.v 

' It is impoffiblc for Mr. Martirf to 
think of taking part in any affair of Mr. 
Wilkes that he may find depending in. 
the rioufe of Commons at his arrival in 
England. He propofcs to let off from 
hence on his return home on Monday 
nei^t, but believes he Ihall not fet foot 
m London till, thofe affairs are deter- 
mined, to avoid even a' colour of fufpi- 
cion th^t he is capable . of appearing 
agaiiifl Mr. Wilkes after what hath lb 
recently happened.* 



To which Mr. Wilkes returned the follow- 
ing anfwer. 

Hotel de Saxe, Dec. 30. Friday. 
* Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. 
' Martin, and is much obliged by the 

* favour of his note. Mr. Wilkes is go- 

• jjig topa.y his refpe&stoLiOtdttfcTX&«^^ 
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^ and if Mr^ Martin is difengaged, will 

* afterwards wait upon him for a quarter 

* of an hour, at the Hotel de Luynes/ 



Mr. Wilkes fent the following letter to the 

Speaker. 

Paris, Hotel de Saxe, Jan. ii. 1764. 
* S I R, 

I CANNOT exprefs the concern I am 
under, from the impoflibility I now find 
of attending my duty in parliament on 
the 1 9th of this month : I have fuffered 
very much from the tour I made here 
in the holidays to fee my daughter : my 
wound is again become extremely pairir 
ful, the parts are very much infjamed, 
and a fever attends it. I }nclofe a cer- 
tificate of one of the king's phyficians,. 
and a furgeon of the army, gentlemen 
of eminence in their profeflion, who 
think it abfolutely neceflary for me to 
ftay fonie time longer at Paris. I refer 
to the certificate itfelf for the particu-, 
lars, 
H 



(9n , 

« The tmpttitnct I fed to juftily my-- 
' felf to the houfc, from the groundlefe 

* and cruel attacks upon me, and the zeal 

* I hope ever to retain for the vindication 

* of the facred rights of the commons of 

* Great Britain, and the privileges of 

* parliament, both of which have been 

* grofsly violated in my perfon, had de- 
' termined me to fet out for England on 

* Friday next, but I now find myfelf in- 

* capable of performing the journey. I 

* am therefore. Sir, under the neceffity 

* of intreating you to fubmit my cafe to 

* the Houfe, and I doubt not, from their 

* juftice, a more diftant day will be ap- 

* pointed, when it may be in my power 
' to attend the difcuflion of points very 

* iniportant in themfetves, and in which 

* I am very materially concerned. 

* I would not. Sir, implore this of the 

* Houfe, if I thought the delay could be 

* attended with any poffible inconverii- 

* ence to the public ; and I beg to obferve, 

* thit I feized the flrft moment, which the 
' refolutions of Parliament ^ve mc^ to 
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^ enter my a[^)etrance to the mformation^ 
^ filed againiS: me In the Kin^s Benck 
•^ I am, with due refptSt and regard. 

Sky your moft obedient humble fervant, 

John IWilk^^ 
^Right Honourable 
5ir John Cuft. 



* Nous fouflignes medecin eonfultant 
'* du Roi, ci devant medecin en chef des 

< fes armees en Allemagne et en Efpagne, 
'* et nous chirurgien eonfultant dc* zvtw^^ 

* et chirurgien m^qr du regiment des 
-^ Gardes Francoifs, certifions que Mqnr 

* fieur Jean Wilkes eft dans un etat que 

< ne lui permet point» tant par raport a fa 

* bleflure qui n'eft pas encore entierement 

* cicatrifee, que par raport a la fievre qui 

* lui eft furvenue d'entreprendre la rout 

* de Paris a Londres ; qq'il feroit a crain- 

* dre un Tinflammation et le bpudbuffje- 

* ment confiderable arrives depuis pe\i de 
^ jOurs, qu'il ne fe format une hernie a \% 
r< quelle, il ne ieroit point j^^bli? 4c x^ 
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medier, que pour prcvcnir cct accident, 
dont il eft menace et que movement 
violent, tel que celui d*une chaife de 
pofte, et Tagitation de la mer ne man- 
queroient pas de determiner, ileftabfo- 
lument indifpenfable qu'il reftc encore 
quelque terns a Paris. En foi de quoi 
nous lui avons delivre le prefent certi- 
ficate, A Parisy II Janvier 1764/ 

NiNNIN. 
DUPOUARE. 



ExtraH of a letter from Mr. Wilkes to Mr. 
Coates, dated Paris y June ^^ 1764. 

* THE two noble Sweedifh whigs^ of 

* whom you were fo fond, did me the fa- 

* vour of dining here yefterday. I paffecf 

* the day very happily, though not fo 

* joyoufly as that day twelve month, in 

* the midft of my worthy conftituents at 

* Ayleft)ury, all of us in full chorus, to 

* the liberties of our country and the vir- 

* tucs of our fovereign -, yet after the late 

* flagrant a&s of delpotic power in the 
.^ minhters, not forgeuii\^ dttet their 
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wickedneft or their infolence. *Joly*s 
champaigne was not neceffary to inlpire 
the higheft good-humour and gaiety on 
fo white, fo aufpicious a day as xht fourth 
of June \ the toaft confecrated the wine, 
and gave it the true flavour, though I 
could not help lamenting my hard and 
unmerited lot of being forced to give 
fuch a toafl: out of my own dear coun- 
try, and in a land where the flandard 
of lib^ty is not yet ereded. With Mifs 
Wilkes*s help we made out tolerably 
well GOD SAVE GREAT GEORGE 
OUR KING ; and as the Duke of Ni- 
vernois fays in one of his letter s 
Nous avons toafte et chant fort gaiementj 
et enfin nous avons ete quatre bonnes heures 
a table. As I am a univerfal whigj I 
could not avoid giving an additional 
ftanzay the poetry of which I endea- 
voured to bring down as low as the reft 
of the fong, and I believe I fucceeded ^ 
the thought was good that the name of 

* Wine Merchant at Parts, 
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^ BRUNSWICK may ever ht ^ pmpi- 

* dous to the liberties of mankind as that 
*" of NASSAU ; and our gracious fovt" 
^ reign, through a long and glorious reignr 
^ equaB^ feared abroad and Slaved at beme^ 
^ ttuy approve himfelf as fteady a palion' 
^ of die rights of Engliftif&enas his grand- , 
^ father iWis. On the whole, it proved 

. ^ the mod agreeable day I layt pafled^ 

* lince a few of us in April kept the anni^ 

* verfary of CDLLODEN, which a good 

* many od^trs fcem to have a memorandum 
^ to forgtt^ w at fcaft » negleft very 

* ftamcfiilly. 

^ Lord Hertford gave yeftcfday a grands 

* dinner to all the jE^ji^^herey except ooey 
^ and to the true Irilhwhigs \ iK>r like a 

* good courtier tiid he oinit the -new con- 
^ verts, die Stots -, he did^t, kowever, ob- 

* fcrve the diftindHort which is fo much in 
•• fafliion on your fide the waiter, for thfc^ 

friends of die Hanawr' hmilfj were rc- 
cdved atteaftos well as their known 
eneihies. My lot is particular and droll> 
t enovgh r f am the img|Le Enjltjbm«* t^^'^ 



( iP3 ) 
invited, on the only day I can at Paris 
fhew my attachment to my fovereign, a$ 
if i was difeffefted to the prefent efta- 
blifliment, and yet I am frequently and 
groisly abufed by a ridiculpus fellow a; 
Bouillon^ becaufe I am known to hate 
the other family j and his mafter, th? 
duke^ married the fifter of the preten- 
der's wife, a princefs of Poland^ of the 
houfe of Sobtejki. This fcribbler is one 
RouJfeaUy who by a wrttchcdjournal does 
all he can twice a month to degrade a 
name made illuftrious by one of the beft 
French poets, and by die great ph ilofo- 
pher, though in thefe times no longer 
the citizen of Geneva. He lays at my 
door the Nwth Britons againfl: the Stu- 
arts^ and their dear friends in the north 
of our ifland.-^— You may believe me, 
when I affure you it was npt thjc Qightei^ 
mortification to me, that I did not le, 
ceive an invitation. When I was afked, 
how it could jiappen dut fo {launch a 
njiibig as Mr. Wilkes, was not invited, on 
the 4th of Jum^ I laughed like the old 
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Roman, I bad rather you Jhould qflk why I 
was NOT, than why I WAS invited \ 
perhaps it fliould have been alked, why 
fome others were invited. The lift of the 
company of Macs and Sawneys, NOT in 
the French fervice would divert you : I 
wifh fome of our neighbours from the 
other fide of the Tweed may not keep 
the twenty -firft with more real devotion 
than they did the fourths With refpeft 
to external rites they were exemplary, as 
all new converts are -, and I believe you 
find them in England good occajional 
conformifis, though I fhall ever imagine 
that it depends on contingencies how 
long they will continue fuch. To fay 
the truth, I pafled the day much more . 
to my fatisfaftion than I fhould have, 
done in a let of mixed or a fufpicious 
company, a fulfome dull dinner, two 
hours of mighty grave converfation, to 
be purchafed in all civility by fix more, 
of Phara, which I deteft as well as 
every other kind of gaming. As to the 
Embaflador, I have never had the leaft 
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connexion with him, nor indeed wifh 
it ; nor at thjs time with his Scottijh Se- 
cretary, nor at any time with his Scottijb 
chaplain, becaufe an ambaffador gene- 
rally owes his very nomination to mini- 
fterial influence, and is almoft of courfe 
(though this does not extend through his 
family) under the direftion of the mini- 
fters, or perhaps as to the prefent cafe, 
in all propriety ,we ought to fay, of the 
minijler^ who, behind and between the 
curtains^ ftill governs our ifland. I have 
never been prefented at court, becaufe 
an Englifhman Ihould be prefented by 
the Englifh ambaflador ; and I will not 
afk any favour of Lord Hertford in the 
prefent flate of public affairs ; though 
as a private nobleman, I fhould be ambi- 
tious to merit, and moft fortunate to 
obtain, his friendfhip, as well as lord 
Beauchamp'Sy from their real fterling 
fenfe, great intrinfic worth, and what 
fets off the whole, their amiable man- 
ners, I have the proteftion of the laws, 
which liicver offend \ 1 a\iv^\.PaTu\kR. 
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* any other foreigner, who has no favour^ 

* to aflc, nor need feek any other fecurity. 

* The eloge, whi^htji^ nobleft of poets* 

* gives me, that 

I neither court the finile, nor^re^dtbc 
frown of }4ngs, 

^ is «s ezaft a trudi here ^ you know it 
to hav€ been while I was at home. The 
fmall circle in which I flow walk, will, 
however, bear teftimoiiy to the juft tri- 
bute of gradmde I pay to the humane 
virtues of a prince, under whofe mild 
and gentle government I have met with 
that proce^bion which an innocent man 
has a right to expe£t9 but cpijild. not find 
in his own countiy, under his own 
prince. Yet letmedo juftice, and carry 
my complamts to thefi^vrce from whence 
they ipring, to the baie contrivances oi 
minifljers exceedingly wicked and cor- 
rupt, and befides ftong to the quicks 
who had obtained a moft unhappy af- 
oendency over the mind (>f their fove- 
reign, and to iecure theml^lves^ have 

♦ Churchill. 
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•* noidc their moll odious mea(ures pafs 

* for his, that the enormous load of their 

* guilt, may be thrown from themfelves 
^ upon him j a? pra&ice not new, but of 

* which every reign of the Stuarts^ fur- 
^ niihes examples. I hope ibon to fend 
^ you fomethingy jnoi tt htmc im annum 

* vivat et plitres. My large work opens 

* with the general idea of political liberty ; 
' thenproceedls to examine the fentiments 
' of the Eur(^>ean nations on this head^ as: 

* diftinguiflied from the almroft. univerfal 
•* groft delpotifm of the reft of the world,. 
^ Theihird part is a critique on the various 

* gov??mmcnts of Europe. The fourth 

* and laft is entirely on the Engli{h con- 
^ ftitutioft, die various changes it has uti)^ 

* dergone, the improvements made fa it 

* by die glorious revokition, and the no 

* \db happy than timely acceflBon of the 

* honie cf BrunfwiA. There are a few? 

* hints of fome remedies to the defe6ks 

* ftill flibfifting in this i«)ble, and tf my 
•♦ prayers a^e heard, this eternal fabric. 

* A Inrgca^endix contaiti^^ 1 Vwa^^^ijisSL 
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* juftification of Mr. Wilkes, upon con- 

* ftitutional grounds : a variety of chafac- 

* tcrs arc drawn from the life, which if I 

* miftake not, will entertain you •, and I 

* believe they are not Jkeletons^ though I 
' hope the originals will be fo before the 

* book is publifhed/ 

I am your's, &c. 



A letter to the worthy Elefbors of the borough 
of Aylelbury, in the county of Bucks. 

" Gentlemen, 
** THE very honourable, unanimous, 
and repeated marks of efteem, you con- 
ferred on me, by committing to my truft 
your liberty, fafety, property, and all 
thofe glorious privileges, which are your 
birth-right as Englilhmen, entitle you to 
my warmed thanks, and to the higheft 
tribute of gratitude my heart can pay. Yet 
in the peculiar circumftances of my cafe I 
think that I ought not at prcfent to reft 
contented with thanking you. I havc-al- 
ways found a true pleafuic \iv fuhmitcing 
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to you my parliamentary condu6l. It Is 
now more particularly my duty, and when 
I refleft- on the real importance and inte- 
refting nature of thofe great events, in 
which, as your reprefentative, I have been 
more immediately concerned, I am exceed- 
ingly anxious not barely to juftify myfelf, 
but to obtain the fanftion of your appro- 
bation. It has ever been my ambition to 
approve myfelf worthy of the choice you 
have more than once made of me as your 
deputy to the great council of the nation, 
with an unanimity equally honourable and 
endearing. The confcioufnefs of having 
faithfully difcharged my truft, of having 
afted an upright and fteady part in Parlia- 
ment, as well as in the moft arduous cir- 
cumftances, makes me dare to hope, that 
you will continue to me what I moft va- 
lue, the good opinion and friendihipof my 
worthy conftituents. Having the happineft 
of being born in a country, where the 
name of vajfal is unknown, where Magna 
Charta is the inheritance of the fubjed:, 
I have endeavoured to fupport and merit 



t\\cft privil^es, to whkh my birdi gafc 
m^ the cleareft right. Secure as I am of 
fully juftifying my conduft, cou'd I per- 
fuade myieU; that I have a^led up to the 
facred ideas of liberty, which warm tim 
hearts, and infpire the a^ons of my coun- 
trymen, I fhou'd nc»t, under all the variety 
of the moil unjuft and cruel .periecution% 
be quite unhappy. 

^^ The various charge brought againft 
me may be reduced to two h^ds. The 
*one is of a public, the other of a private 
nature. The firft is grounded on the po- 
litical paper of the Norfb Briton^ No. 45 .- 
the other refpefts a fmall part of a ludi- 
crous poem, which was ftolen out of my 
houfe. The two accufations are only fo 
far connedbed, that I am convinced there 
:is not a man in England, who believes 
^hat if the ^r;^ had not appeared, the fe- 
€ond wou'd ever have been call'd in quef- 
4ion. 

" The Majority in the Heufe of Com- 

fncns on the 15th of November ijS^^Rg^ 

Jolved^ Tif(U tie Papery intituledy Th% 
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North BRltdif, No. 45, is a Fal^I*^ 
ScAi^DALdus, and Sbditious Lirel, con- 
taining E^effiuHs of the maft unexampled 
Infolence and Ceniumely towards bis Ma- 
jejfyj the grojfefi AJperJions upon both Houfes 
of Parliantenty and the mofi audacious De- 
fiance of the :4uthority of the whole Legijla- 
tare^ and mofi mamfeftty tending to alienate 
the Affellions of the People from bis Ma- . 
jefty^ to withdraw them from their Obedience 
to the Laws of the Realm^ and to excite them 
to traiterous InfurreSlioHs againjt His Ma- 
jeftfs Government. Thefe arc the word& 
of the Rtfolution. \ mean to examine thein 
with fortle accuracy. 

" The iSrft charge is, that the North' 
Briton^ No. 45, is a False Libel. The 
Refolution was mov'd by Lord North \ yet 
in a tedious fpcech he did not attempt to 
dilpute the veracity of any one paragraph 
in the whole paper. I was in my place 
during that debate, and took notice ta 
the Houle that his Lordfhip liad not faid 
a word to prove the Falsity of any one 
fcntence, but I could obtaim no &ds6i.c- 
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tioti, not even a reply, on that head. On * 
my trial before Lord Mansfield^ the word 
False was omitted in the indidbnent, be- 
caufe I fuppofe the Court of King's Bench 
knew that I wou'd prove publickly on oath 
in that courts by the higheft authorities, 
that every word in it was true. The word 
FALSE is not to be found among the vari- 
ous epithets applied to this Paper in either 
of the Warrants iffued by Lord Halifax. 
I am bold to declare, upon the moft care- 
ful perufal of this paper, that there is not 
any one particular advanced, which is not 
founded or^ faft, and that every line in it 
is ftridbly and fcrupuloufly. conformable to 
truth. I will not compliment^tjie prefent 
•profligatq ALiJority in the Houfe of Commons. 
fo far as to fay, they were fo well' informed, 
that they knew the exad truth of every 
aflertion in that paper. One particular 
however came within their knowledge, the 
means by which it is hinted that the En- 
tire APPROBATION OF PARLIAMENT, tVCTi 

of the Preliminary Articles of the late in* 
glorious Peace, was obtained, and the pre- 
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vious ftcp to the obtaining that Entule 
APPROBATION, thc large debt coa)Gra6ted 
on the Civil Lift. They knew this aflcr-i 
tion was efctremely true, and I am a$^ 
feady to own that it was extremely Scan<^^ 

i>ALOUS. 

** The fecond charge of Scandalous 
muft then be admitted in its foil extent, 
ftill keeping in our view that it i3 true. 
But to whom is it Scandalous ? To the 
Majority^ v^ho havtf facrific*d the interefts 
of the nation by giving the entire ap- 

{PROBATION OF PARLIAMENT, of which jfo 

much parade is niade in the Speech^ to an 
adb, which ought to have been followed by 
an impeao^ent — ^To the Minifter, who 
made the late ignominious Peace^ and in 
riie very firfl: year of it imposed on us an 
intolerable Excife — To the word of vipers 
in our bofom, to the Tories^ who have 
never failed to fupport his unconftitutional 
meafures, who have made us almoft forget 
the infamy of their anceftors at Utrecht^ by 
the greater facrifices of the Peace of Paris. 
Thcfe are the objefts of fatire of a Paper, 
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which deferved indeed the higheft refcnt- 
ment of the Majority^ becaufe it had pro- 
claimed their difgrace, thtir fcandalj thro* 
all Europe. It was very natural for thefe 
men no. longer to {uScr tht fuppofed au- 
thor to fit among them, and I {hou*d have 
gloried in my expuljion^ if it had not dif- 
folv^d a political conneftion with my 
friends at Aylejbury^ which did me real ho^ 
nour. ^ 

" Another charge is, that the paper is 
a SEDITIOUS libel^ tending to withdraw the 
people from their Obedience to the Laws of 
the Realm, and to excite them to traiter-* 
ous inftirreSlions againfi His Majejiy^s Go- 
vernment. By the fiirft Warrant, under 
which I was apprehended, *The North Bri- 
tony No. 45, was denominated a Trea- 
sonable Paper. In the fecond, by which 
I was committed to the Tower, that Word 
too was omitted, fo that the greateft ene- 
mies of this paper feem to give up its be- 
ing either False or Treasonable. Now 
the c!)arge is varied by the Majority in the 
//(pu/e of Commons y wiiVv a\\ tVv^ Vvx.\k. o^xb- 



bling of attornies. The paper is not tkE A- 
soMABLE, hyjxit tends to excite traiterous 
infurreSioHs. It is remarkable that the 
epithet traiterous is here given to infur- 
retlion^ as the fuppofed confequence of a 
fuppofed libel ; whereas the ScotSy who ap- 
peared in open rebellion fo lately as 1 745, 
were in the weekly writings againft the 
ffortb Briton^ publifhed under the patro- 
nage of the Scottijb Minifter, and paid for 
iyttm out of the public treafure^ only term'd 
infurgentSy wbo defeated regular forces. Yet 
in faft no infurreSlion of any kind ever did/ 
or cou*d, follow from this publication, 
even in thofe parts of the kingdom fo lately 
fubjefted. to all the infolence and cruelty 
of the nioft deipicable of our Ipecies, the 
xncaj:\^'pctxy Excifeman. Thisistheftrongeft 
cafe, which can poflibly be put. The Ex- 
cise is the moft abhorred monfter, which 
ever fprung from arbitrary power, and the 
new mode of it is fpoken of through this 
paper as the greateft grievance on the fub- 
je6t ; yet even in this cafe^ obedience to the 
laws and all lawful authority \sx tovSk.V^ ^^ 
I 2 
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joinM, and ao 0{^pofition, but wlxat is con-' 
iiftent with the laws and the confiitutiony i& 
aUoVd; The words are very temperate,; 
cautious and well guarded. Every legal 
attempt of a edntrary tendency te thefpiritcf 
concord will be deemed ajuJHfiabte refifiance^ ,, 
warranted Jy the ffirit of the Englifb cm- 
ftitution. Is this withdrawing the peqpk 
from their etedienee to the ^^aws of the" 
realm f Is refinance xeconunended, but ex-* 
prefsly only fo far as k is ftri6Uy leg4| ? 
Let the impartial public determine, whe-^ 
ther this is ^ language of seditjon, or 
can have sfie kail: t^ndenty to excke t&ai-' 
TERous injmrd^ipnSyCt whethCT the Haufe 
if Commons hoLVC not made a falfe and 
groundld^ chai^. 

The general iAargje dbat fhe North Bri^ 
$oHj No^ 459» is a lieel, fcaroely deferves 
an mhr^i. becaufe the term is vi^ue, and 
ftill remains ^^mde&i'd by our law. Everjf 
man applies it to what he diflikes. A 
fpirited fiiMre will be .deem'd a libel by a 
wicked Miniftery and by a corrupt judge^ 
who &d^ Of wh<» dread die lafii. In my. 
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Opinion the rankeft lihd of modern tiines is 
the fatfe and hiUbmc Addr^ of the Jte&. 
jtnity in this Heufe efCofnmoks #A fthe Prer 
Hminary ArHctis. Tbey faid that they had 
(xmfider'd them with their ieft nttenttM^ 
f hey exprefs*d thtftronge/tfentH^enfs ofgror 
$ttude^ xh^Y^xnth^ hearty applmfe^xhcf 
declared the Peace wo^ld be no kfs bonoun- 
able than profitable^ folid^ andy in all human 
probabiKty^ permanent. Were the Houje of 
Gammons ferious in this Addrefs^ which 
was drawn up and prefented, CMpn before 
anyoneofthegrofs blunders ivt^tPretinnT 
fiaries had been amended ? If i^'^y were, 
the body of the people j:\idg*d better, and 
rdid not hefitatc tp give their clear opi- 
nion, that the glories of the war were |kr 
.crific*d by an inadequate and infecure Peace, 
which cou*d not fail of foop retjrieying the 
affairs. of France. Time has already prov'd 
jthat the nation judg'd right, and that the 
Peace is in almoft every part infamous and 
rotten^ contrary to the vain boaft in the 
Mihifter^s Speech at the beginning of the 
^ame feilion, the utmoft care has hen take^ 

J 3 
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to remove aU occajions of future difpuns be- 
tween my fubjeSs and tbofe of France and 
Spain^ and thereby to addfecurity and perma- 
nency to the bleffings of Peace : a declara- 
tion not believ'd by the nation at the time 
it was ma4|, and fince, from a variety of 
fa£b, known not to be founded on truth. 
The North Briton did not fufFer the public 
to be mifled. He acknowledged no pri- 
vile^d vehicle of fallacy. He confider'd 
the liberty of theprefs as the bulwark of all 
our liberties, as inftituted to open the eyes 
of the people, and he feems to have thought 
it the duty of a political writer to follow 
truth where ever it leads. In his behalf I 
wou'd alk tvtn Lord Mansfield^ can truth 
he a i,iBEi. ? Is it fo in the Kin^s Bench ? 
Tho' it has always found a cold and un- 
welcome reception from his Lordfhip, 
tho' it has thro* life proved much more his 
enemy than his friend, yet furely he has 
not been usM to treat it as a libel. I do 
not know what the doftrine.of the Kin^s 
Bench NOW is, but I am fure that it will be 
^ fatisfaftory anfwer to the honeft part of 



mankitid, who follow the diftates of found 
fenfe, not the jargon of Law, nor the court 
flattery of venal Parliaments, that' The 
North Briton^ No. 45, cannot be a libel, 
becaufe it does not in any one lihe deviate 
froni truth. 

This unlucky paper is likewife faid to 
contain exprejfions of the mojl unexampled in- 
folenct and Hontumely towards his Majejiy^ 
moft manifeftly tending to alienate the Affec- 
tions of the People from His Majejiy^ and by 
the hirelings of the Miniftry it is always in 
private charged with personal difrefpeft 
to the King. It is however moft certain 
that not a fingle word ^(?r/J?»^//y difrelpeft- 
fuU to his Majefty is to be found in any 
part of it. On the contrary, the fovereign 
is mentioned not only in terms of decency^ 
but with that regard and reverence, which 
' is due from a good fubjeft to a good King — 
a Prince of fo many great and amiable quali- 
ties^ whom England truly reveres — the per^ 
final charaSier of our prefent amiable SovC" 
reign makes us eafy and happy that fo great 
a power is lodged in fuch hands, ^kz xJxdk 

14 
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th^ ixpfefficns of the meft Mixamphi infiw 
knee and caniumefy towards bis Majefty^ 
ivfiich the Majority in this Houje cf Com- . 
mons h^e declared that it contains ? Are- 
thde expreffions moft mamfefHy tendi^ to 

alienate the Affellions of the People from His 
Majefty *f The Majority^ who coif d vote 

this, feem equally fuperior to any regard 
for truth, or modefl fear of detection. The 
author of that paper, fo far from making 
any perfonal attack on his Sovereign, has 
even vindicated him perfonalJy from Ibmc 
of the late meafures, which were fo feverely 
cenfur^d by the judicious and unbiafs'4 
Public. He exclaims with an honeft in- 
dignation, v)hat a fhame was it to fee tbo 
fecurity of this country^ in point of military 
force^ complimented away^ contrary to 

THE OPINION OF ROYALTY ITSELF, and fa-, 

crificed to the prejudices^ and to the igno^ 
ranee of a fet of people^ the moft ut^t from 
every confideration to be confulted on a matter 
relative to the fecurity of the Houfe of Ha- 
nover? When the Speech is mention*d^ 
when the various abfutditics, aud even 
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fdUichs of it, are held out to the xsVEgm^ 
it is always calPd, in the language of PaN 
^liam^nt, and' cf the conftitution, the Aff-» 
nifter^i Speech^ and the author declare* ttett 
he doubts, wbethtr the impojition is grtai& 
pn the ftmereign^ or on the nation : fo tcn-» 
der has he been of the honour of his Prince; 
fo zealous in his vindication. The Mini- 
fter is indeed every where treated with the 
contempt and indignation he has merited, 
but he is ever carefully diftinguilh'd fixun 
the fovereign. Every kingdom in the 
world has in it's* turn found occafion to la- 
ment ' that Princes of the beft intentions 
have been deceived and mifled by wicked 
»nd defigning Minifters and Favourites, It 
has likewife in moft countries been the fate 
of the few daring patriots, who have ho-r 
neftly endeavoured to undeceive their fove- 
reign, to feel the heavieft marks of his 
difpleafure. It is however I think rather 
wonderful among usj even in thefe timeSj 
that a paper, which contains the moft du- 
tiful exprcflions of regard to his Majefty, 
fliould be treated with (\jclv ua\xC\xal fev^ 
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Tcrity, arid yet that fo many other public 
cations of the fame date, full of the moft 
deadly venom, fhou'd pafs totally unrc-^ 
garded. Some of thefe papers contained 
the moft opprobrious refleftions on that 
true patron of liberty, the late King^ whofc 
memory is embalm'd with the tears of Eng- 
lijhmen, while his alhes are rudely trampled 
upon by others, whom his godlike attri- 
bute of mercy had pardpn'd the crime of 
unprovoked rebellion. Others were foil 
of the moft indecent abufe on our great 
Proteftant Ally, the King ofPruJfta^ on the 
near relation of his prefent Majefty, who 
has merited fo highly of the nation by fix- 
ing the crown in the Houfe of Hanover, 
on the ftauncheft friends of freedom, the 
City of London^ and on the firft chara£ters 
among us. Yet all thefe papers have pafs'd 
uncenfur'd by Minifters, Secretaries, and 
by the two Houfes of Parliament, 

There only remains one other charge, 
that the North Briton^ No. 45, contains 
thegrojfeft afperftons upon both Houfes of Par- 
liament^ and the moft audacious defiance of 



( 2^3 

/i&^ AUTHORITY of the wbok Legijlaturc: It 
is to be lamented that the Majority of ei- 
ther Houfe of Parliament Ihou-d ever lay 
the juft ground of any afperjion^ or fall 
into general contempt with the people. 
We have feen their aftions, and we know 
the mercenary motives of them. When 
the grojfeft afperfions are complained of^ 
the queftion is, have they been merited? 
Are they well founded ? It is in vain they 
talk of their authority. It is departed from 
them. Authority^ which is founded on 
cfteem and reverence, and is the conftant 
attendant only of thofe, who are belicv'd 
to be good and virtuous, has long ago left 
therii ; ' but I mufl: own their power ftill 
remains. We have feen to whj^t unjufti- 
fiable lengths it haS? been carried, and a 
man, who is ralh enough to make an im- 
potent and unavailing attack upon it, will 
ibon find himfelf the unpitied viftim. All 
thinking men are full of apprehenfions at 
the approach of their meeting, and the na- 
tion impatiently expeds the allotted term 
of refuming a power they have fo (hamc- 
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fully abused, by fetting afide thofc, whd 
have ignomihioufly bctrayM their miflv 
and have made the nobleft blocxl of our 
heroes be fpilt almoft in vain. Under the 
arbitrary Stuarts^ when our more than Sjh 
man Senates dar'd to bring truth to the 
foot of the throne, and made the trem^ 
bling tyrant obey her facred voice, the na- 
tion was in love with Parliaments, becaufe 
they were the fteady friends of liberty, and 
never met but in favour of the fubjetfl: to 
redrefe real grievances* Now we arc 
aiarm*d at every approaching fejffim^ be^ 
caufe we know that a corrupt Mkjarity 6nly 
affemble to make their own terms with 
,the Minifter, to load their fellow fubje&$ 
with the moil partial taxes, in order to pay 
the amazing number ttf ufelefs places and 
penfions, created only to prevent their 
mutiny or defertion^ or to furrender to th^ 
/crown thoit privileges of Parliament, which 
were extorted from former prerogative- 
princes for the fafety of the people, and I 
fear they meet to forge fetters for themr 
ifelves and their poftcrity. 
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. I have thusy Gendemcn, gone thro*; 
all the obje£tions madc.againft this paper,. 
which is ceitaialy innocent, perhaps men- , 
torious^ only to fcew the extreme injufti.ce, 
of the treatHKint I eiq)erienc'd, as theyi/-;. 
pofed author. The moft cruel orders were^ 
given by the deceased fecretary of ftate, /^ 
drag meout^npf bed at mdmgbl. A good 

deal of humanity, and ibme fliare of timi- 
dity, prevented the execution of Xuch ruf-^ 

fian'-like commands. I was made a pri- 
foner in my own houfe by feveral of the 
King^s meilengers, who only produc*d. 
a General Warrant iffued without oath^ 
neither naming, nor defcribing me. I. 
therefore refused to obey a warrajtit, which 
I knew to be illegal. I was Jiowever by 
violence carried before the Earls of S,gre- 
numt and Halifax^ who thought it worth 
their while to a(k me a tolerable number 
of plain queftions, to not oi\e of which I 
thought it worth my while to give a plains. 
anlwer. It is no fmall fatisfaftion to me', 
now to know, that I have not a friend in 
the world, who wifhes a fingle wpf d unfaid. 
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by me in the critical moment of that er- 
aminadon. I informed their Lordfhips of 
the orders afhially given by the Court of 
Common Pleas for my Habeas Corpus^ not- 
withftanding which I was committed to 
the Tower, the cuftody of me ihifted into 
other hands, and that ad for the liberty 
of the fubjeft eluded. Altho' the offenfe 
of which I ftood accused, was undoubtedly 
bailabky yet for three days every perfon 
was refused admittance to me, and the 
Governor was obliged to treat me in a 
manner very different from the great hu- 
manity of his nature, for he had received 
orders to confider me as a clofe prifoner. 
I rejoice that I can fay, I am the onlyin- 
ftanceoffuch rigorous treatment fince the 
acceffion of the mild Houfe of Brunfwickj 
altho' the Tower has twice been crouded 
even with rebels from the Northern parts 
of the Ifland ; and therefore I (hall conti- 
nue to regret the wretched and cowardly 
policy, the indecent partiality, and even 
injuftice, of conferring on Scotsmen All 
the governments of the f<tvj eovvc3^e.fts tvo^ 
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tamely given up by the Scottish Minifterj 
conquefts won by the valour of the united 
forces of England^ Scotland and Ireland. 
While I fufFer*d this harlh confinement, 
my houfe in Great George Streep was plun- 
dered, all my papers were feiz'd, and fome 
of a very nice and delicate nature, not 
bearing the mofl: diftant relation to the af- 
fairs of government, were divulg'd, as if 
Adminiftration were determined to fhew, 
that men, who had violated public jufiice^ 
were incapable oi private honour. 

** Two days previous to my being heard 
before a court of Juftice, I had the grief 
to find that my enemies had prevail'd on 
his Majefty to fhew me a public mark of 
his difpleafure, by fuperfeding me as Co- 
lonel of the Regiment of my own county, 
without any complaint againft me, which 
cou'd not but give fuch a ftep the very un- 
conflitutional appearance of influencing or 
intimidating my judges. When I was 
brought before the court of Common Pleas^ 
I pleaded the caufe of univerfal liberty. It 

was not the caufe of Peers and Gendemen 

« 
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Qf2^, but of aU the middling and inferior 
clafs of people^ wbdftand meji in need offm- 
USum^ which I obierv'd was on that day 
the great queftion before the court. I w^ 
difchaig'd from imprKbumciat by the una- 
niiQOias ientence of my judges^ without 
giving any bail or fecurity. On the firft 
day of the meeting of Parliament^ I hum- 
bly fubmitted my grievances to the Hmft 
of Commons^ as they were chofcn to be the 
jguardians of the liberties of the people 
againft the defpotifm of minifters. I like- 
wife voluntarily cntcrd my appearance to 
the aftions brought at law againft me, as 
foon as I kocw the determination of the 

Majority^ that all the irregularities againft 
me (hou'd be juftified, and that ho privi- 
lege ftiou*d be allow*d in my cafe^ even as 
to the mode of proceeding, which was the 
moft harlh the rancour of party cou'd devife, 
" The firft charge exhibited againft me 
was for being xht author of the North Bri^ 
ion^ No. 45, and I was expell'd the Houfe 
of Commons on that charge, after a loofe exr 
amination at their bar of witnejjcs without 
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cntb. The judicial proceediftgs againft: 
me, as the fuppofed author^ were however 
drop'd, and I was afterwards try*d in the 
King^s Bench only fox* the republication of it* 
If the charge againft me as author was juft^ 
and cou'd be fupported on oathy why was 
I not tried at law on that charge ? If the 
charge was ui^uft, and cou'd not befup*" 
i^Tttd on oatb^ v/hy w2l& I expelPd ? If the 
republication is a crime^ it was publickly 
committed by the printers of feVeral news- 
papers, who ftill reniain unnotic'd^ altho* 
their names appear to their^feveral papers. 
This is furely a glaring proof of the greateft 
partiality. My perfonal 'enemy. Lord 
Mansfield, chose to try both the caufes 
againft me, that he might in the moft 
daftardly manner, under the colour of 
law, ayen^ the attack made on thole 
known political principles of his, fo in. 
confiftent wikh the glorious Revotiition, pn 
the rooted attachment of himfelf and his 
Aeareft relations to the Stuart family, on 
his partiality in the feat of juftice, &c. &c. 
which feem to have b«cn favourite toxica 
K 



in tfcc North Briton^ and otficr politicsi 
pjipcrs, of which his Lordlhip did mc the 
honour to name me as the author. This 
had long rankled in his heart, and now^ 
thefaircft opportunity of revenge prefented 
itfelf. Having carcftiUy ftudied the r^- 
cords ^ and finding that they did not infure 
die certainty he wifli'd of my convidion^ 
on the evening preceding the trials, he 
fcnt for my folicitor to his own house, 
and defir*d him to confenr to the altera-^ 
rions his Lordlhip proposed in both the 
caiifes, that of the North Britoffj No. 45,. 
and of the Efay on fFoman. '' The Chiefs 
Jujiice funk into the crafty attorney^ and 
made himfelf a party againft the perfon ac-^ 
cus'd before him as judge', when he ought 
to have'prefum*d lile innocent. My foli- 
citor refused, and againft his confent the?" 
records were there materially altered by his 
Lordfhip's exprefs pitiefs^ fo that I was- 
tried on two new charges,, very different 
from thofe I had anfwer*d. This is, I 
]:>elieve, the mofl; d^in^ violation of the 
rights of EngliJIomen^ '^\iY^\^\f^^ ^y^^ 
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laittcd by any judge fincc the rime of 
Jeffries \ yet this arbitrary ScotHJb Cbuf 
Jujtice ftill remains unimpeach'd — except 
in the hearts of the whole nation. Seve- 
ral of the Jury were by counter-notices^ 
JBgn'd Summoning Officer^ prevented from, 
attending on the day ^pointed for the 
trial, while others had not only private 
notice given them of the real iay^ but 
likewife inftrudtions for their behaviour. 
To crown the whole, Lor^ Mansfield in 
his charge tortufd both the law and tbefaSt. 
Jo grpfslyj that the audience were fhock'd 
^p lefs at the indecency than at the partia^ 
4ity of his condud. I was during all thi$ 
time very dangeroufly ill with my daugh- 
ter at Pari^, abfolutely incapable of niak-' 
ing any perfonal defence, and indeed to* 
!taHy ignorant of the^rwo new queftions,gn 
which I was to be tried. 
. " The Majority in the Houfe of Com-^ 
morn had in this interval grown fo impa«- 
tient for revenge, that they wou'd not wait 
to fee, if I ihou'd be intangled in the nice 
xnefties of the curious Mansfield net^ whick 
Kz 
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Wis to be Ipread for me. They vot^ tv/f 
expulfioHj while I was confined to my bed 
at Paris, altho* I had fent to their Speaker 
the moft authentic proof of my abfolute in- 
ability to attend their fummons, and had 
only defir*d a fhort delay. Humanity 
pleaded my caufe in vain. The corrupt 
and canker'd hearts of thofe men^ which 
had been fhut ag^nft juftice, were not open 
to pity. They were fteePd againft com- 
t>a(rion, but I am fure they will feel re- 
morfe. 

*' I now proceed to the other charge 
brought againft me, which refpedts an 
idle poem, called an Essav on Woman> 
and a few other detached verfes. If & 
much had not been faid on this fubjcft, I 
Ihou'd be fuperior to entering upon any 
juftification of myfelf, becaufe I will aU 

ways maintain the right of private opiniofi ' 
in it's fuUeft extent^ when it is not fol- 
lowed by giving any open, public offence 
to any eftabliftiment, or indeed to any in- 
dividual. The crime commences from 
thenccy and xht magiftratc has a, rigjtit tb 
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iatcrpofe, and even to punifti outrageous^ 
and indecent attacks on what any commu- 
nity has decreed to be facred. Not only 
the rules of good breeding, but the law3 
of fociety, are then infringed. In my own 
clofet I had a right to examine, and even 
to try by the keen edge of ridicule, any 
opinions I pleased; If I have laugh'd 
pretty freely at the glaring abfurdities of 
the moft monftrous creeds which was ever 
attempted to be imposed on the credulity 
of chriftians, a creed which pur great 7V7- 
htfon wiSH*D THE Church of Enclakit 
WAS FAIRLY RID OF, it was in private I 
laugh*d. I am not the firft good pro- 
teftant, who has amus*d himfelf with the 
egregious nonfenfe, and filly conceits, of 
that ftrange, perplcx*d and perplexing 
mortal, that faint of more admirable fwal-^ 
low and more happy digeftion than any o^ 
the tribe, Athanaftus. I gave however no 
offence to any one individual of the com- 
munity. The fad is, that after the affair 
of the North Britoi^T, the government 
brib'd one of my fcrvants to fieal a ^artof 
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It Essay on Woman, and the other 
)ieces, out of my houfe. Not quite a 
^ourtb part of the volume had been printed 
at my own private prefe. The work had 
been difcontinued for feveral months, be- 
fore I had the leaft knowledge of the theft. 
Of xh^z fourth part only twelve copies were 

work'd off, and I never gave one of thpfc 
copies to any friend. In this infamous 

manner did government get pofleffion of 
this new fubjeft of accufation, and, ex- 
cept in the cafe of Algernon Sydney j of this 
new fpecies of crime; for a Stuart, only 
cou'd make the refinement in tyranny of 
ranfacking and robbing the recefles of clo: 
fcts and ftudies in order to convert private 
amufements. into ftate crimes. After the fer- 

vant had been brib'd to commit the theft 
in his matter's houfe, the moft abandoned 
man of the age, who in this virtuous reign 
had rifcn to be fecretary of ftate, wa3 
bribed to make a complaint to the Houfe 
$f Lords that I had publish'd an infamous 
/V«?r, which no man there had ever feen. 
It was read before that gre^x. 2iS^rpJo\^ ^l 



grave lords and pious prelateSy excelkntjudgt^ 
of wit and poetry y and was order*d to lie 
•on the tabk, for the Clerks of the Houfc 
rtocopy, and to publish thro* the nation* 
The whole of this proceeding was I own a 
public infult on order and decency, but it 
was committed* by the Houfe ofLords^ not 
•by the acois'd member of the Houfe of 
Commons. The neat, prim, fmirkirig 
"Chaplain of that babe of grace, that gude 
'cbeeld of the prudifti kirk of Scotland^ the 
EarlofMarcbj was highly offended at my 
Jiaving made znejfay on woman. His na^ 
Sure cou'd not forgive me that ineffable 
crime, and his own conduct did not afford 
me the fhadowof an apology. In great 
wrafh he drew his grey goofe quill againff 
me. The pious peer caught the alarm, 
and they both pour'd forth moft woful 
lamentations, their tender hearts over- 
whelmed with griefs or as the Chaplain^ wh(^ 
held the pen, laid, with griefs ot grisfs« 
He proceeded to make very unfair extraftii 
and afterwards to he-note them in the fouleft 
manner. * The mofl: vile blafphemics wece 
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forged, and'publiih'd as part of a work^ 
which in reality contained nothing but fair 
ridicule on fomc dodtrines I cou'd not be-^ 
licve, mock panegyric flowing from merC: 
envy, which ficken*d at the fuperior parts 
and abilities^ as well as wondrous deeds of a 
man I cou*d not love, a few portraits drawn 
from warm life, with the too high colour- 
ing of a youthful fancy, and two or three 
defcriptions, perhaps too lufcious, which 
tho' Nature and Woman might pardon^ 

e Kidgell and a Mansfield cou'd not fall to 
condemn. 

" I have now. Gentlemen, gone thro' 
aU the objeftions, which have been mad^ 
to my condudt in a public capacity. My 
enemies finding that I was invulnerable, 
where they pointed, th^ir moft envenomed 
darts, afterwards attempted to aflaffinate 
my private chara^r, and propagated an 
infinite variety of groundlefs calumnies 
^ainft me, I have generally treated thefe 
with the contempt they defcrv*d, from the 
certainty that all who knew me, wou*d 
Jki^ow that I w^ incapable of the thing; 
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laid to my charge. A few falfehodds ad- 
vanced with more boldnefs than the reft, 
I was at the pains to refute. The fPln- 
chejier ftory in particular, becaufe it re- 
fpe£ted Lord Bute's own fon, and had been 
ufhcr'd to the public with the grcateft pa^- 
rade, as well as with all the impudence of 
malice, and rage of party, I difprovM fo 
iblly, that I am fure not the leaft ihadow 
of a doubt remained in any man's mind as 
to my entire innocence of that moft illi- 
beral charge. I have liv'd fo long among 
you. Gentlemen, that I will reft every 
thing refpefting me as a private man to the 
teftimony, which the experience of fo 
many years authorizes you to give, well 
knowing that true candour always weighs 
in the fame balance faults and virtues. 
The Jbades in private life are darkened by 
an enemy, but fcarcely feen by a friend. 
Belides it is not given to every man to be 
as pious as Lord Sandwich j or as cbajiej in 
and out of the marriage bed, in all thought, 
word, and deed, as the Bijhop of Gloucef- 
ter. 
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- *• A few Other particulars, Gcntlcmci^ 
fdefervc to be mcntion'd, tlut you majr 
have before you the whole of my condud 
in thefe interefting affairs. Immediately 
4Utcr the late flagrant breach of vthe laws, 1 
t:houghtit my duty to the community a:d 
<ommtnce a^ons againft all the perfons 
guilty. I defpis'dthe meannefs ofattack- 
ing only agents and deputies. I endea- 
voured to bring to the jurifcUdKon of the 
law, the principals^ the firft and great of- 
fenders, the twofearetaries offtati. I blulh 
for my country, when I add that tho* I 
3iave employed the ablcft gentlemen of the 
profeffion, they have hitherto found it irii- 
fpoflible even to force an appearance. Loi^d 
JEgremont died, braving the juftice of his 
<:ountry. Lord Halifax lives, perhaps to 
triumph owr it, and to give the example to 
future fecretarics of committing the groflfeft 
violation of the rights of the Commons^ith 
impunity. The judicial proceeding at mgr 
fuit commenced m the beginning of May 
twelvemonth, and now at the end of Odto- 
'bcr in the prefcnt year, his Lordfhip has 
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not entered any a{^ara^c<^ fceking Act- 
tcr all the winter under Prkrilege^ all the 
fummer under the cbitane of law. The 
tittle offenders indeed have not efcap'd* 
Several bcneft juries have mark'd them 
with ignominy, and their guilt has been fbU 
low'd with legal punifhment. But what is 
of infinitely greater importance to the na- 
tion, we have heard from the Bench^ that 

GENERAL WARRANTS ARE ABSOLUTELY- IL- 
LEGAL. Such a declaration is now become 
in the higheft degree intercfting to the fub-- 
je£t, becaufe the Majority in " this courtly 
Houfe of Commons refus'd^ the very laft win- 
ter, to come to any refolufion in favour 
of the rights of their fellow fubjefts* Wo^ 
owe it likewife to the moft upright, inde^ 
pendent, and intrepid Chief Juftice of the 
Court of Common Pleas^ that in the adion 
againft the under Secretary of ftate, Mn 

fVoodj THE SEIZURE OF PAPERS, CXCCpt in. 

cafes of High Treafpn, has been declared 

ILLEGAL. 

When I refleft on thefe two moft im- 
portant determinations in favour oiUberty^ 
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age has borne the nobleft teftimony tx) mc, 
and that nfiy name will pafs ^th honoUr 
to pofterity, for th6 upright and difintc- 
refted jpart I have aded, and for niy xxti^ 
wearied tndtz^oui%tofroteSandfecmttbe 
ptrfonsy boufesj and papers^ of my fellow- 
fubjeSts from arbitrary vifits andfeizwres. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

with much regard and aSeftion^ 

your moft oti^iged, and 

obedient humble fervantp 

John Wilices. 

JPariSy 0£t. 22^ 1764. 
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Dedicatimprefixtd to ike Fall of Moktwe^. 

A TRAaEDY. 

ir^ tht Bight Honourable JdHW Earl of 
Bute, Chancellor of the -Univerjlty ef 
Aberdeen in Scotland^ firji Commiffioner of 
the Treafitry in England^ one of thefixtetn 
Reprefentatives of the Peers of Scotland^ 
one of His Majefifs moft honourable Privy 
Council^ and Knight of the moft noble En^- 
It/h Ofder of thtXiarter. 

My Lord, 

MANY and various motives have 
concurred to give a peculiar pro- 
priety to the fond wiih I had formed of 
making this humble offering to the Shrine 
of Bute. I have felt an honeft indigna- 
tidii at all the invidious and odious appli- 
cations of the ftory of Roger Mortimer. 
I abfolutely difclaim the moft diftant allu- 
iion, and I purpofely dedicate this Play to 
your Lordlhip, becaufe hiftory does not 
iurnifli a more ftriking contraft, than there 
is between the two Minifters in the Reigns 
ofJSdward the Thirds and o£ Georg^e the 
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Third. The former Prince was held in the 
moft abfblute flavery by his. Mother and 
her Minifter, the firft NoWes of England 
were excluded from the King's Councils,;, 
and the Miniop difpofed of all places of 
profitandtrufl;. Th^ King^s Uncles did* 
not retain the ihadow of power and au-- 
tfaority, but were treated with infult, and 

the whole Royal Family was depreflcd, 
sid forced to depend on the caprice of an 
miol^nx, favourite. The youngs King had 
been viftorious over the ScotSy who were- 
in- /i?/z/ reign our cruel enemies, but are 
happily in this our deareft friends. Oa 
every favourable opportunity, either by 
the diftra£tions in the public councils durr 
ing a minority, or by the abferice of the 
national troops, they had ravaged Eng- 
land with fire and fword. Edward might 
have compelled them to accept of any 
terms,, but Roger Mortimer, from per- 
fonal motives of his own power and am- 
bition, haftily concluded an ignominious 
Peace, by which he facrificed all the glo- 
Bies of a fucccfsful War* With the higheft- 
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ripturc 1 now look back to that difgrtice* - 
ful aera, and I exiilt when I compare it 
with the halcyon days of George the Thirds 
This excellent Prince is held in no kind of 
captivity. All his Nobles have free ac- 
ccfs to him. The throne is not now bc- 
fiegedi • Court fiivour, not confined to one 
partial ftream, flows in a variety of difFe-* 
rent channels, enriching this whole coun-* 
try. There is now the moft perfedt union 
among all jhe branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily. No Court Minion now finds it ne- 
ceflary, for the prefervation of his own 
omnipotence^ by the vileft infinuations to 
divide either the Royal, or any nobk fa- 
milies. The King's Uncle is now treated 
with that mark'd diftinftion which his lin- 
gular merit is entitled to, both from the 
nation, and the Throne, eftabliflied by 
his valour in extiftgiiifhing a foul rebel- 

• • • 

lion, which burft upon us from it's ytative 
Nortki and almoft overfprcad the Land* 
Our Sovereign is confcious that he owes 
more to out great deliverer than any Priiice 
m Exiropc owes to aivy ^^tOi-i wd he * 
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fets a noble example of gratitude to Princes, 
qUe leS Rois^ ces illuftres ingrats, Sont ajfez 
malheureux pour ne connoitre pas. No fa- 
.vourite now has trampled upon the moft 
refpedlablc of the JEnglifl) Nobility, and 
driven them from their Sovereign's Coun- 
. cils. No difcord now rages in the king- 
dom, but every tongue blefles the Mini- 
fter who has in fo many ways endeared 
himfelf no lefsto the Nobility than to the 
whole body of the People. Primores po- 
puli arripuitj populumque tributim. To 
compleat the Contraft, we have now an 

advantageous^ a glorious Peace, fully ade- 
quate to all the fuccejfesj to all the glories 
of the War. 

The internal policy of this kingdom is 
equally to be admired. Our gracious So- 
vereign maturely examines all matters ot 
national importance, and no unfair or par- 
tial reprefentation of any bufmefs, or of 
any of his fubjedts, is fuflfered to be made 
to him, nor can any charad:er be aflaffi* 
nated in the dark, by an unconflitutional 
Prime ASmfter. He regularly, by. your 

I. 
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advice, attends every private council of 
real moment, and nothing is there fub- 
mitted to the arbitrary decifion of one 
man . This happy ftate of things we owe 
to your Lordihip's unexampled care of 
His Majefly's youth. The great promife 
you made us, that we fliould frequently 
lee our Sovereign, like his great Predecef- 
for William the Third, prefiding in perfon 
at the Britifli Treafury, has been fulfilled 
to the advantage and glqry of thefe times,, 
and to the perfefting of that fcheme of 
economy ^ fo c^rneftly recommended from? 
the Throne,"To aHy carried into execution 
hyyourfelfj ^ndyourjCkanallor of the Ex- 
cbeqtier^ and fo minutely by the Lord Ste- 
ward of the Houfliold.. Your whole coun- 
cil of ftate too is compofed of men of the 
firft abilities ; the Duke of Bedford^ the 
Earls of Halifax j Egremontj and Gower j 
the Lords Hentey^ Mansfield^ and Ligonier ; 
Mr. George Grenvilky znd Mr. Fox. The 
bufinefs of this great empire is not how- 
ever entirely trufted Co them : the moft 
arduous and complicate parts are not only 
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digefted and prepared, but finally revifed 
and fettled, by Gilbert Elliot^ Alexander 
tVedderburtij Efqrs; Sir Henry Erjkine^ 
Bart, and the Home. 

Another reafon why I chufe your Lord- 
fliip for the fubjeft of this Dedication, is 
that you are faid, by former Dedicators^ to 
cultivate with fuccefs the polite arts. They 
ought to have gone further, and to have 
Ihewn how liberally you have rewarded all 
men of genius. Malloch and the Home 
have been nobly provided for. Let 
Churchill or Armjirong write like thern^ 
your Lordfliip's claffical tafte will relifh 
their works, and patronize the authors. 
You, my Lord, are faid to be not only 
a Patron^ but a Judge^ and Malloch adds, 
that he wifhes, " for the honour of our 
country, that this praife were not, almoji 
exclujively^ your own." I wifh too, for 
the honour of my country, and to preferve 
your Lordfhip from the contagion of a ma- 
lignant envy^ that you would not again 
give permijfion to a fcribler to facrifice al- 
mofl: the whole body of our Nobility and 

L 2 
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Gentry to his itch of panegyric on you, and 
of pay from you ; and I fubmit, whether 
a future incoiiyenience may not refult from 
fo remarkable an inftance how certain and 
fpeedy the way to obtain the lajl is, by 
means of the /ry?. 

The progrefs, ipy Lord, which almoft 
alj the fciences have made in England^ has 
become the jealoufy of Europe. Under 
your aufpices Botany and Tragedy have 
reached the utmoft height of perfeftion. 
Not only the Syjiem of Power ^ but thefV- 
gttable Syftem has been compleated by the 
joint labours of your Lordfliip, and the 
gf eat Doftor Hill, i'ragedy under Mallocb 
and the Home has here rivalled the Greek 
model, and united the different merits of 
the great Moderns. The fire of Shake- 
fpeare^ and the correftnefs ofRaciney have 
met in your two countrymen. One other 
exotic too I muft not forget : Arthur Mur- 
phyj Gent. He has the additional merit 
of a^ing no lefs than of writings fo as to' 
touch in the moft exquifite manner all the 
£ne feelings of the human frame, I have 
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fcarc^cly ever felt myfelf more forcibly af- 
fedted, than by this poor neglefted player, 
except a few years ago at the Duchefs of 
S^eenjberrfs^ where your Lordfhip fo fre- 
quently exhibited. In one part, which 
was remarkably humane and amiable^ you 
were fo great, that the general exclama- 
tion was, here you did not a£i. In another 
part you were no lefs perfeft. I mean in 
the famous fqene of Hamlet^ where you 
pour fatal poifon into the ear of a good»un- 
fufpefting King. If the great names of 
Murphy and Bute, as Players^ penfantur 

eddem trutinSj it is no flattery to fay that 
you, my Lord, were not only fuperior, 
but even unrivalled by him, as well as by 
all who have ever appeared on the great 
Jiage of the world A$ a writer ^ I take 
Mr. Murphy rather to excel you, except in 
points of Orthography : as an a^or^ he cai^ 
form no pretenfion to an equality.. Na^ 
ture indeed in her utmoft Jimplicity wc ad- 
piire in Mr. Murphy ; but Art.^ Jrt^ chs^T 
^a^terifes your Lordihip*. 

i^3 
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This too gives your Lordfliip a claim 
to the Dedication of this Play. You are 
perfeft in every thing refpefting the powers 
of ailing. Your whole mind has been 
fbrmed to it. All your faculties have been 
direfted to this important objeft. While 
Mr. P/7/, Lord Temple^ and others, your 

cotemporaries, were preparing themfelves 
for the national bufinefs of Parliament, 
and already taking a diftinguifhed part 
there, you were treading a private ftage 
in the high bulkins of pompous, fonorous 
Tragedy. With what fuperior fuccefs I 
reoord with pleafure. Mr. Pitt and his 
noyie Brother are now both in a private 
ftation. You have, almofi exclu/ively, the 
fmiles of your Sovereign ; they only the 
empty applaufe of their country. This 
too they Ihare with others ; a Duke of New-^ 
cajile and Vevorjhire ; a Marquis of Rock^ 
ingham^ an Earl of Hardwickj and the two 
fpirited, young Nobles, >yho ftand fo high 
in fame and virtue, whom England gla» 
ries that flie can call her own, the Dukes 
of Grafton and Porllfxti^^ 'Wfe.^^vsx- 
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giiiihed cliarafters muft ever be refpefted 
by your LoMfhip, for their ardent love 
of our Sovereign and of Liberty^ and hor- 
noured by this nation as the declared, de- 
teririined, and combined enemies of defpo- 
tic, infolent, and contt\xvp{\h\t favouritifm. 

As Tragedy and Bvtany have thus reared . 
tkcir heads, give me leave to recommend 
to your Lfordlhip one important point re- 
fpcdting the Sciences^ and the Belles Let- 
treSj which ftill remains unfettled : I mean 
Orthography, The French Academy has 
fixed it for their nation ; yet a bbld mo- 
dern, Voltaire^ has dared to deviate from 
:their rules, and has endeavoured to efta- 
blilh a new Orthography^ ftill nearer ap- 
proaching to the modern pronunciation. 
I have feen, and admired, fome curious. 
ipecimens of your Lordlhip's labours of 
this kind, moft happily adapted even to 
xht female nrvode of pronunciation, which 
with me^ as well as with a polite nobleman, 
muft ever bear the palm, if hot of cor- 
rcftnefe, yet of grace and elegance. In- 
r</eed, myLorc^i .the letters! ^>3i^^v^'^^ 
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lb curious, that I wifti for 2l fac Jhnile dP 
them, as we have of one of the genuine let* 
ters of your country-man Archibald Bower, 
They would, I am perfuaded, excel all 
the curibus manufccipts of this kind in 
your own Univerfity oi Aberdeen^ or among 
the immenfe coUeftion of learned books of 
your late valuable purchafe, fhe Argyle 
Library. May I not therefore hope that 
as the Definitive Treaty is now figned, your 
Lordfhip's labours will be direfted to this 
important point, and that we may expedk 
to fee a compleat OrthograpbicalDiStiomryy 
^o determine the knotty point of Britain 
for Briton, which has of late puzzled that 
great writer, thcgreat Briton himfelf, not- 
withftanding the excellence of his Scottijb 
education ? Eafe arid^elegancc will, I am 
perfuaded, ftill attend your Lordfhip as 
infeparably as they have ever done, nor 
will you in this cafe be in danger of being 
forfaken by them, when, as Benedin (or 
if you pleafc in your own botanical phrafc, 
Cardnus BenediStus) fays, ncrjo be is Xvirntd 
OitTHOORAPHEK^ hts wwifi arc ttn3erj Jan-. 
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tajlual' banquet y juft fo many Jirflngt 
dijhes. 

I fhould have added, my Lord, that the 
Pity I make an offering of is a Tragedy ^ 
the moft^r^i;^ and moral oi^M Poems, and 
thefefore with a happy propriety comes in- 
fcribcd to your Lordfliip, the moft^r^w, 
the moft moral of all men. . , A witty comedy j 
I would never have offered to your Lord- 
fliip, nor indeed to any of your country- 
men. Wit is an ignis fatuusj which be- 
wilders and leads us aftray. It is the 
primrofe patbj which condufts to folly. 
Your Lordfliip has never deviated into it. 
You have marched on with folemn dignity^ 
keeping ever the true tragic ftep, and have 
on the greateft occafions (fo known^ fo ho- 
noured in the Houfe of Lords) exhibited 

to the world what you learnt on the ftage, 
the moft pompous diftion with the boldeft 
theatrical fwell, infinitely fuperior to all 
the light airs of wit or humour. The ealy 
fock of laughing comedy you never con- 
defcended to wear. 
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I have duly Giic thing more to urge t(* 
your Lordftiip. The Play is quite inftper- 
fcft. Your Lordftiip loves the ftage : fo 
<locs Mr. Murphy. Let me intreat your 
Lordfhip to aflift yoMf friend in perfecting 
the weak fcenes of this Trage^fyj and from 
thefe crude labours of Ben John/on and 
others, to give us a compleat Play. It is 
the warmeft wifli of my heart that the Earl 
^f Bute may fpeedily compleat the ftory 
of Roger- Mortimer. I hope that your 
JLordftiip Villi graeioujfy condefeend to un- 
dertake this arduous tafH> to which parts 
like yours, are fo- peculiarly adapted. A 
variety of anecdows in real life will fuper- 
•cede the kaft neccffity of poetical fidion. 
To you every thing' will be eafy. The ffth 
Aii of this Play will find talents great a§ 
your's, ftill in full vigour, even after you 
ihave nm fo wonderful a* career. If mdtfc 
importanP QorsctxM^ dtKer of bufmefs; -or 
.amufement^ engage you too much, I beg, 
my. Lardy - that you ^ W^ll^^leafe royally to. 
r€c^mmand Mr. Murphy, as Mr. Maepherfm 
^ys yon commanded hitu to -pxxXiftSci ^ 



( ^55 ) 
pYafe-poems of Fingal and I'etnora. Such 
a wofIc will immortaHze your name in the 
liierary^ as the Peace of Verfailles will in 
the pclitkal world, and wherever the name 
of Roger Mortimer fhall be mentioned, 
that of Bute will follow to the lateft times. 
Give me leave, my Lord, to offer my 
thanks as an Englifhman, for your public 
conduft. At your acceffion to power, you 
found us a diftra<5ted, difunited nation. 
The late abandoned minifter of the people 
had wickedly extended every dart of cor*- 
ruption through all ranks of men, thefe- 
nate (I fpeak of the late venal Parliament) 
riot excepted. You, my Lord, have made 
us a happy and united nation. Corrup- 
tion ^i?r/^ J //ir^^.^/7/y tbingj upon your 
fummons of Mr. Fox^ nor have I heard of 
a fingle inftance of any undue, unconfti- 
tutional influence exerted in the fenate. (I 
fpeak of tliQ prefent,, virtmm Parliament), 
Your Lordftrip too from every foreign 
Court has received the moft flattering tet 
tnnonics of an^unbounded confidence in 
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joviY*befadty znd good faitbj equal to their 
juft fehfe of your tranfcendent abilities. 

I beg pardon, my Lord, for having fb 
long detained the patriot Minifter of the 
patriot King, from the great fcenes of fo- 
reign bufinefs, or the rooting out corrup- 
tion at home^ or the innocent employments 
of his leifure hours. I hope Doftor Hill 
and the Home will forgive me, and that 
the great Triumvirate having completed a 
glorious y and permanent peace, may in 
learned eafe^ under the fhade of their own 
olive^ foon enjoy the full fweets 6f their 
own philofophy ; for as Candidc obferves^ 
Cela eft bien dity mais il faut cuxtiver 
NOTRE jARDiN. In your fofter, more en- 
vitd hours of retirement, I wilh you^ my 
Lord, the moft exquifite pleafures under 
the fhade of the Cyprian Myrtle. Your 
patriot moments will be paffed under the 
fhade of your Scottijb Fir. 

I will no longer intrude on your Lord- 

Ihip, The Cocoa Tree zndyour countrymen 

may be impatient to fettle with you the 

^r^ and tht Finances of tbis Vvcv^^^tcw. 
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I have only to add my congratulations on 
the peculiar fame you have acquired, jR> 
adequate to the wonderful adts of your 
adminiftration. You arc now in fuU pof- 
feffion of that fame at the head of Tories 
and Scotfmen ; but alas ! my Lord, how 
fantaftick, as well as tranfitory is fame ! 
The meaneft bg^e their day \ and though 
Mr. Fitt is now adored, as the head of 
Whigs and Englifhmen^ the great efi can but 
blaze^ and pafs away^ 

I am, with a zeal and relpeft equal to 
your virtues. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Very humble fervant, 
March 15, 1763. 




Letter to His Grace the Duke ^/Grafton* 

My Lord, 
•' I T is a very peculiar fatisfaftion I feel, 
on my return to my native country, that 
a nobleman of your grace's fuperior ta- 
lents, and inflexible . integrity, is at the 
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head of the moft important department of 
ftate. I have been witnefs of the genera^ 
applaufe, which has been given abroad,. 
to the choice his majefly has made, and I 
am happy to find my own countrymen 
zealous and unanimous in every teftimony 
of their approbation. *J^ 

I hope, my Lord, that I may congrav 
tulate myfelf, as well as my country, oh 
your grace's being placed in a ftation of 
fo great power and importance. Though 
I have been cut off from the body of his 
majefly*s fubjefts, by a cruel ^nd unjuft 
profcription, I have never entertained an 

idea inconfiftent with the duty of a good 
fubjeft. My heart ftill retains all its for- 
mer warmth for the dignity of England, 
and the glory of its fovereign. - 1 have not 
affociated with the traitors to our liberties, 
nor made a fingle connexion with any man 
who was dangerous, or even fufpefted by 
the friends of the proteftant family on the 
throne. I now hope that the rigour of a 
long-unmerited exile is paft, and that I 
may be allowed to continue in the land> 
^nd among the friends oi Vvbtix^j . 
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I wifli, my lord, to owe this to the 
mercy of my prince. I entreat your grace 
to lay me with all hxKiiility at the king's 
feet, with the trueft afllirances, that I have 
never, in any moment of my life, fwerved 
from the duty and allegiance I owe to my 
ibvereigfl|^and that I implore, and in 
every thii^ (ubmit tOy his majefly's clc- 

mency. 

Your grace's noble manner of thinkings 
and the obligs^ons I have formerly re- 
ceived, which are ftill frefh in my mind, 
will, I hope, give a full propriety to this 
addrefs ; .and I am fure a heart, glowing 
with the faired zeal of liberty, muft have 
a favourable reception from the duke of 
Grafton^ I flatter myfelf, that my con- 
duct will juftify your grace's interceding 

with a prince, who is diftinguiflicd by a 
companionate tendemefs and goodnefs to 
all his fubjefts, 

• I am, with the trueft refpeft, my Lord, ' 
Your Grace's moft obedient, and moH 
hambk iervant, 

John WiLKiLS* 
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A fecond ktter to His Grace the Duke of 
Grafton, Firji Commiffioner of His Ma- 
jejlfs TCreafury. 

Vacate culpa magnum eft folatium \ pr^- 
fertim cum babeam duas reft quibus me fuf^ 
tentemj optimarum artium fcientiam^ 13 
maximarum rerum gloriam^ quarum altera 
mibi vivo nunquam eripieturj altera tie mor- 
tuo quidem. Cic£RO. 

My Lord, Paris y Dec. 12, 1766, 

" I A M not yet recovered from the afto- 
nifliment, ipto which I was thrown by 
your grace's verbal meflage, in anfwer to 
my letter of the firft of November. In a 
converfation I had with Colonel Fitzroy at 
the Hotel d'Efpaigne, he did me the ho- 
nour of affuring me, that I ihou'd find his 
brother my real and fmcere friend, ex- 
tremely defirous to concur in doing me 
juftice, that he was to tell me this from 
your grace, but that many interefting par- 
ticulars relative to me cou'd not be com* 
jmu/iicated byieiier, ivor by the poft I 
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fondly believ'd thefe obliging aflurances, 
b^c^ufe on ^ variety of occafions your 
grace had teftified a full approbation o^ 
my conduft, had thank'd me in the mpft 
flattering terms as the perfon the mofl: ufe- 
ful to the common caufe in which we were 
embark'd, and had fhewn an uncommoi^ 
zeal to lerve a man who had fuffer'd fp 
much in the caufe of liberty. 

I returned to England with the gayeft, 
and the moft lively hopes. As foon as 1 
arriv'd at London, I defir'd my excellent 
friend, Mr. Fitzberbert^ to wait on your 
grace, with every profelfion of regard on 
my part, and the refolution I had taken 
of entirely fubmitting the mode of the ap- 
plication I fhou'd make to the throne for 
my pardon. I cannot exprefs the anxiety, 
which your grace's anfwer gave me, Mr. 
fFilkes muft write to Lord Chatham. I theft 
beg*d Mr. Fitzberbert to ftate the reafons, 
which made it impoflible for me to follow 
that advice, from every principle of ho- 
nour, both public and private. I Ihew'd 
too the impropriety of fupplicatirig a fellow 

M 
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futge£t for mercy^ the prerogative- good 
Kings are the moft jealous of, by far the 
brighteft jewel in their crown, and the at- 
tribute, by which they may the neareft 
approach to the Divinity. 

I afterwards wrote the letter to your 
grace, which I have feen in all- the public 
prints. I never received any other anfwer 
but a verbal meflage, Mr. fFilkes muji 
write to Lord Chatham : I do nothing with- 
out Lord Chatham. When I found that 
my pardon was to be bought with the fa- 
crifice of my honour, I had the virtue not 
to hefitate. I Ipurn'd at the propofal, and 
left my dear native LxMidon with a heart 
full of grief that my faireft hopes were 
bjaftedy of humiliation that I had giveir 
an eafy faith to the promifes of a .Minifter 
and a Courtier, and of aftonifhment that 
a nobleman of parts and difcernment 
cou'd continue in an infatuation, fp6m 
which the conduft of Lord Chatham had 
recovered every other man in the nation. 
He was indeed long the favourite charac- 
ter of our countrymen^ Every tongue 
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was wanton in his praife. The whole 
people UvifhM on him their choiceft fa- 
vours, and endeavoured by the nobleft 
means, by an unbounded generofity and 
confidence, to have kept him virtuous. 
With what anguifli were we at laft unde- 
ceived ! How much it coft us to give up 
a man, who had fo long entirely kept pof- 
feflion of our hearts ! How cruel was the 
ftruggle! But alas! how is he chang'd ? 
how fallen ? from what height fallen ? His 
glorious fun is fet, I believe never to rife 

again. 

We long hop'd, my Lord, that public 
virtue was the guide of his aftions, and the 
love of our country his ruling paffion, but 
he has fully fhewn omnis vis virtufqtte in 
lingua Jit a eft. Our hearts glow'd with 
gratitude for the important fervices he had 
done againft the common enemy, and the 
voice of the nation hail'd him our deli- 
verer ; but private ambition was all the 
while fkulking behind the fhield of the pa- 
triot, and at length in an evil hour made 
hiin quit the fccne of all his glory, the 

M 2 
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only place, in which he cou'd be truly 
ufeful, for a retreat, where he knew it 
was impoflible the confidence of the peo- 
ple cou'd follow, but where he might in 
inglorious eafe bear his blushing honours 
thick upon him. 

I might now, my Lord, expoftulate with 
your grace on a verbal meflage, and of fuch 
a nature, in aniwer to a letter couch'd in 
the moft decent and refpedtful terms, com- 
ing too from a late member of the legifla- 
turc. I might regret, that the largeft 
proffers of friendfhip, and real fervice, 
couM mean no more than two or three 
words of cold advice, that I fhou*d apply 
to. another. I might be tempted to think 
it a duty of office in the firft Lord of the 
Treafury to have fubmitted to his Majefly 
a petition relative to the cxercife of the 
nobleft a6t of regal power, which any con- 
ftitution can give any fovereign. Surely, 
my Lord, my application to the firft Com- 
miffioner of the Treafury, who is always 
cohfider'd as the firft Minifter in England; 
was the very proper application. As i 
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had made no difcovery of any new won- 
derful pill or drop, nor pretended to the 
fecret of curing the gout or the tooth-ach, 
I never thought of foliciting Lord Chat- 
bam for a privy feaL His Lordfhip's office 
was neither important, nor refponfible. I 
will not however enlarge on this, but I 
ftialldcfire your grace's permiffion fully to 
ftate what has happened to me as a private 
gentleman relative to Lord Chatham^ be- 
caufe I wou'd not leave a doubt concern- 
ing the propriety of my condu<5l, in $ 
mind naturally fo candid, and fo capable 
of judging truly, as that of the Duke of 
Grafton. 

I believe tjiat the flinty heart of Lord 
Chatham has known the fweets of privatp 
friendfhip, and the fine feelings of huma- 
nity, as little as even Lord Mansfield. 
They are both form'd to be admir*d, not 
bel6v*d. A proud, infolent, overbearing, 
ambitious man is always full of the ideas 
of hi^ own importance, and vainly ima- 
gines himfelf fuperior to the equality ne- 
ceflary among real fricuds, \rv ^\^i^R.^^^^ 

Ms 



(x66) 

nients of true enjoyment. Friendfhip is 
too pure a pleafure for a mind canker'd 
with ambition, or the Kill of power and 
grandeur. Lord Chatham declared in Par- 
liament the ftrongeft attachment to Lord 
Temple^ one of the greateft charafters our 
country cou'd ever boaft, and faid he woi^d 
live and die with his noble brother. He has 
receiv'd obligations of the firft magnitude 

from that noble brother^ yet what trace of 
gratitude or of friendfhip was ever found in 
any part of his condudt ? and has he not 
now declared the moft open variance, and 
even hoftility ? I have had as warm and 
exprefs declarations of regkrd as cou'd be 
made by this marble-hearted friend, and 
Mr. Pitt had no doubt his views in even 
feeding me with flattery from time to time ; 
on occafions too where candour and indul- 
gence were all I cou'd claim. He may re- 
member the compliments he paid me on 
two certain poems in the year 1 754. It I 
were to take the declarations made by 
himkM and the late Mr Potter a la lettre^ 
they were more charrrf d m^ tJwife Nt:d^^ 
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after the ninety ninth reading than after 
the firft ; fo that from this circumftance, as 
well as a few of his fpeeches in parliament^ 
it feems to be likewife true of the firft 
orator, or rather the firft comedian, of our 
age, non difplicuijfe illijocos^ fed nan contl- 

I will now fubmit to your grace, if there 
was not fomething peculiarly bafe and per- - 
fidious in Mr. Pitfs calling me a blafpbe^ 
mer of my God for thofe very verfes, at a 
time when I was abfent, and dangeroufly 
ill from an afiair of honour. The charge 
too he knew was falfe, for the whole ri- 
dicule of thofe two pieces was confin'd to 
.certain myfteries, which formerly the un- 
placed and unpenfion^d Mr. Pitt did not 
think himfelf obliged even to afFedt to be- 
lieve. He added another charge equally 
unjuft, that I was the libeller of my king^ 
tho' he was fenfible that I never wrote ^ 
fingle line difrefpeftflil to the facred per- 
fon of my fovereign, but had only attacked 
the defpotifm of his minifters, with the 

,ipirit becoming a good ^\xV>\^C^^ ^sA -u^^ 
M4 
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lous friend of his country- The reafon of 
this perfidy was pkm. He was. then be- 
ginning to pay homage to the Scottijh Idol, 
and I was the moll acceptable facrifice he 
cou'd offer at the flirine of Bute . Hiftory 
fcarcely gives fo remarkable a change- 
He was a few years ago the mad, feditious 
Tribune of the People, infylting . his So- 
vereign even in his capital city, now he is 
the abjeft, crouching deputy of the proud 
Scot, who he declared in Parliament want-^ 
ed wifdom^ and held principles incompatible 
with freedom \ a moft ridiculous charafter 
furely for a ftatefman, and the fubjedr of 
a free kingdom, but the very proper com- 
pofition for a favourite. Was it pofllble 
for me after this to write a fuppliant letter 
to Lord Chatham ? I am the firft to pro- 
nounce myfelfmoft unworthy of a pardon, 
if I cou'd have obtained it on thofe terms. 
Although I declare, my Lord, that the 
confcious pride of virtue makes me look 
down with contempt on a man, who cou'd 
be guilty of this bafenefs, who cou'd in 

fh^ lobby declare tlaav\r^?LV>^^\x'^:^tt- 
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€d, and in the Houfe on the fame day de- 
fert and revile me, yet I will on every oc- 
calion do juftice to the Minifter. He has 
ierv'd the public in all thofe points, where 
. the good of the nation coincided with his 
own private views ; and in no other. I 
venerate the memory of the Secretary, and 
I think it an honour to myfelf that I ftea- 
dily fupported in Parliament an admini- 
ftration, the moft fuccefsful we ever had* 
and which carried the glory of the nation 
to the highcfl: pitch in every part of the 
world. He found his country almoft in 
delpair. He rais'd the noble fpirit of Eng- 
land, and ftrain'd every nerve againft our 
enemies. His plans, when in power, were 
.always great, tho' in direft oppofition to 
the declarations of his whole life, when 
out of power. The invincible bravery of 
the Britifh troops gave fuccefs even to the 
mod: rafli, the moft extravagant, the moft 
defperate of his projefts. He faw early 
the hoftile intentions of Spain, and if the 
written advice had been followed, a very 
few weeks had then probably clos'd the 
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laft general war ; although the merit df 
that advice was more the merit of his noble 
brother^ than his owa After the omni- 
potence of Lord Bute in 1761 had forcM 
Mr. Pitt to retire from his Majefty's Coun- 
cils, and the caufe was declared by himfelf 
to be our conduft relatire to Spain, I had 
the happinefs of fetting that affair in fo 
<lear and advantageous a light, that he ex- 
prefs'd the moft entire fatisfaftion, and 
particular obligations to my friendfhip. I 
<3o not however make this a claim of me- 
rit to Mr. Pitt It was my duty, from the 
peculiar advantages of information I then 
had. 

The conftitution of our country has no 
•obligations to him. He has left it with 
all its beauties, and all its blemifhes. He- 
.'never once appeared in earneft about any 
•queftion of liberty. He was the caufe that 
in 1 764 no point was gain'd for the public 
in the two great queftions of General 
Warrants, and the Seizure of Papers. 
The curfed remains of the court of Star 
'CAamberj the enQrnvo>]i^ ^C3wtt <:3S. i!cfi: 
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Attorney General, the fok great judicial 
officer of the crown, who is durante bene 
placilOj and not upon oath, who tramples 
on Grand Juries^ and breaks down the 
firft, the foremoft barriers of liberty, con- 
dnued during his adminiftration the fame 
as before. Every grievance, which was 
not rooted out by the glorious Revolution, 
and the latter ftruggles of our patriots, 
ftili fubfifts in full force, notwithftanding 
the abiblute power he exercis'd for feveral 
years over every department of the ftate. 
But I have done with Lord Chatham. I 
leave him to the poor confolation of a 
place, apenfion, and a peerage, for which 
he has fold the confidence of a great na- 
tion. Pity fliall find, and weep over him. 
I am. now, my liOrd, once more driven 
from the Romans to the gay, the polite 
Athenians^ but I fhall endeavour to con- 
vince your grace that I am not totally loft 
to my country nor to myfelf, in this fcene 
of elegant diflipation, and that I do not 
wafte the time in unavailing complaints of 
my -hard fate, and the m^Tm\.>3c4i^ ^1 ^Jw:il^ 
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I h^ve ferv*d with fuccefs, for I fhall very 
foon beg to call the public attention to 
fome points of national importance, and 
in the mean time I fhall embrace this op- 
portunity of doing myfelf juftice againft 
the calumnies, which a reftlefs fadtion does 
not ceafe to propagate. 

The affair of the General Warrant, 
and the Habeas Corpus, is told very un- 
faithfully, and almofl every particular,* re- 
lative to my being made a prifoner, and 
fent to the Tower on the 30th of April 
1763, has been injurioufly mifreprefented 
in feveral late publications. I fhall there- 
fore flate the tranfaftions of that memor- 
able day, and I may appeal to the minutes 
taken at the time for the accuracy of this 
relation. 

On my return from the city early in the 
morning, I met at the end of Great George 
Street one of the King's MefTengers. He 
told me that he had a warrant to appre- 
hend me, which he mufl execute imme- 
diately, and that I mufl attend him to 
Lord Halifax's. 1 dcfir'd to fee the w^ir- 
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rant. He laid it was againji the authors^ 
printers^ and publijbers of the North Briton^ 
No. 45, and that his verbal orders were to 
arreft Mr. fVilkes. I told him the warrant 
did not rcfycGt me : I advis'd him to be 
very civil, and to ufe no violence in the 
ftreet, for if he attempted force, I wou*d 
put him to death in the initant, but if he 
wou'd come quietly to my houfe, I wou'd 
convince him of the illegality of the war» 
ranty and the injuftice of the orders he 
had received. He chofe to accompany me 
home, and then produced the General 
Warrant. I declared that fuch a war- 
rant was abfolutely illegal and void in itfelf, 
that it was a ridiculous warrant againft the 

whole Englifli nation, and I a(k*d why he 
wou'd ferve it on me, rather than on the 
Lord Chancellor, on either of the Secre- 
' taries, on Lord Bute, or Lord Corke, my 
next door neighbour. The anfwer was, / 
am to arreft Mr. IVilkes. About an hour 
afterwards two other Meffengers arriv'd, 
and feveral of their affiftants. They all 
cndcavour'd in vain to perfu^de me to ^c- 
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company them to Lord Halifax's. I had 
likewife many civil meffages from his 
Lordfhip to defxre my attendance.* My 
only anfwer was, that I had not the ho- 
nour of vifiting his LonWhip, and this firft 
application was rather rude and ungentle- 
manlike. 

While fome of the Mcflcngers and their 
afliilants were with me, ikfr. Churchill came 
into the room. I had heard that their 
verbal orders were likewife to apprehend 
him, but I fufpefted they did not know 
his perfon, and by prefence of mind I had 
the happinefs of laving my friend. As 
foon as Mr. Churchill entered the room, I 
accofted him. Good morrow^ Mr. Thomfon. 
How does Mrs. ^homfon do to-day ? Does 
Jhe dine in the country? Mr. Churchill 
thank'd me, faid fhe then waited for him, 
that he only came for a moment to afk me 
how I did, and almoft direftly took his 
leave. He went home immediately, fe- 
cur'd all his papers, and retired into the 
country. The Meffengcrs cou*d never 
g-et intelligence where he was . The fol- 
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Towing week he came to town, and was^ 
prcfent both the days of hearing at the 
court of Common Pleas. 

The whole morning pafe'd in meflages 
between Lord Halifax and me. The h\h- 
finefs of the Meflengcrs being foon pub- 
licly koown, feveral: of my friends came t«> 
me on fo extraordinary an €vent.r I de- 
fir*d two or three of them to go to the 
court of Common Pleas, to make affida- 
vit of my being made a prifoner in my own 
houie under an illegal warranty and to de- 
mand the Habeas Corpus. The Chief 
Jiiftice gave orders that it ftrould iflue im- 
mediately. 

A conftable came afterwards with feve- 
ral jJTiftants to the Meflengers. I repeat- 
edly infilled on their all leaving me, and 
declar'd I wou'd not fuffer any one of them 
to continue in the room againft my conr- 
fent, for I knew and wou'd fupport the 
rights of an Englilhman in the lanftuary 
of his own houfe. I was then threaten*d 
with immediate violence, and a regiment 
c^theguards^ if necefiary, I foon found 
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all rcfiftancc wou*d be vain. The • 

ble demanded my fword, and infij 
my immediately attending the Mefi 
to Lord Halifax*s. I replied, that 
were not aflafllns, they fhou'd firft g 
their names in writing. They co: 
with this, and thirteen let their ha 
. the paper; I then got into my owr 
and proceeded to Lord Halifax's, g 
by the Meflengers and their. affiftai 
I was condudted into a great apa 
fronting the park, where Lord Halil 
Lord Egremont, the two Secretai 
State, were fitting at a table cover' 
paper, pens and ink. The undei 
taries flood near their lordlhips, 
Lovel. Stanhope, the law clerk, a; 
Philip Carteret Webb, the folicitor 

Treafury, were the only perfons • 1 
who attended. Lord Egremont n 

me with a fupercilious, infolent air ; 
Halifax with great politenefs. I •« 
fir'd to take the chair, near .their Jjdn 
which I did. Lord HalifaJtj^ilJlcn I 
that he v/as redh concer/i'J that bedh 
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Idceffitafei to proceed in thai mdnn& agaii^ 
mtj ibat it was exceedingly to be regretted 
tbat 'a gentleman of my rink and aUUties 
iottd eifgi^e againjt bis Ki^^ and bis Ma=^ 
jt^s'goFoemmM. I replied, tbta bis Lord- 
Jbip cot^d not be more nriftaken, for tbeKing 
bad not a fibjeS more vuahnfy attached to 
Ksptrfonandgoi>emmifUtbaHnijfelf'^ tbat 
Tbad aUmyUfe been a warm friend of tbe 
Houfe of^runfwickj and tbe Proteftant Sue- 
tejlon ; tbat wbile Imade tbe trueftproftf^ 
fans of duty to tbe Kit^j I was equally free 
to dHlari in tbe fame moment ^ tbat Ibdiev'd 
nb Prfnci bad ever tbe misfortime of beif^ 
fero^d by fucb ignorant^ infolenty and defpo- 
tic minifterSj ofwbkb my being there was a 
frifb^ glaring proof for I was brought ir- 
fore tbeir Lordfbips by force^ under dGnr^i- 
RAL WARIlAifT, wbicb nam*d no body^ in 
violatibn of tbe laws of fffy country^ and cf 
tbe privileges of Parliament i tbat Ibefd 
botb tbeir Lord/hips to remember my prefe?'^ 
declaration^ tbat on tbe veryfrji day of the 
hifuingfeffioH of Parliament^ 1 wou^dftand 
up in my place and impeach tbim for tbe oji:- 
N 
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life liberties jb/ jj^. ^fetfie, JL^r^fUl^ 
ij^yisfdy fJ^.noibhtg ia4 }^ 4»«< ^ 
l>y ike Mhfift of the b^ Uvsi^Jf,. /at^. 

that it.vfa*^:P9m^ 4iity^-«¥mift^.m!' 
\lt )iad in his hsm4 a. loa^M otqw^^XM/^ 
regularly numbcr*dL. Hf .bfegu^ JMh 

did you fep :bifnA ^c^.^t^ .lieplied, that 
I fufpe^ediberf was. a vmnj6$^,nrf at^mm 
iff.€!j^JJendi^ierti^.ivhafJ^^ mfiitd 

to htomj^ that befeem^d fq h I^in s derh. 
andhtrkatx.jlfa$h!f, andruiJfy: ^oM^ m§^ 
Ugbt t&guidi hmfkrd\ it^iufJkot / e^ttd 
qffun bis Lar^f^, not a J»^- rof^Jfrnid 
€ome fnm me. Lord Hsdi&aL mum'd ta 
the chargCy Mr. WilkeSy doyeu know ^J^ 4 
Kearfiy ? fsV. 6?^. . I faidf Jhat tbis tn^as jr 
curioftty on his L6rdjhifs patt^ which how^ 
9ver laudabk in the fetretary^ J did not Jind 
fnyfetf di^ojidfo ^ratifyr nt^Jb^^t altbfi 
end of my ,ex4mhatioH (^lltbi qtUr^s ofp^ir 
on their Lordjhips' tahUl^fooH^d'bi:as fnHk 
ivhite as, .at the beginning; :: iiprd';Haii£lx 
, then deftr\d:to remind nieofn^ ieing.theirpid* 



Am wmmer ; ibm they mgbt b^toi feenhrfan 
Iwaiti never figf me werd tb^ i^i U 
bmn^s andl idded, Bideeij my Lerisy t 
am not msde efjkcbfiigla^ P^iffii^S then 
turning ID I/ird EgremonCi I£ud, Ceitd 
y0U empUy tertmres^ I waifd never ntier s 
werd nnhcaming my ien0la\ en^eBi^tbe 
fecrtd cm^ideue of any friend. God ins 
given me firmnefs and JUdity^ Ton trifle 
nway yonr time mqfl ^tpemfly^ my Lords. 
Lord Halifax then advU4meto xoeigbweil 
fbe confeqnences tf my eandnff^ nndtbi mU 
vantages te myfdf of agenerons^ frank con^ 
fijfion. I lamented the freflitsoion of the 
V)ord, G£N£Rout, towhat I/botfdconfider 
as an a^ of the ntmqft treadmy^ covuardiee^ 
and wickednefs. His Lordfliip then a(k*d 
XBie^ If I theft to he a frifinerin my ovm 
h^$i id the TowtTy or in Newgate^ for bo 
VMu liif^d to ohUgtmt. I gave bis Lonl^ 
Slip xaf thanks, but / defif^d to remark^ 
that I never rtceinfd onohRgation^ huffrono 

N 2 
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t^ friend^ that I denumded jufiice^ and mf 
immediate liberty^ as an Englijbmanj who 
bad not offended the laws of bis country ; tbat^ 
as to tbe reft^ it was beneatb my attention^ 
tbe odious idea of reftraint was tbe fame odi- 
6US idea every where \ that I wotidgo where 
Jpleaidf and if I was refhraitfd hy a fupe* 
rior forcey I muft yield to tbe violence j but 
wtntd never give colour to it by afhameful. 
compromife\ that every thing was indifferent 
to me in comparifon of n^ honour and my li^ 
berty ; that I made n^ appeal to tbe laws^ 
and bad already by my friends applied to the 
Court of Common Pleas for tbe Ha- 
beas CoRPM, which the Chief JuJUce had 
affualfy ordered to be iffuedy and that Ibofd 
to owe my dif charge folely to my innocence^ 
and to the vigour of the law in a free country. 
Lord Halifax then told me, that IJbou^d 
befent to the Tower ^ where Ifhotfdbe treats 
edin a manner fuitabU to my rankj and that 
he bop'd the Meffengers bad behaved well to 
mt. I acknowledged that they had behaved 
with humanity y and even civility to me^ noP- 
^ihftanding tbe ruffian orders ^ivtn tbem by 
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tiiLori^p^sCQUeague. I the^ again turnVl 
to Lord Egremont, and laid> Tour Lord- 
finp^s verbal orders were to drag me osa ofun. 
bed at mdmgbt. The firft man^ wbo bad 
entered my bedcbamber by force^ IJhottdhave 
laid dead on tbefpot. Probably IJho^dbaoe 
f alien in the Jktrmijb with the others. Itbaidt 
Godj not your Lordftnp^ that fucb a fcene of 
blood has been avoided. Tour Lordjhip is 
very ready to ijfue orders^ wbi<byou have net-- 
tber the courage tojign^ nor I believe tojuftify. 
No reply was made to this. The convcr- 
fation drop'd. Lord Halifax retir'd into 
another apartment Lord Egremont con- 
tinued Allien and filent^ about a quarter 
0f an hour. I then made a few remarks 
on fome capital piftures, which were in 
the room, and his Lordfhip left me alone. 
I vas afterwatxis condufted into another 
apartment. I found there fcveral of my 
friends, in argument with the moft infa- 
mous of all the tools of that adminiftra-. 
tibn, Mr. Philip Carteret TVebb. He cor^- 
fi^tti'd to me, that I was to be carried to 
the Tower, mdwiflfd to know if I ^c.i 0^3 

i 
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fiwurs to a/k. I replied, that I was ufei 

f$ €onfer^ not to recdve^fawnts \ that I was 

fuperior to tbi receiving any even from bis 

Majiers % that all 1 woitdfay tobimwaSy if 

my valet de chamhre was allorped to attend 

me in tbe Tower^ IJbot^d hjba^d and have 

a clean Jbirty if be was not j Ifhoiidbane a 

long beards and dirty Unen. Mr. Webb faid, 

tbat orders would be given for Iris adsMf* 

Jton at the Corner. I complain'd of "dte 

l|iameful cvaQon of the Habeas Corpus^ lA 

£ibding me to the Tower, tho* the onksrs 

of the Chief Ju/lice Pratt were knowxL 

Mr. Webb made no reply to this« He 

came to vUit me at the Tower in the be- 

fanning of my ixhprifonment, when I had 

not the permiflion to fee any friend. I 

defir'd him almoft at his firft entrance to 

take his fcave, for if I was not alloufd to 

fee tbofe 1 kv^dy I wou^d not fee tbofe I de- 

fpis'd. 

While I cpntinued in the Tower, I was 
prefs'd to offer bail in order to regain my 
liberty, and two of the firft nobility defir'd 
to be my fecuritits \nx\v^ ixxmcii \oo^Ky;3RiV 
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each. I ^as exceedingly grateful forthe 
•oScr, but wou'd not accept it. . . I pbfcry*d» 
that neither my health, nor, my ipirits, 
^were afie&ed i that I wou'd. by great ten> 
perance and abllinence endeavour to com- 
penfate the want of air and exercife, but.if 
py health luSer'd in a dangerous way, J 
WQu'd then accept fuch generous. offers, 
^or I hop'd to live that & noble a caufe 
might be brought to a glorious iflue for 
the liberties of my country.. From the 
beginning of this aiduous buHnefs, I wouM 
not on any occalion give bail, by which, 1 
•never involved any friend,, and remained 
the perfefb mafter of my own condufb. 

I ihall now, 07 Lord, pi%K:eed to do 
myfelf juftice againft a calumny of Sir 
Jobn Cuftj aperibn of the meaneft'nat\iral 
parts, and infinitely beneath all regard, . 
except from the office he bears, with the 
utmoft difcredit to himfelf, with equal dif- 
grace and infufficiency to the public. I 
find in the volume of the Journals of the 
Houft of Commons^ juft publi(h*d, vol. 29. 
3). 721. " jovis t9? die Januarii 1764. 

^4 ' ' 
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Mr. Speaker acquainted thoHoufe, duat 
he, upon Tuefday lafl:» pcceiv'd aLet- 
ter by the General Poft from Mr. 
" Wilk^s^ dated Paris the iitb Infhmt, 
inclofing a paper in the French Lan? 
guage^ purporting to be a certificate of 
one of the French King's Phyiicians, 
and of a Surgeon of the laid King's 
Army^ relating to the date of Mp 
*' Wilkes's health, fubfcribed with Two 
*^ Tif ames, but not authenticated before a 
** Notary Public, nor the Signature there- 
" of verified in any Manner whatlbever.** 
Then follow the letler and certificate. The 
infinuation is too plain to be over-look'd, . 
too falfe to be forgiven. The fignature. 
was verified by my letter. It is certain 
that the certificate was in all the ufual 
forms •, yer, though the affair was deter- 
mined with refpcft to me, and I was inde- 
cently expclFd the Houfe of Commons on 
the fame day, without any time being air 
low'd for other proof, a regard to truth, 
and my own honour, made me give the 
mof^ complcat anfwti toxVvi"^^t?xc.Vvfcd^\xh- 
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ccfftigeofthe^baiidon'dAfe/fl'fHjy. Ifeht 
a fecond certificate in the untkfual form 
they had prcfcrib*d thcmfelvci, attcfted by 
two notaries, and confirmed by the Eng- 
liih Embafladon I wrote likfewile again 
tothe ipcaker on the 5th of Februaty* fol- 
lowing,- but neither the fecond letter, cer- 
tificate, of atteftation, is to be found in 
the JoumabjBsthcy^ ought in ^^juftice to 
my charafteh I have, however, my Lord, 
taken care that they ftiou*d be publifhfd, 
for in a free government like 6ur3i I will 
. . endeavour thro' my life to emulate the fpi- 
rit of anticnt Rome, provoco adpopulum ; 
and while the jpeople do not condemn me, 
I fhall, perhaps in this, moft certainly in 
every fucceedmg age, rife fuperior to any 
party cabal, or court faftion. This flep 
covefd my enemies with confufion, but 
was of no farther fervice to me. The party 
war againfl me ceas'd of courfe in the Houfe 
of CommonSy but flam'd with equal fury in 
Weftminjier Hally and was attended with 
every circumftance of revenge and cruelty, 
which the ingenious w\t oi 2l\A"k&&%s^ 
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coo'd de^e to giratify the malke of a( bail 
bctft. 

By the fame Journals^ page yzi^X 
£nd that I am yotcdguiliyafwriiij^^ 
fuilihiMg thi paper ^ intituled ^\ Thg Nortli 
Briton, No. 45,*' and that ieveralwitii^ 
iprtre examia'd« There is not bMirey^j^ 
die Journals a fiqg^ word of the evidjoqa 
they gave» and it is wdllcaown that no 
one of them did, or cou'd, iky any thinj 
relative to the oMtborfiip^ The evidenc 
of the pubUcation was exceeding flight, bu 
ithe wiUingneis of the judges made ampl 
amends for the deficiency of the witnefl^; 
who were not upon oath. The Admioi 
ftration did not chule to rifle either of thd 
charges 4(gainfl me even in the court c 
King's Benchj and I was oniy tried for 
re-publicatifftL I will never hlufli at th 
imputation of being the autber of that ps 
per, becaju^ I know that truth is refpede 
\n every line. One circumftanc^ will loo 
iully appear to the indignant public, 
inean the large debt on the Civil IJfij cor 
(raided, chiefly Vyy tiit ^Q»adaJ«wi& ^\ Aai 
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of a Parlkiftentaiy approbation of the late 

ignominious PeacCy the arbitrary Exrtfei 
ibod odier ruinous meafures of the Scottijh 
mmiftef. But I leave the-aBarrof tho 
C3ml Ufi to a future exa£k diicullion. 

The laft calumny, my Lonf/'which I 
fliall di^rovci ifefpefts the a6Hbns^at feV 
flgaiiift Lord Halifar. ' It fs f£d that T 
have negle£bed, or purpofely difcbntiniierf 
them, fince my exile. The imputation is 
^tally grouridlefi; I was fo ill at Paris in 
the beginning of the year 1764 that it wasf 
impoflible for me then to return to Eng- 
land alive, but I gave the moft exprefs or- 
ders that the law proceeding ftiou*d be 
Carried on with vigour, and in fad there 
*as not a moment's delay. When my 
tvound began to heal in the Ipring, I was 
difluaded by all my friends frorh return- 
ing to a country, where the ftme admi- 
niftration, which -had illegally leiz*d my 
perfon, plundered my houfe, corrupted 
the fidelity of my fervants, aftd by the 
wicked arts of an arbitrary Judgt, who 
cmiiy the rec^ds to he f'dfifiei^ ^^^'-^ 



bbt^dn'd two vcrdifts a^nft mc, were 
ftill in full power. I yielded to thde jea» 
fons, becauie propter eorum fcelus^ nibil 
fKthi intra meos parietes ttUum^ nibil infiSis . 
vacuum viderem. Lord Halifax fbr near 
two ycaw av^*d himfelf of every advan- 
tage, which privilege arid the chicane ci, 
law cou'd furnifh. He never entered any 
appearance to a Court of Juilice, and tho 
Common Pleas had, as far as they cou'd, 
punifh'd fuch an open contempt, fuch i^ 
daring ^roof thzt jidminijiration wou'd not' 
fubmit to the law of the Umi^ and had en- 
deavoured to compel his Lordlhip to ap- 
pear. Towards the end of 1764 I was 
outlavfd. The proceedings continued 
againft his Lordfhip till that hour. He. 
then appeared, and his fingle plea was, 
that as ah outlaw^ I cou'd not hold an]r 
a£tion. No other defence was made agaiiift 
the heinous charge of having in my pcr- 
fon violated the rights of the people. 

I felt this, my 1 ^ord, as the moll crud " 
ftrokc, which fortune had given flic. 
/u/Kc^ had at kn^Yvtw^n^SwtiiTWMK^Qf 
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the inferior criminals, but my.cu§4awry 
prevented my punifhing, the great, the 
capital ofiender, when after all his fubter- 
fi^es, he was almoft within my reach. I 
pleafe myfelf however vdth the reflexion 
that no*minifter has fince dar'd lo iflue a 
Geneilal Warrant, nor to fign an order 
for the SEIZURE of papers. In the one 
tjic perfonal liberty of every fubjeft is im- 
mediately concern'd. On the other may 
depend not only his own fafety and pro** 
perty, .bat what will come ftiil more home 
to a man of honour, the fecurity, the hap- 
pinefi of thofe, with whom he is moft in- 
timately connected, their fortunes, their 
future views, perhaps fecrets, the dif- 
covery of which wouM drive the coldeft 
fioic to defjpair, their very exiftence pofii- 
bly, all that is important in the public 
walk of life, all that is dear and facred in 
friendlhip and in love. I was the laft op- 
pre(s*d, but I was xhcfirft man, who had 
tl^ courage to carry thro' a jufl: refiftance 
to theie afts of delpotifm. Now the opi-* 
nioAS of our fovercign Courts of /J\iftk«. 
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are kncMm aod eftabH0»'d« Ij^oketlut 
^eral others, who fuffeiM bc&m wCf 
have fince made their appeal to the laws^ 
and obtained redreis. I hope the iron rod 
of minifterial oppreflion is at lengdi brakes^ 
and that I am die lail: vi^on of violence 
and cruelty. I fhall not then regret all 
the facrifioes I have made, and my mind 
fhall feaft itfelf with th^ reoolle^ioa in 
the unjuft ezilel am doomM tofufler from 
my friends and my native land. 

I will now, my Lord, only add^ (low^ 
ever unfalhbnaUe fuch adeclaradon may 
be, that conliftency fhall nevier disport fima 
my character, that to the laft moment 1 
will preferve the fame fix'd and unconquer* 
able hatred to the enemies of freedom and 
the conititudon of our h^ppy ifland, tbs 
fame warm attachment to the friends and 
the caufe of liberty, that I keep a fbeady 
and a longing eye on Elngland^ that my 
endeavours for the good and fervicc of my 
country, by every method left me^ fhaH 
have a period only with my life, and that 
altbo* I do not mt^^ ts^ Uy any futura 
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eham ta your, gtacc's fvirour^ I wiK take 
^%tt t» iecoreyour efteem. . r ^■- 

'^" ~I am, my Lord, - ' 

f • . ''{«•■ 

. Yow Grace's moft ofcedicnt, 

f - ' ■ if ^ 

■ •••n . . • .•..»■. , J^ v,v .. .'•,."■. i CC,'.* 

> , -. • ^ . 

' * (jfiidas' tiBi^ /Deus optuip^ ""maxume,. 
cujus hutu.& iiSjfcno n«i^ eft7& audta 
Rbs . Anglican A,, lubihs takutquis ago^ 
EiBEli^ATE )puBLtc^ xh K^inc (diem & ho- 

r%m^ tiei^ matiiii. oudd voluiiiK meas. for- 
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The NORTH BRITON'. 

Number XII. 

Peiifions, which reafon to tbi ibtrtfygave 
Aidftejb diftHm&ur to thefM and knave. 

Anokt^ 

To die North Briton. 

SIR, 

ID O not know in any controvtrly fo 
fure a method of coming at ' trytb 
(which is always the pretence, though fa 
feldom the real otgefk of modem -enqui- 
ries) as a jufl: and ftrid definition of ali 
the words ^nd phrafes of any iaiportance, 
which are afterwards to be in ufe. Thi^ 
praftice is . univerfal^ excepting only in 
theological and political controverfy. If I 
take up a book of mathematics, the writer 
defines in the very firft page, what a tri- 
angle^ a circle^ or a trapezium is-, and 
then argues clofely from the precife and 
accurate ideas of each, which the author 
and reader have previoufly fettled. A 
book of foTU&c^uoxv 2& t^^Wb{ &ts oitt 
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with' explaining to me what z, bafiion^ a 
4emi4une. or a horn-work \s. I have read 
much religious controverfy i for unhap- 
pily there is as little agreepient between 
the minifters of the gofpel, as between the 
minifters of ftate. I do not however re- 
member to have found in any of our di- 
vines a fatisfa£tory definition of faith yfnee 

.wiilj or predejiination. We are not yet 
arrived at the fame accuracy, with refpeft 
.to the meaning of thefe words, as of.a 
sircle or a fquqre. The fame remark will 
hold true in political controverfy. Who 
•has with any precifion defined the words 
faHion or patriot ? The word favourite 
alone we have of late pretty fully undcr- 

.ftood the force of both from thedefi- 

.nitions of the Monitor and of the Nojith 
.Briton : yet give me leave to fay. Sir, 
• that neither of you have reached the force 
^and clofenefs of expreflion in the great 
.lexicographer, Mr. Johnson, who defines 
,z favourite to be ^ mean wretch ^ whofe 
whole bujinefs is by any means to pleafe. But 
whether t;hc word has been wdl defined or 

o 
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not, ifl former periods of the Englifli hil*- 
toiy^ the cffeft of it has been very fully 
felt, and even at this hour it is never ut- 
tered but with the moft unjuft paffion and 
ill-founded refentment, as if the nation 
was now fmartingfrom the fad confequences 
of its reality, and exertion in pride and inr 
folence* 

The word penjion likewife has of late 
much puzzled our politicians. I do not 
rccoUeft that any one of them has ventured 
at a definition of it. Mr. Johnfon, as he 
is now a pen/toner^ one (hould naturally 
have recourfe to, for the trueft literary inr 
formation on this fubjeft. His definition 
then of a penjion is, an allowance made to 
any one^ without an equivalent. In Eng^ 
land it is generally underftocd to mean pay 
given to a Jlate hireling for treafcn to bis 
country. And under the word penjioner 
we read, l / one who is fupported by an ah 
lowance paid at the will of another : a de- 
pendant. 2. afl0ue of fiat e^ hired by a Jii- 
pend to obey his maftsr. But with fubmif- 
iiovi to fo great a prodigy of karning, 1 
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fhould think both definitions very errone- 
ous. Is the faid Mr. Johnfon a depend- 
ant ? or is he a Jlave of fiate^ hired by a 
Jlipend to obey his mafter? There is, ac- 
cording to him, Ao alternative. Is his 
penfion underjiood to he pay given him as a 
ft ate hireling for treafon^ to his country? 
Whoever gave it him, muft then have 
read London^ a Poem, &c. &c. and muft 
have miftaken all his diftant hints, and dark 
allujions. As Mr. Johnfon therefore has^, 
I think, failed in this account, may I^ 
after fb great an authority, venture at a 
fhort definition of fo intricate a word ^ A 
penfion then I would call an annual re^ 
ward from the Prince for fervices performed^ 
or expe£led to be performed^ to the <:ountry. 
Let us confider the celebrated Mr. John- 
fon, and a few other late penfioners, in 
this light. 

Mr. Johnfon^s many writings in the 
caufe of liberty, his fteady attachment to 
the prefent Royal Family, his gentleman- 
like compliments to his majefty's grand- 
father, and bis decent treatment of th« 

O 2 
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-parliament, intitlc him to a fharfe of the 

' foyal bounty. It is a matter of aftonifh- 
ftient that no notice has till now been taken 

• of him by government for fome of the moft 
extraordinary prodtidfiOns, whi(^h appeared 
with the name of Samuel Jobnfon ; a name 
fecred to George' and Liberty.. No man, who 

-has read only one poem of hisi- London^, 
but muft congriatulate the good fenfe and 
Spirit of difcernment of the minifter, who 
beftows fuch a part of the public treafu're 
6n this (fiftingviiflied friend of the pufefic,. 
of his maftei^s family, and of the conftitu- 
tion of the country.. Thcfe rewards are 
now moft judicioufly given to thofe who 
have fopported, not to thofe who have aH 
their lives written with bitternefs, and ha- 
rangued with virulence againft the govern- 
ment. But with all due deference to the 
firft minifter*s difcernmenty I rather think 
that Mr. johnfen (as merit of this kind 
inuft be provided for) might have been 
better provided ' for ih 'arfdther way : I 
rnean afthe board*' of ^Afq/i*- I am de- 
/irous of feeing Yum otva of the cotnmif- 



\ 
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fioners^ if not at the head of that "boar^ 
that the gentlemen there may ccafe to be 
wretches hired by thofe to 'xhom excifc • is 
paid. His definition ofexdfe is, that it is 
n hateful tax levied upon commodities, and 
adjudged not by the common judges ^jffror 
ferty, but wretches hired by *tboJe to whom 
excife is paid. Is the excife ftill on the fame 
footing ? Is wifh to know Wio hires thcfe 
fvretcbeSy the commiffiomrs of excife. M<^ 
Johnfon fays to whom is excife paid ? If that 
is indeed the cafe, I am not at a lofs to 
^bam excife is paidy nor who of confequencq^ 
in Mr. Jclhnfon*s idea, hires thefe wretches. 
Thefe are fair extradb from the cjbIo- 
ibrated Englifh DiSionary^y \^hich was pre- 
iented by a noble lord in fuch pomp to the 
.academy della Crufc(^. It will give the 
country of the old Romans the jufteft idea^ 
oi Englilh liberty, and of the prefent pa- 
trons of it among us, who have fo liber- 
ally rewarded the author. But the literati 
.of Italy will not only find the work an ex- 
cellent literary dictionary, but a complete 
^^ftern of Ei^lifh politics ?ind !;uftcxr(^^<;^. 

P3 
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every thinjg recorded in the manly ftile of 
old Rome. As we have had our tyrants as 
well as they, a Roman fpirit has rofe 
againft them here, and, as it ever will, has 
bore down all before \t. The expulfion 
of the Tarquins is not told by any old 
Roman hiftorian in more animated . lan- 
guage, and more glowing words, than the 
expulfion of the inveterate enemies of li- 
berty, the whole race of the Stuarts. Mr. 
Johnfon fays, the Revolution is the change 
produced by the admiffion of King William 
and ^een Mary. What noble words ! 
what a bold glowing expreffion ! I fliould 
not have dwelt fo long upon Mr. johnfonh 
literary merit, if I did not believe that his 
writings had done more real fervice to the 
family on the throne, than any man's — 
excepting only Mr. Secretary Murray^sy 
another name facred to (George and Liberty. 
I moft heartily beg lord Litchfield's 
pardon. I have been fo ufed to find him 
at the head of the country party ^ and the 
Oxfordfhire old interefi^ that I did not ex- 
ped under a prince oi xYvtWafe ^^ litviuC 
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Vf'rCj to have feen him at the bead of the 
penfioners. I ought to have paid my firft 
compliments to his lordfliip. He is at the 
head of the penfioners^ and at length balks 
in the funlhine of court favour, from hav- 
ing in the moft critical times diftinguiftied 
himfelf as a- warm friend of the houfe of 
Hanover. When the whole nation rofe 
up, like one man, in defence of their fo- 
vereign and their liberties, lord Litcb- 
FiELoftood forth amongft the moft zealous,, 
and put himfelf at the head of amazing 
numbers of true freemen of the old inte- 
tereft in Oxfordfhire. I hope that ever 
memorable year 1746 will never be for- 
got. In that perilous year the family on 
the throne faw who were their real friends, 
and undoubtedly have profited by an ex- 
perience fo happily made. Read over the 
lift of thofe generous ajfociators^ who 
formed a facred band for the defence of 
all that ought to be dear to an Englifli- 
man : there you will find the name of the 
carl of Litchfield. Every man in Oxford- 
shire will .tplJ you, how nobly he exerted 
O 4 
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hrmfclf, when Hannibal was at our gates ; 
•v<rhJit real ftitngth the nation derived from 
his great and fpiritcd efforts •, • what fums 
be fubfcribed i what immenfe expences he 
bore with chearfulnefs, to encourage hh 
friends to the ftraihing of every nerve 
againft bis and our common enemy. I do 
not indeed recoUeft that he raifed any re«. 
giment, though many others of the nobi^ 
lity did : but I readily comprehend why 
he did not. The adminiftration were at 
that time fo over-run with grofs prejudices, 
that they thought his lordfhip, and thofe 
friends of his, could not be trufted. The 
prefent miniftry think more juftly -, and 
Ihould fuch another day come, I am fi^ 
tisfied they will be found as zealous in the 
caufe of their country as before. It is 
plain then, that Lord Litchfield is at 
the head of the pcnfioiiers on account of 
real fervices performed in times of real 
danger. 

I think that I am Hght in declaring that 

a penjion may not only be given for real 

fertn'ces aihatt^f perfamtiy but, likewife for 



Jhvices expeSed to be performed. This t 
tiake to; be the cafe of the pehjions gene- 
rally given to the fifteen Peers^ who rc^ 
prefent the whole nobility of Scotland. I 
jfm far from meaning that they are the only 
fixteen Scottijh peers who enjoy penfions : 
I fpeak of them now, as having votes in 
the houfe of Lords, from their being re- 
pfefentatives of all the reft. Penjions have 
commonly been given to them for the fer- 
vices they are to perform to their country 
there, and to give them the true bias, 
which they might otherwife miftake. 
When lord Bute was in a former parlia- 
ment one of the fixteen Scottijh peers, he 
a6bually enjoyed a penjion on this truly 
honourable footing ; and therefore he has 
the faireft right to the title of Grand Pen- 
Jionary. In this more liberal conftru6lion 
of the word pen/ton^ I fhould imagine the 
laords of the Bedchamber in general were 
included : and this I take to be the true 
reafon of the increafe of their number in 
the prefent reign from twelve to eighteen ; 
Hrhich is ftiU kept fi\kd \x^, TNx\^'^s.\s^ 
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ijo means want of oeconomy, that darling 
attribute of modem ftatefmen ! It is done 
that fo many more noble perfons may be 
ready to perform in parliament any fervices 
which their country calls for ; and is thus 
in reality only a more honourable penjion. 

I beg to be underftood. Not only real 
fervices in parliament, but every fpecies 
of elegance and refinement in the polite 
arts may, I think, without cenfure, be re- 
warded with 2l penjion. A politenefs equal 
to that of Lord Talbot's — horfe ought 
not to pafs unnoticed. At the coronation 
he paid a new, and for a horfe, Angular 
refpedt to his fovereigh. I appeal to ap- 
plauding multitudes (who were fo charmed, 
as to forget every rule of decency, and to 
clap him even in the Royal prefence) whe- 
ther his, or his lord's dexterity on that day 
was not equal to any courtier's. Caligula's 
horfe had not half the merit. We remem- 
ber how nobly he was provided for. What 
the exad: proportion of merit was between 
his lordfhip and his horfe, and how far the 
penfion Ihouldbc dvV\!3L^<i \^vw^^^ thern^. 



I will not take upon me t6 determine. I . 
kave this knotty poiftt to be decided be- 
tween them by the earl of Eglingtoutiy be- 
caufe Mr. John HumCy alias Home (for fo 
it is printed in the new fweet nofegay of 
Scottifh thijiles) tells the world, vol. ii. 
p. 230. that he is 

A friend of princes^ poets^ wits^ 
A judge infallible of tits. 

Some of the regulations of the courtiers 
themfelves for that day had long been fet- 
tled by former lord ftewards. It was re- 
ferved for lord Talbot to fettle an etiquette 
for their horfes. I much admire many of 
his new regulations, efpecially thofe for 
the royal kitchen. I approve the dif- 
charging of fo many turnfpits and, cooksy 
who were grown of very little ufe. I do 
not however quite like the precedent of 
giving them penjfons for doing nothing. It 
was high time to put an end to that too 
great indulgence in eating and drinking, 
which went by the name of Old Englijh 
kofpitality^ when the houfe of commons 
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liad granted a ^B%v, niggardly <ivil lift of. 
<mly 8oo,oool. I finccreljr venerate h» 
lordfhip's great abilities, and deeply re- 
gret that they are not employed by go- 
vernment in a way more ti^nfidefttialy more 
foited to his manly chara6ter. 

There is one Scoitijb penfion I have been 
told of, which gave me real pleafure. It 
is Mr. Hume"^ : as I am fatisfied that it 
muft be Mr. David Humey whofe writings 
have been fo juftly admired both abroad 
and at home, and cannot be Mr. John 
Hume, who has endeavoured to bring the 
name into contempt, by putting it to two 
infipid tragedies, and other trafh in the 
Scotiift) mifcellani^s. 

I muft, in compliance with a few vulgar 
writers, call the inadequate reward given to 
Mr. Pitt for as great fervices as ever were 
performed by any fubjeft, a pen/ion. In 
the fame light we are to confider the duke 
of Cumberland's and Marlborough's, 
Prince Ferdinand's and Admiral Hawke's, 
Mr. Onflow's, &c. I was gbing . to caH 
it the Kin^s gold box \ &\ Mr. Pitt having 
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before received the aioft obKging marks 
of regard from the reft of the public, the 
teftimony of his fovereign pnly remained 
wanting. The circumftanccs however at- 
tending it convince me, that at that mo^ 
ment it was artfully contrived by courtiers 
to be given tt> Mr. Pitt, neither for L«k//^ 
bpurg^ ^ebecj nor Pandicberry^ but to ruin 
•Wm in the opiraonof mankmd, andfrom 
■the hope of putting an end to that popi^- 
* krity, which he has through life courted 
with fuch painful zeal, proftitutcd to fueh 
flagitious purpofes, and made ufe of above 
dil to raife the flame of difcord, which 
raged for the laft fix years, but is now^ 
tinder the auijpices of lord Bute, happily 
cxcioguiihed. 

I am, &c. 
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The NORTH BRITON, 
Number XLV. 

The following advertifement appeared in all 
the papers on the i^th of April, 

'THHE North Briton makes his ap- 
-*- peal to the good fenfe, and to the 
candour of the English nation. In the 
prefent unfettled and fluftuating ftate of 
the adminiftration^ he is really fearflil of 
falling into involuntary errors, and he does 
not wifli to miflead. All his reafonings 
have been built on the ftrong foundation 

oi faSs ; and he is not yet informed of the 
whole interior ftate of government with 
fuch minute precijion^ as now to venture 
the fubmitting his crude ideas of the pre- 
fent political crifis to the difcerning and 
impartial public. The Scottish mini-* 
fter has indeed retired. Is his influence at 
an end ? or does he ftill govern by the 
three wretched tools of his power, who, 
to their indelible infamy, have fuppprtcd 
the moft odious of his meafures, the late 
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ignominious Peace^ and the wicked ex* 
tenfion of the arbitrarjr mode of Excife ? 
The North Briton has been fteady in 
his oppofition to ^^ftngUy infolent, incapa^- 
ble, defpotic minifter ; and is equally ready, 
in the fervice of his country, to combat 
the tripU-headei^ Cerberean adminiftration, 
if the Scot is to aflume that motley form. 
By HIM every arrangement /^ this bourhds 
been made, and the notification has been 
as regularly fent by letter under his 
Hand. // therefore feems dear to a demon- 
ftration^ that he intends only to retire into 
that fituation, which he held before h^ 
firft took the feals ; I mean the didtating 
to eyery part of the king's adminiftration, 
The North Briton defires to be under- 
ftood, as having pledged himfelf a firm 
and intrepid aflertor of the rights of his 
fellow-fubjefts, and of the liberties of 
Whigs and Englishmen. 
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Genus orationis atrox, fc? vehemens, m 
opponitur lenitatis 6f manfuet^idinis. 

Cicero. 

T HE Kjh^s Speech has always be^n con- 
fidered by the kgiflature, and by the pub- 
lic at large, as the Speech of the Minifter* 
it has regularly, at the beginning of every 
feflion of parliament, been referred by 
both houfes to the confideration of a com- 
mittee, and has been generally canvafled 

with the utmoft freedom, when the mini- 
iler of the crown has been obnoxious to the 
nation. The minifters of this free coun-. 
try, confcious of the undoubted privileges 
of fo fpirited a people, and with the ter- 
rors of parliament before their eyes, have 
ever been cautious, no lefs with regard to 
the matter, than to the expreflions, of 
fpeechesy which they have advifed the , fo- 
vereign to make from the throne, at the 
opening of each feflion. They well knew 
that an honeft houfe of parliament, true 
to their truft, could not fail to deteft the 
fallacious arts, or to remonftrate againft 
the daring ii£ts of v\okvtf:e^ committed by 
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^ny mihifter. The Speech at the clofe of 
the feffion has ever been confidered as the 
moft fecure method, of promulgating the 
favourite court creed among the vulgar 4 
becaufe the parliament, which is the con - 
ftitutional guardiati of the liberties of the 
people^ has in this cafe no opportunity of 
remonftrating, or of impeaching any wick- 
ed fervant of the crown* 

This week has given the public the 
moft abandoned inftance of minifterial ef- 
frontery ever attempted to be impofcd on 
mankind. The minifter^s fpeech of laft 
Tuefday, is not to be paralleled in the anr 
jials of this country, I am in doubt, whe- 
ther the impofition is greater on the fove- 
reign, or on the nation. Every friend of 
jiis country muft lament that a prince of 
fo many great and amiable qualities, whom 
£ngland truly reveres, can be brought to 
give the fanftion of his facred name to the 
moft odious meafures, and to the moft 
unjuftifiable, public declarations, from a 
throne ever renowned for truth, honour> 
and unfullied virtue. I am iure. all to- 
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feigners, efpccially the king of Pruf&a; 
will hold the minifter in contempt and ab^ 
horrence. He has made our Ibvereign de- 
clare. My expeSIations have been fuUy afh 
fwered by the happy effeSls 'OoUcb tbe/everal 
allies of my crown have dirived from thisfa^ 
lutary meafure of the Definitive Treaty^ 
The powers at war with wy good brother^ 
the king of FruJJia^ have been induced t$ 
agree tofucb terms of accommodation^ as that 
great prince has approved ; and the fuccefs 
which has attended my negociation^ has ne- 
tejfarily and immediatety diffufed the hkffings 
0f peace through every part of Europe. The 
infamous fallacy of this whole fentence is 
apparent to all mankind : for it is known, 
that the king of Pruffia did not barely ap- 
provcj but abfolutely diRatedy as con- 
queror, every article of the terms of peacf^ 
No advantage of any kind has accrued to 
that magnanimous prince from our mgocia- 
fiofty but he was bafely defcrted by the 

tcottijh prime-minifter of England, He 
liSras known by every Court in Europe to 
h^ fcarcely oa bcuet t^rms of friendfiiip 
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btre^ tlian at Vienna ; and lie Was beitray- 
€d by us in the treaty of peace. What a 
{train of infolence, therefbre^ isl it in a 
Iklinifter to liy elaini to what he is confci-^ 
ous all his cBbrts tended to prevent, and 
Incanly to arrogate to himfelf a Ihare iit 
the fame zMMrjai one of the greateft 
princes the wonM teks ever feen ? The king 
of Pruffiay however^ has glorioufly kept 
all his former conqueftsy and ftipulated fe- 
curity for all his allies, even for the ekSlor 
of Hanover. 1 know in what light this 
great prince is conlidered in Europe, and 
m what mariner he has been treated here ; 
among other reafons, perhaps, fromfome 
coittemptuous expreffions he may havd 
ufcd of the Scot : expreffions which are 
every day ecchoed by the whole body of 
EngUJbmen through the fouthern part of 
this ifland. 

The PreUminary Articles of Peace were 
i^h as have drawn the contempt of man- 
kind on our wrefched negociators. All 
our moft valuable conquefts were agreed to 
he reftored, and the Eaft India contfany 

P 2 
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would have been infallibly ruined by 4 

fingle article of this fallacious and baneful 

negociation. No hireling of the minifter 

has been hardy enough to difpute this ; 

yet the minifter himfelf has made our fo^ 

vereign declare, the fatisfaSion which he 

felt at the approachm^tM^f^Ujbment of 

peace upon conditionsjmi^murahle to his 

crown^ andfo beneficial to his people. As 

to the entire approbation of parliament, 

which is fo vainly boafted of, the world 

knows how that was obtained. The large 

debt on the Civil Lifiy already above half 

a year in arrear, Ihews pretty clearly the 

tranfaftions of the winter. It is, however, 

remarkable, that the minifter's Ipeech 

dwells on the entire approbation given by 

parliament to the Preliminary Articles^ 

which I will venture to fay, he muft by 

this time be afhamed of ; for he has been 

brought toconfefs the total want of that 

knowledge, accuracy and prccifion, by 

which fuch immenfe advantages both of 

trade and territory, were (acrificed to our 

inveterate enemies. Thefe grofs blundcii 
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arc, indeed, in fome meafure fet right by 
the Difinkive Treaty \ yet, the moft im- 
portant articles, relative to ceffions^ com* 
merce^ and the Fishery, remain as they 
were, with j-eflpedt to the French. Tho 
proud and feeble. Spaniard too does not 
RENOUNCE, but only DESISTS ^^«^ all pre* 
tenjions^ which he may have formed^ to the 
right of Fijhing — ^where ? only about the. 
ijland of Newfoundland — till a favour- . 
able opportunity arifcs of injifting on it, 
tberey as well as elfewhere:* . 

The minifter cannot forbear, even in 
the King^s Speech^ infulting us with a dull 
repetition of the word ceconomy. I did not 
expedt fo foon to have feen that word 
again, after it had been fo lately exploded* 
and more than once, by a moft numerous 
audience, hiffed off the ftage of our Eng* 
lifh theatres. It is held in derifion by the 
*ooice of the people^ and every tongue loudly 
proclaims the univerfal contempt, in which 
thefe empty profeflions are held by this 
nation. Let the public be informed of a 
JBugle inftance of fl?co»owj^ ^itc^^X- Sxv^^^^ 

P 3 
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hi the' houflbold ? Is a fe^nutiit; nirhidi 
was completed as to its compliment of off 
ficers on the Tuejday^ and broke Qii th? 
Tburfd^j a proof of aconomy ? Is the pay 
of the Scottijb Mafter ElHfft to be voted by 
an Englijb parliaments under the head <^ 
^economy ^ Is this, among a ^Houfand odier^ 
one of the convincing proofs of 9ifirm re- 
folution to form government on a plan of 
firiSt aconontf ? Is it not notorious, that ii| 
the redudtion of the army, not the leaft at- 
tention has been paid to it Many unne- 
ceflary expences have been incurred, only 
to encreafe the power of the crown, that 
^s to create more lucrative jobs for the 
preatures of the minifter ? The Ji^ in- 
deed, is broke, but the difcerning part of 
mankind imniiediately comprehended the 
mean fubterfuge, and refented the ij^dig? 
nity put upon fo brave an officer, as mar? 
fhal Ugonier. That ftep w^ taken tQ 
give the whole power of the army to the 
crown, that is, to the minifter. Lord Zi- 
gonier is now no longer at the head of the 
fifmy 5 but lord Bute m tS^?5tS& \ \ v;»!:?a, 
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tfhat every preferment given by the orowa 
if^ll be found ftill to be obtained by his 
enormous influence» and to be beftowed 
only on the cseatures of the Sccttifi fafbioi^ 
The nation is ftiU in the fame deplorable 
ilate, while he governs, and can mal^e the 
4:ools of i^ power purfuethe i^me odiov9 
meafures* Such a letreai;, $ts he intends^ 
can only mean tbac perfonal indemnlii 
which, I hope, guilt will never find from 
an injured nation. The negociations of 
the late inglorious peace^ and the excife^ 
will haunt him, wherever he goc^, and the 
Jterrors of the juft tefentment, which he 
muft be to meet from a brave and infulted 
people, and which muftfinaUycrufhhin^ 
will be for ever before his eye^. 

In vain will fuch a minifter^ pr the/oi^ 
dregs of his .power, the tools of corruptio^i 
and deipotifm, preach up m>tbefpeecb that 
fpirit of concord^ and that obedience to the 
laws J wbidf is effentidl to good order. They 
have fent the Jpirit of Mfcord through the 
land, and I will prophecy, that it wiU 
never be extinguifticd^ b\xt\yj xSca ^xjsn.^ 
ition of their power. Is jilfckfc ftint «5 ^We 
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e^^ to go hand in hand with the Pe Acif 
and Excise through this nation ? Is it to 
be expefted between an infolent Excise- 
man, and zpetTy gentlemany freeholder^ or 
farmer^ whofe private houfes are now made 
liable to be entered and fearched at plea- 
fure ? Gloucejierjbirey Herefordfhire^ and in 
general all the cyder counties, are not 
furely the fever al counties^ which are al- 
luded to in the fpeech. The fpirit of con^ 
cord has not gone forth among them ; but 
the fpirit of liberty has, and a noble oppo- 
fition has been given to the wicked inftru- 
mcnts of oppreflion. A nation as fenfiblc 

as the Englifh^ will fee that a fpirit of con- 
€ord^ when they are oppreflcd, means a tame 
fubmiflion to injury, and thzt fpirit of li-^ 
herty ought then to arife, and I am fure 
ever will, in proportion to the weight of the 
grievance they feel. Every legal attempt of 
a contrary tendency to the fpirit of concord 
will be deemed a juftifiable refiftance, war- 
. ranted by tht fpirit of the Englifh confiitu- 
tion. 

* A defpotic rmtvAw m^ ^^-s?^^ txs&^b^. 
your to dazzle Vus ptm« ^\\;cv\ivgc^-'^^^ 
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"ideas of the prerogative and honour of the 
crowftj which the minifter will make a pa- 
rade of firmly maintaining;. I wilh as much 
as any man in the kingdom to fee the bo- 
nour of the crown maintained in a manner 
truly becoming Royalty. I lament to fee 
it funk even to proftitution. What a (hame 
was it to fee the fecurity of this country^ 
in point of military force, complimented 
•away, contrary to the opinion of Royalty 
itfelf, and facrificed to the prejudices and 
to the ignorance of a fet of people, the 
moft unfit from every confideration to be 
confuKed on a matter relative to the fecu- 
rity of the boufe of Hanover ? I wifli to fee 
the honour of the crown religioufly aflerted 
with regard to our allies, and the dignity 
of it fcrupuloufly maintained with regard 
to foreign princes. Is it poflible fuch an 
' indignity can have happened, fuch a fa- 
crifice of the honour of the crown of Eng^ 
landj as that a minifter fhould already 
have kifled his majefty*s hand on being 
appointed to the moft infolent and un- 
grateful court in the NVOT\d^m\Jw:^\\.^.Tg^^• 



^ious afluranoe of that reciprocal nooiina- 
don which tt^ nicanefl court in Europe 
would infift upon^ before Ihe proceeded 
to an a6t otherwife fo derogatory to her 
honour ? But EleSoral Pmliiy has ever 
been obfequious to the court oiViennOy and 
forgets the infolence with which cotaU Cd- 
loredo left England. Upon a principle of 
dignity and economy ^ lord Slcrmoni^ a Scot- 
tijb peer of the loyal houfe of Murray^ 
kifled his majefty's hand, I think, on Wed- 
nefday in the Eafter week -, but this igno- 
minious a£t has not yet difgraced tfac nar 
tion in the London Gazette. The miniftry 
are not afhamed of doing the thing in pri- 
vate ; they are only afraid of the publL 
nation. Was it a tender regard for the 
honour of the late king, or of his prefent 
majefty, that invited to court lord George 
Sackville^ in tbefe fir3 da^s of Peace^ to 
ihare in the general fatisfadion, which all 
good courtiers received in the indignity 
offered to Lord Loonier, and on the ad- 
vancement of ■ ■ . Was this to Ihew 
:princehj gratitude to tiwt ccmk^ox^t^V^ 



t^dfe ftdebnfipilflied general of the houfe 
of Bru^/kvicy who Has Had fo great a ihare 
ift refcuing Europe from the yoke oi France ; 
^uid whofe nephew we hope foon to fee 
made happy in the pofleflion of the tnoft 
jan)iabl^ princefs in the world ? Or, is it 
meant to aflert the bonaur of the crmon only 
^ainfl: t;he united wishes of a loyal and af- 
fedionate people, founded in a happy ex^ 
perience of the talents, ability, integrity, 
and virtue of thofe, who have had the 
glory of redeeming their country from 
bondage und ruin, in order to fupport, by 
every art of corruption and intimidation, a 

weak, disjointed, incapable fet of I 

will call them any thing but minifiers — by 
whom the Favourite ftill meditates to rule 
this kmgdom with a rod of iron. 

The Stuart line has ever been intoxi- 

■ 

cated with the ilavifh dodtrines of the ab- 
folute^ independent^ unlimited power of the 
crown. Some of that line 'twere fo weakly 
advifed, as to endeavour to reduce them 
into pi^dice : but the Englifi nation was 
px) ipirited to fuSer the ki&txxc:K^^cVccc«.^^ 
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on the ancient liberties of this kingdom.'' 
The king of England is only the firft ma- 
giftrate of this country -, but is invefted 
by law with the whole executive power. 
He is, however, refponfible to his people 
for the due execution of the royal func- 
tions, in the choice of minifters, 6ff . equally 
with the meaneft of his fubjefts in his 
particular duty. The perfonal charadber 
of our prefent amiable fovereign makes us 
eafy and happy that fo great a power is 
lodged in fuch hands; but the^':;^«nV^ 
has given too jufl: caufe for him to efcapc 
the general odium. The prerogative of 

the crown is to exert the conftitutional 
powers entrufted to it in a way, not of 
blind favour and partiality, butofwifdom 
and judgment. This is the fpirit of our 
conftitution. The people too have their 
prerogative, and, I hope, the fine words 
of Dryden will be engraven on our 
hearts, 

Freedom is the Englijh fuhje£Ps Pre- 
rogative, 
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To the N O R T H BRITON, 

SIR, 

Pleafe to ftate the following fadl, which is 

of a nature almoft entirely new, and I 

, will foon trouble you with my obferva- 

- tions on fo renfiarkable a proceeding.' • 

L. S. 

' • By the Right Honourable JVelbore Ellis. 
His Majefty^s Secretary- at War'. '^ 

HAVING received His Majefty's com- 
mands, do hereby difcharge Anthony 
Nichols, a private man, from the Cold- 
ftream regiment of foot-guards, command- 
ed by general James lord Tyrawley, from 
any further fervice in the faid regiment. 
Given under my hand and feal, at the 
War-Office, this 26th day of 

March 1763. 

W. ELLIS. 

« 

To all His Majcfty*s officers, civil and 
military, whom it may concern. 

By the Articles of War, Se6l. 3, 
Art. 2. After a non-commiflioned officer, 
or foldier, Ihall have been duly enliftcd^ 
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and (worn, he fh^ nor be difinifled oof 
fervice^ wkhoiK a diichargr in wiit^ ; 
and no difcharge granted to hien Ihill be 
allowed of as fuHtcient, which is; not %Qed 
hf a Fieki-Officer of the Regmienc into 
whkh he was enbfted ; or cofoatiandtng 
officer^ where no Field Officer of the r&» 
^ment is in Great Britain. 

^ers. Is the Secretary tU fTar a Field* 
Officer? or whit Ofiser is he ? 

I an^ &f ^. 
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Obferv^tions on the papers relative to thtf 
Rupture with Spain, laid before both 
Houlbs of Parliament^ on Friday the 
29th day of January^ 1 762^ by his Ma- 
jefty*s command, in a letter from John 
"Wnikcs, Efq; late Member for AyleC^' 
bury, to a friend ia the country. 

BeUum curet Ueri^e ? Hor« 

Dear Sir, A£arcb 9, 1 762* 

1MUCH regret that it is not yet m 
my power frilly to gratify the curiofity 
you exprefs of feeing all ^^ papers relative 
to the rupture with Spain. The fubje6t is 
fo very interefttng, that I am not furprized 
at your impatience. My concern is, that 
fo ihuch is withheld from the public, and 
that a perlbn, uninformed as I am, cannot 
pretend with cleamefs to unravel the thread 
of a negociation, defignedly kept intricate 
and embarrafled. I fear you will find 
ibme things rather obfcure ; but I wiU en^ 
deavour to pour aQ the lig|it I can on the 
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fubjcft, and to difBpate cvoy cloud of 
obfcurity which is meant to cover it. Had. 
the public been gratified with a fight of 
die memorials and papers relating tcf the 
demand of liberty to the Spanijh nation to 
fifb on the Banks oi Newfoundland {a mat- 
ter held f acred*) and to the other claims, 

* Tou ^wilisLgsan m this occafion let M, Wall ckarfy 
tmdirfiajuif That this is a matter held /acre J i and that 
mo coKceJJion oh the part of his Majefty^ fo deftruQi<ve to 
this true and capital inlereft of Great BikaiBy nuill be 
jidded to Spain, honve^er abetted and fupported. Mr. 
Pit^s letter fjp, 3. fFith regard to the Newfoundland 
Jijheryy M. Wall urgedy What had principally gi<ven of- 
fence here as to that article^ njuas my being Jo frequently 
ordered to declare, and the Conde de Fuentes having 
been as often told^ that £ngland ^would never hear of 
that inaimjjible pretenjion. Lord BriftoPs letter to tht 
£arl of Egrcmont, Dec. 6. 1761. p. 53. 

The declaration of the (:oant de Fuentes ^ that Mr. 
P/Z/'s ordinary and lafl anfwer was, <* That he would 
not relax in any thing, till the Tower of London was 
taken fword in hand,^ p. 45. is undoubtedly a grois 
inifreprefentation. That expreffion muft have beea 
confined to the Spanifh claim offijhingon the Banks of 
'Nenxfoundland \ for it is apparent from xh^(epaper$ 
diat Mr. Fitt was ready to make greater conceifions 
to preferve the friend (hip of Spain, than any former 
miniiler had ventured to oi^'er ; witoefs the para« 
raph in Lord Brifcl^^ letter of Auguft 31, p. & 
aftly, concerning the dfputes about the coaft of Hon' 
duras, / could add nothing to the repeated diclardtions t 
ia^madcintU Kin^i tuatu^ of the fatisfaSjon nuitb 
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equally unjuft, made by the Count de 
FuenteSy which were moved for in the 
Houfe of Commons on the 1 1 th of De- 
cember laft, we might, with a tolerable de-* 
gree of accuracy, have known fomething 
more of the merits of the prefent quarrel, 
with Spain. Not one of thefe appears, nor 
have we any paper or memorial from Spain 
(not even that delivered to Lord Brijiol in 
January laft*) nor any anfwer of the Court 
of England^ fmce the acceflion of his pre- 
fent Catholic Majefty (important as that 

fwhich his Majefty ^would receive any juft overture from 
Spain (upon condition that France vjas not to be the 
channel of that cowveyance) for terminating amicably^ 
and to mutual fatisfoBiony every teafonable complaint O't 
this matter, by pt opofingfome equitable t egulation for fe- 
curing to us the long- enjoyed pi ivilege of cutting logv^ood 
(an indulgence confirmed by treaty ^ and of courfe autho- 
rized in the moft f acred manner) ; nor could I ^ive 
fironger aj/urances than the paft^ of his Majejiy'^sjleady 
purpofe to caufe all ejiablijhments en the lo^vjood coafis^ 
contiay to the ten itorial jurifdiSion £/* Spain, to be i e^ 
moved. 

• Tet vuhen theftile of General Wall's enclofed paper 
is compared vuith that <which voas given to me laft Ja- 
nuary, / hope it viill appear there is lejs ptevijhnefs at 
frefent here than vuhat vuas fo ftron^ly exhibited feme 
months ago^ p. 1 1 . 
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j^eriod itiufl: naturally feem R) be) tx> iiys 
laft Autumn. In vain have I wilHed for^ 
the famous memorial 'wjiich' the Court of 
Spain returned as ifiadmiffible, that I mi^t 
have compared it with M. de £c^s ; fince 
the late mimfter publicly declared that wis 
iJie precedent he followed ^th reiped to 
the memorial of 4^iciujl& affairs given in by 
France. It is undoubtedly of much con^ 
fequcnce to know both the maJUt and ^^- 
preffions of that memorial returned by 
Spainy as it might probably relate to ione 
of the three points in negociation,^n2;^j, 
hgwoodj or the jfijhery. In the prefent col- 
leftion (which was laid before both Houfcs 
of Parliament on the 2 9th of January^ but 
hot printed and delivered to the members 
till the 1 2th oi February ) there i§ not a 
line previous to the memorial delivered to 
Mr. Secretary Pitt^ hyM^ deBuffy^ July ^Zr 
1761 ; nor is there any intelligence from* 
Taris^ where the Family Compact of. the 
Houfe of Bourbon was nc^ciated anfi^ 
fijgned by Grimaldi, and i^^re, it is faid, 
the mealures. to be taken, againft PorJug^l 
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were concerted. An exxr act of one let- 
ter only of Mr.P/V/'s is inferted, which is 
-dated July 28, the anfwer to which is re- 
ceiyed September 1 1 . Not a fyllable after 
that period from this Court to Lord Brif- 
toly till the aSth of October ^ when Lord 
Egremont declares he opens bis correfpon- 
dence^ p. 20 *. It is -indeed very aftonilh- 
ing, and gives no great idea of the vigi- 
lance or attention of adminiftration, that 
while affairs were fo critical between the 
two nations, no diredlions for the condud 
of Lord Brijiol were fent to Madrid during 
fo long a period f. But can it be imagined 

• How can this be the truth, when Lord Briftol 
writes, November 16^1 761. The mejinger Ardouin^ 
deii'uertd to me on the loth infiant^ at the Efcurial, the 
honour of your Lordfln^'^s dt/patches of the z^th pafl^ 
lAjith the Jeveral inclo/wes ths^'ein referred to ; and by 
the laft pofi I RECEIVED your, letter o:f ths 
20th OF THESAME MONTH, in lAjhichyour Lordjhip 
informed me^ that all mine to the zift £^ September, 
had been regularly laid before his Majefty, p. 36. I 
Ifuppoie the pubUc could not be trufled with all that 
letter. 

t How is this to be reconciled to the declaration 
of Lord EgremonSy Mr. Pitt\ fucccflbr, that the new 
miniilry ^U avoid every poffible imputation ofindecijiiti 
or indolence, which ignorant prejudice might fuggefi f 
p. aj. 

0^2 
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that fo acute,, fo well-informcfd a minifter 
as Mr. Stanley certainly was, fhould not 
tranfmit from Paris any intelligence of that 
moft alarming treaty, which was nego- 
ciating all the fummer zt Paris ? It appears, 
by the accounts publifhed by the French 
Court, that the Family Compact was figned 
at Verfailles the 1 5th of Juguft^ and rati- 
fied the 8th oi September. Lord Temple, 
in a great aflembly, did declare that in- 
telligence of the higheft moment relative 
to thefe matters was tranfmitted to this 
Court before the advice in writing, dated 
the 1 8 th of 5^//<?;»3^r, which occafioned 
certain refignations. Nothing of this kind 
is publifhed in the papers relative to th^ 
rupture with Spain^ though undoubtedly 
intelligence conftitutes a mofl material part 
of thofe papers. If we have not the fatis- 
faftion of judging for ourfelves from the 
whole of a cafe, I will do the late minifter 
the juftice to fay, that it cannot be im- 
puted to him. He prelTed with honeft 
zeal the laying before the public every 
paper .relative to t\v^ fix ^ear*. m^ccia- 
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iion * with Spain^ that the juftice and can- 
dour of. the crown of England on the one 
hand, and the chicanery, infolence, and per- 
^dy oi Spain on the other, might be appa- 
rent to all the world : But this was refufed ; 
for had it been granted, all the atrocious ca- 
lumnies fo induftriouQy circulated, of his 
averfion to peace, and his endeavours to 
perpetuate ^nd encreafe the war, had been 
laid open to mankind, and the authors of 
them held in juft abhorrence. I own the 
appeal to fo much written evidence, fpoke 
to me the ftrongeft language of confcious 
integrity, and I was charmed with an ex- 
ample, which I am fure Mr. Pitt did not 
draw from any of his predeceflbrs in this 
•country. — ^They have ever fought, like 
Mr. Pittas fucceffors, to cover and conceal, 
or at leaft to perplex ; he wilhes to lay 
open and reveal to tlie unerring public, 
both the motives and aftions of every part 

♦ I fhould be particularjy curious, for certain rea- 

ibns, to fee in what manner, and to what extent, 

the Spanijh QowrX bad been flattered by that of hi^n^ow^ 

luith an impartial difcujfiun of their diffutesy from the 

year 1754, ^^^oxt Mr. Pitt accc^l^A \K't fe.^\s»^ ^. Vv 

0.5 
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And a little before he T:tr3,^^(ioi 

iTankled at the heart ; 

Sed videt ingratos^ intcH^^y^i^que - 
Succeffns homini«. 

t doubt not thefe men dox^^r-y fiiK 

mftnt tjie fuccefle^.even of trFieir ov 

itry ; for I well rcmembkeiV trJhic f 

language they held a few yer3,r-s age 

*' the new minifter the reigns- 

♦' imprafticable as impetao-uis 

♦* fhort time he muft annihil 

** credit with the publiq, 

^* of every Ichcme he adqpr^ . 

ven has given fuch gloriovis 

«ght intentions, and w^^U-d 

while the reft of their count 

gratulating each other on 

vconquefts and real acc^uifiti 




• In Europe^ Cherbtmrg^^ and 
Pondicher»^y ; in ^frica^ Senegal^ 
tica. Beau Sejour^ Lcui/Bourg^ Fo ^- 

J^ittfiurg^ GuadaluUf &C. Nia^ 
Cro-iAm Pointy ^ifiiec, Montreal^ 
crown the whole, we may hope 
add the annihilation of the Frenc^^ 

4nercc. All duriug Mr- Pdu^s tn.:^ 

Q.4 
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of his adminiftration. — A retroipeft car- 
ries no terrors but to the guilty^— to an 
upright miniftcr it muft give the trueft fa- 
tisfaftion — to the public that conviction, 
k ha^ in manjr cafes a right to expert. 

I was not a little furprifed, and i own 
greatly concerned at the alarm you men- 
tion, fpread every where in your parts^ 
of the melancholy and ruined ftate of our 
country, and the neceffity we were under 
of accepting alnioft any peace. The French^ 
Lord Briftol fays, have never difcontitfued 
/jjfuring the Spaniards of our being e^haufied 
by theprefent long and expenfive t»ar^ P- 29 : 
and they may add that we have thofe 
among us (but, happily for this nation, 
they are few, and their credit but fmall} 
who repine at our fuccefles, add declare 
they weep over our viSories. Thii is the 
true pi(5ture of that moft malignant and 
infernal fiend, envy, fo well defcrifaed by 
by Ovid -y 

yixqiie tenet lacrymas, quia nillacrymabik 
cernit. 






:^ -V. 
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And a little before he mentions wh^ 
iPankled at the heart ; 

Sed videt ingratos^ intahefcUque videnda 
Succ^ffks homini«. 

t doubt not thefc men do very fincerc?ly la- 
ment the fucceffe^.^ven of their own coun- 
,try ; for I well remember the fevourite 
language they held a few years ago, ** Give 
*' the new minifter the reigns— r-he is equally 
♦* impraftieahle as impetuous — ip a very 
fhort time he muft annihilate his prefent 
credit with the public^ from the failure 
^' of every fchcme he adopt^.** ,Now Hiea- 
ven has given fuch glorious fuccefs to up- 
Tight intentions, and 'vv'eU-digefted * plans, 
while the reft of their countrymen are con- 
gratulating each other on all our noble 
^onquefts and real acquisitions of ftrength, 

. ^ In Enrofe, Cherbtmrf^j and BtlU-IJU \ in Afia^ 
Tondichif'yi in ^frica^ Senegal, and Goree; iTkAme^ 
9 tea. Beau Sejour^ Lcuijhourg^ Fort du ^e/nCy now 
Tittjhurg, GuadaluU, Scc, Niaga'a^ Tkondetogay 
Cro-uon Point f ^ueoec, Mont real, Dominico, and, to 
crown the whole, we may hope Martinico. Let n)e 
add the annihilation of the French marine and co{^- 
»inerce. All during Mr- Piti*^ miniftry. 

a4 
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ft 

thefe men, as well as our declared enemies, 
are found in forrow and tears. How pre- 
pofterous is fuch a conduft ? Yet did not 
fome of thefe very men execrate thofe as 
traitors to their country, who were not 
fired with rapture at the vidtory of CuUo- 
den ? a viftory as juftly dear to every 
friend of liberty as any our annals can 
boaft. 

But let us on the other hand exult, and 
rejoice to fee how greatly this country now 
figures in the unprejudiced judgment of 
foreigners, even of our enemies. The 
prime minifter of Spain tells Lord BriftoU 
That the Court of London was in the mofi 
fiourijlnng and mofi exalted Jituation it had 
ever known^ occajioned by the greatefi feries 
cf profperities that any Jingle nation had ever 
r.iet withj p. lo. Can we wonder after 
this, that fo much abufe, fuch grofs fcur- 
rility, on Mr. Pitt, appears in Fuentes^s 
papers ? Is it not the higheft panegyric ? 
I am perfuaded, had the direction of the 
Britifn counfels been fuffered to continue 
in thz fame hands^ t\vt xv^m^ o^ Put Wd. 
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ibon been as much dreaded at Madrid as 
it is at Paris ^ or as it is dear to his grate- 
ful countrymen. I fpeak with the honeft 
warmth and pride of an Englijhman^ who 
really feels with his fovereign the great and 
important fer vices * of Mr. P///, and glories 
in feeing his country recovered from the 
moft abjeft date of defpair to fuch a pitch 
of grandeur and importance, as to hold 
the firft rank among the powers oi Europe. 
The other report you mention, that 
the late minifter courted a war with Spain^ 
will receive as full a confutation from thefe 
papers. I fhall, from among many, pro- 
duce only two paflages, but too exprefs 
to admit the leaft fhadow of a doubt. 
The firft is from the conclufion of the 
EXTRACT of the only letter we have of Mr. 
Pitt's in this garbled coUeftion. After 
the infolent memorial of France relative to 
Spain was delivered here by M. de Bujfy^ 
little jhort of a declaration of a war in re- 
verjion^ and that not at a diftance^ Mr. Pitt 
writes to Lord Brijioly In cafe^ upon enter- 

* Vide London Goscctte ol 03 • \^> \i^\* 
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inginte remonftrance on this affair^ youJhaU 
perceive a difpofition in M. Wall fo explain 
cway anddifavcw the autborizaiimt ^Spaia 
So this offenfrot tranfa£Uon of France, and 

TO COME TO CATEGOmCAL AND SATISFAC- 
TORY DECLARATIONS RELATIVELY TO THE 
FINAL INTENTIONS OF SPAIN, yOUT Excck 

lency willy with readinefs andyour ufuaL ad- 
drefs^ adapt yourf elf to fo defirabka circtm- 
Jiance^ and will open to the Court of Madrid 
as handfome a retreat as may he^ in cafe yon 
perceive from the Spanifli nUnifier that they 
Jincerely wijh to find one^ and to remove^ hy 
en EFFECTUAL SATISFACTION, the Unfavou- 
rable impreffions which this memorial of 
France has jufily and unavoidally made on 
J he mind of his Majefiy^ p. 3, 4. Is this 
the language of a minifter who courts a 
^war ? Is it not the rcverfe ? Does he not 
honeftly point out the means of avoiding a 
war, yet with the dignity and i^irit beconi- 
ing a great power, which did not tremble 
at the haughty menaces of the Spaniard f 
The other paflage contains the tcfti- 
mony of the liarl o£ Egremont ; M, Wall 



\ 
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muft himfelf know that there has been apat^ 
ticular dtlkacy obferved^ in concerting our 
plans for military operations^ to ^uoid carry- 
ing hoftUities towards objtHs^ which might 
give the leajijealottfy or umbrage to the Court 
^ Spain 'y and therefore his Majefty canonfy 
confider fuch unjuft fuggejiions and groundlefs 
fufpicions^ as deftitute of probability as of 
proof as a mere pretext^ in cafe thatj eon-- 

trary to all good faith ^ and the moft fokmn 
repeated profejjions of friendly intentions^ the 
Court of Spain fhould have meditated or re- 
folved on hojiilities againft England, p. 3 1 *• 
I think it appears to demonftration, 
even from thefe papers^ that before the firft 
overtures oi Prance for the particular peace 
with England^ Spain had refolved, at a 
proper time, to take an efficient and openly 
hoftilc part agjunft us. Af. de Buffy^ in 
the memorial relative to Spain^ fo early as 
July 235 talks ^/the engagements^ which the 
one and the other Court may have taken prior 
to their reconciliation^ p. 4. Mr. Pitt!'^, 

• M, Wall vvjtudj hofw cautious *we had been to 
avoid attacking thofe pojjeffioni belonging to our entfmiiSf 
nvhicb hadanj conneSion cujitb tbe '^^"WK^^ t«rc\xw^' 
Lord Briftol*% letter, ?• 6-^, 
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letter of July 2 8, declares, The Duke de 
Choifeul avows the engagements with Spain, 
concerning our difputcs with that crown^ to 
have been takenbefore the first overtures 
of ¥rz,nct for the particular peace withEng- 
land. The firft overtures were dated the 
26th of March^ 1761*. Lord Briflol^ 
Aug. 31, gives an account of the cohver- 
fation he had with General Wall^ in which 
M. IVall declared, that M. Bujffs memorial 
was verbatim what had beenfent by order of 
the Catholic King to Verfailles, p. 6. -f In 
the fame letter, p. 1 1 . The ftrong avowd 
of a moft intimate cordiality between Spain 

* Vide Memoir e Hiftorique^ &c, publifhed by the 
Court of France. 

t In the paper of the 28th of Jugufl, Spain with 
htr ufual perfidy repeated in anfwer^ that fhe only 
CONSENTED that Ytdiixcc Jbould take this fiep, p. 15. 
This is of a piece with her veracity, when fhe fays, 
From a frejh proof of his pacific fpirit^ the King of 
Spain lurote to the King of France, his coufin, that if 
the union of interefi, in any manner retarded the peace 
ivith England, he consented tofeparate himfelffrom 
it, not to put AiiY OBST AC\.z to Jo grtat a happinefs^ 
p. 46. It is notorious in Fran'ce, that e'very ohfiacle 
pojfthle was put to it by the Spanijh miniftcr, in con- 
junction with the /w/^r/W, at Pir/r, and in reality 
Spain only wiftied not to be reputed an impediment 
to the ccnclufon rf a peace Letiwem'^w^'asL'^and'^X'ajK^.^ 

p . ^5. Another proof of Vvtx nwvavj tblvj \i^ Ss«». 

in p. 44. of this pamp\Aet» 
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and France contained in this loft produSlion 

of the Sp2LniOifecretary offtate has hurt me. 
This produdtion was the famous memorial 
of the 2 8th of Auguft^ which (with Lord 
Briftcrs letter of the 31ft, and an enclo- 

fure) was the laft paper Mr. Pitt ever 
received from the Covirt of Spain^ as ap- 
pears from the date of his refignation, 
October 5. ^he memorial which M. dq 
^xxSyprefentedtoMr.Yixx^ isaftep^ which 
his Catholic Majefty will not deiry has been 
taken with his full confent^ approbation^ and 
pleafure. Paper delivered to the Earl of 
Brijiol^ P- 13- which next holds out mu- 
tual affijlance^ as their union^ friendjhip^ 
and relationfhip require : then proceeds to 
a menacing parallel. It being grounded upon 
this J that if England faw that France at- 
tacked the dominions of SpBin^ particularly in 
America, ^^ would run immediately to her 
defence for her own conveniency^ as well as 
becaufefhe had^ equally with France, gua- 
rantied them : and concludes with a fimile 
of obliging delicacy betwixt crowned heads, 
with regard to our eftablifhment on the 
logwood coaft. Rari proccciiws ctnocvt^-j^ 
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for one to ccnfefs that he is gjme into the houfe 
of another^ to take away hisjewels^ and to fay ^ 
*' I will go out again^ hut firfi you fhall en- 
*' S^S^ ^^ i^"^^ ^^ Wi&tf/ / went to tahJ^ 
So much for becoming apologies^ ! p. 16* 
There is the greatefi harmony between the 
two Courts (France .aad Spain) p. 14. 
Particulatfy jSnce the King (of Spain) fmt 
your Excellency (the Conde de F^eiites) to 
that Court J {oi Ijoa^^m) pwistg the imoh 
tejiible grounds of our cowflaivts and jufk 
careSy and repeating that withota fatisfying 
them^ it is impofible to fix the good cfirref- 
pondence of the two unonarcbies^ iw the 
friendfinp of the twommarchs^ p. 59. The 
memorial itfclf prcfcnted by M. de Buffy^ 
July 22^ which was Veifbatim fcnt from 
Spain^ threatens a new war in Europe etnd 
America, if the differences of Spain with 
England are not adjt^d, of wbichy the 
French King fays, he fiyall he obliged to par^ 
take^ p. 4. And in p. 39. CntikSXdX ff^aU 
fays, lfn:>at other difcuffion of the matter of 

* This paper is ftiled by Spain^ a Memorial, p. 40; 
and coutains thoie ^ecommg apologies^ on the part of 
the Catholic Coart, mexivvotit^\tv^^i.n^\Jb i^^ra. 
tion of war. Afokgui ec^wtSV^ bcc^wun^wS. c«inivnC\«^\ 
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Mr iSJfuteSj than wiat has been agitaUd, 
during fo long a negociation ; whai other ex- 
pedients can be found to fave the honour and 
dignity 0f the two Kings^ that have not been 
pr^fedandexbaufied in a conteft of fix years ? 
And again, p. 40. A negociation fo fir ongfy 
difcuffcd that it has been reduced during 
your embajjf (Count de Fuentes's) to the laft 
TeSy or to the lafi No. In p. 60. What 
greater difcujion^ upon the points of our dif-^ 
putesy, can be made than that which has bee^ 
in fo long a negociation ? What expedients ' 
can be fatten upon now to fave the honour of 
the two Kings^ which in ^arguments and dif^ 
putes of fix years have not occurred ? Lord 
Briftoly Nov. 2, writes, / have lonc ob- 
ferved the jealoufy of Spain at the Britilh 
^onquefts *, and am now convincedy that th^ 
confcioufnefs of this country's naval inferio- 
rity has occajioned the -f soothjno j^EciAr^ 

^ It is important to know in what terinsy and at 
what time^ Spain firft manifefled this jealoufy ; as 
alfo in what terms, and at what time, ihe reneM^ed 
htxftale and inadmtfftble claim to the fijbery'^fyiyhich^ ML 
WailizyZt oU tjord Brtflol's inflruBiMs ladrua to A* 
<lare their cUtim to he, ^, Z'j. 

t In the London Gazstte of Saturday^ QS^et tcr^ 
iptt^ which firft announce '^x. Vvtt^%\^^'^«>S5s^, 
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RATION, fo repeatedly made^ of a defire to 
maintain harmony and friendjhip with Eng- 
land, p. 29. 

(the notice of which was purpofely omitted the pre- 
ceding Tuefiay, for reafons I will not now enter into), 
is an article dated Madrid^ September 4, A report 
halving been lately fp^ ead here^ upon the arrival of the 
laft Utters f rem France, as if there ivas reafon to op- 
prehtnd an immediate rupture beUween our Cou»t and 
that ofGrcsLt Britain ; ive urderfiand, that the Spanifh* 
minifirs, in a convcrjation tvhich thty had lattfy imtb 
the Earl of Briflol, Embajlador Extraordinary from his 
Britannic Majefty^ exprejfed their concern thereat^ and 
declared 'very e^pliMj i: his i^x.ellency^ that^ ON IHB.. 

PARI Of TH£;& COUHT, THCRE WAS NOT THE 
LEAST GROUND FOR ANY SUCH APPREHENSIONS, 

A6 THE Catholic King had, at no time, 

BEEN tlkORE INTENT UPON CULTIVATING A GOOD 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH E-NGLAND, THAN IN 
THE PRESENT CONJUNCTURE. 

General JVall^ in relation to this, declares, p- 38. 
/ do not remember any thing, at this time^ more particU' 
lar, than on an infinite number of other occajtons j neither 
do r myfelf comprehend the mot I've for heightening this. 
And again, p. 59. / do not remember hanging made it 
then in a more particular manner than at many other 
times, neither do I comprehend the motinjcs for their 
making fuch a point of it. The motives for the heigh- 
tening and making Juch a point of it, are well under- 
Aood at London, though not at Madrid, Mr. Fitt 
does not feem to have been the dupe of theCe Jbothing 
declarations, which were only the fame Lord Briftol 
had juft before given from M. Wall, in his letter of 
the 3 ift of Auguft, His CathcUc Majeftfs difpo/ition 
MKd trofejjions hdd in«uariatl) hwx tfcc /aw^, ami fiver e 
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, I believe I may even from thefe pre- 
mifes take it as proved beyond contradic- 
tion, that Spain had come to a final refo- 
lution, and only waited for fome favour- 
able events to throw oflf the made of de- 
ceit and treachery. The denouement 
quickly followed, though probably rather 
fooner than Spain herfelf intended. Lord 
Briftol explains the true reafons. In his 
letter of Sept. 2 1, which was received here 
0£f. 16, he fays, Amejfenger arrived at St. 
Ildephonfo laji weekj with the news of thi 
fafe arrival of the Flota in the Bay of Ca- 
diz, p. ij. In the letter of JViyy. 2. Two 
Jbips have lately arrived at Cadiz, with 
very extraordinary rich cargoes from the Weft 
Indies ; so that all the wealth that 
WAS expected from Spanish America 
IS NOW SAFE IN Old Spain, p. 29. And 
again, p. 3 5 . Eleven large fhips of the line^ 
now lying at Ferrol, are rigged^ manned^ 
and ready to put to fea at a fhort warnings 

e*ver meant to cement and culti<vate tJ^efriendJhipfo hap^ 
piiy /ubfiJJing betnveen our t<wo Courts, p. 1 1, Is it 
poilible to think the admiDiflration was deceived ? or 
did they mean to deceive the public ? 
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tcgetber Hfitb two frigatiSj one of which is 
iound to the South Seas, with cannon-balK 
powdery and many other imfiements of war. 
By advices from Barcelona / hear that two 
of the Catholic King^sjbips of war failed frm 
thence the end ofUfi months with two Urge 
Jhips undertheir convey^ loaded with 3500 
barrels of gunpowder^ 1500 bomb-jhellsy 
500 chejls of armsy and a confid^r able quan- 
tity of cannon-balls of different dimenfiow^ 
which cargo^ it is imagined^ is defiinedfor 
the Spanifli Well Indks. Mat^ more warr 
like ftores are ready to be Jhipped from Cgta^* 
Ionia. Five battalions of different regin%ents 
of infantry y and two fquadrons of dragoons^ 
are at Cadix, waiting their final orders to 
embark for Amcricar ^his corps makes in 
all about 3 600 men^ p. 35* Lord i%r^- 
mont fays. And his Majefty having after* 
wards y (that is, between the jjft of yfu-r 

guji^ and the i^xhoiOSfober^) received in- 
telligence, fear ce admitting a doubt ^ of troops 
marchings and of military preparations mak- 
ing in all the ports of Spain, judged that 
lis DIGNITY, as ^cK ai his frudence^ re- 
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quired him to oi'der his Embajfador at the 
Court of Madrid, hy a difpatch dated the 
iSth ^/Oftober, to demand, &c. p. 48. 

General fFall, thus prepared, at laft 
comes out of his intrenchments : for Spain 
no longer found her account in diJfembHng. 
She had already taken her part, and the 
old traffick of iJoords ahd foothing declara- 
tions was almoft at an end. On * Novem- 
ber 2, (eight -^ dzY^ before Lord Brijiol 
received the very firft difpatches J from 
the new miniftrjr in England). His Lord- 
fliip writes word of the furprizing change 
in General WalPs difcourfe, and an unlooked 
for alteratiofi of fentiments, and complains 

* This letter cannot be too much attended to» as 
It {lands immediately conneded with the Sfamjh pa- 
per or memorial of the 28th of Auguft^ is explana* 
tory of the real purport of it» and evidently lays the 
foundation of the rupture, which the new minillry 
have made with Spaiu. 

+ l^he nujfenger Ardouin ddi'vtredto me on the icth 
inftant^ at the Efcurial, the honour cf jiur Lord/hip's 
difpatches of the 2%thpafi^ P* 36. 

\ The new miniftry never received any anfwer to 
the» matter of thefe ^a^ difpatches of the 28th of 
Oclohfr, till the a4th of Decemhe* ^ a fortnight after 
the rupture. Lord Brifioit kUfci> Dec, \\, ^. s>- 

R 2 
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ef the haughty language now held iy this 
Court. M. H^aU declares the conduSi of 
England unwarrantahky for his Catholic 
Majefly never could obtain an anfwer to any 
memorial or paper — that we were intoxicated 
with our fucceffes — and that it was evident 
all we aimed at was, firfl to ruin the French 
power in order more eajily to crufh Spain, to, 
drive all the fuhjeSis of the Chrifiian King,, 
not only from their ifland-colonies in the new 
worldy but alfo to dejircy their feveral forts 
and fettlements upon the continent of North 
America, to have an eajier tajk in feizing 
on all the Spanifli dominions in thofe partSj 
thereby tofatisfy the utmofi of our ambition^ 
and to gratify our unbounded thirfl of con- 
queji ; and afterwards, that he would him-^ 
felf be the man to advife the King of Spain, 
Jince his dominions were to be overwhelmedy 
at leajt to have them feized with arms in his 
fubje£ls handsy and not to continue thepaffive 
viElim he had hitherto appeared to be in the 
eyes of the worlds p. 2 6, Now what new 
event, on the part of England^ fince the 
refignations^ Kad Yva^^txvtd to ^ive occa- 
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fion to fuch a furious, futile, and menacing 
declamation ? Lord Briftolv^ritcs indeed,' 
p. 64. fFbat bad occaftoned the great fer- 
mentation during that period at this Courts 
the effeSls of wbicby I felt from General 
WallV animated difcourfe at the Efcurialy 
was the notice having^ about that time, 
reached the Catholic King^ that the change 
which bad happened in the Englifh admini- 
firation^ was relative to meafures propofed 
to be taken againji this country : But furely, 
almoft in Lord Egremont^s own words, 
p. 32, ufed by Lord Briftol himfelf to 
General fyall^ the notoriety there was that 
every thing in the Royal Councils^ which 

eould tend towards the interruption of a 
friendly intelligence between our Courts (which 
his Majejiy was fo folicitous to maintain) 
bad alfo been avoided^ p. 62, with the con- 
fequential refignations^ muft have produced 
in found argument a direftly contrary ef- 
fect ; whereas the notice fent by his Lord- 
fliip of the Spanifh preparations, and his 
other reafonings, account very fiiUy for 
the General's animation at that titac. 

R3 
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I think the queftion then is reduced to 
this Ihort point. Does not the war with 
Spain, even in September, appear to have 
been unavoidable ? Moft evidently fo, from 
all the proofs contained in the foregoing 
pages, and even from what is given us of 
Lord Bri^oVs letters, in j: articular that of. 
Auguft 31, with the memorial ijiclofed, 
which was received here September 1 1, and 
was, to be fure, no fmall part of the 
ground, on which Lord Temple"^ and Mr, 
Pitt\ written advice of September 1 8 to re- 
call Lord Brijioly was fovinded. Every 
praftice of the moft civilized ftates, every 
formality prefcribed by the law of nations, 
every proceeding which the moft fcrupu- 
lous rules of good faith, could require, 
might have been obferved, and the nobleft 
opportunity of expeditioufly and glorioufly 
terminating both a French and a Spanijb 
war been feized, which is now irrecover- 
ably loft. The firmeft nerves of Spain^ 
and with them the laft hopes of France^ 
might foon have been withered, and the 
Britijh empire Vvav^ x^ct\Nt^ ^^-^^x^ ^rul 
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fflore important, acquifitions, than any it 
yet can boaft from the unparalleled, and 
dazzling fuccefles, even of this glorious 
«rar. 

Whoever confiders tlie fituation of Spain 
^unprepared as (he was at the time the 
written advice was given *) with refpeft . 
to her ports, her (hips of war in thofe 
jXMts, her colonies, her commerce, her 
own as well as the riches of France ojt 
board her (hips, can mevcr fufficiently la- 
ment thelofs of an autumnal campaign f.. 
If we add that the fleet of England was 3t 

• All adinices concur in proving that the ftate of 
Sfttm was at that time much tM iame as at th« 
breaking out of the war in I739« Tire city o/Mar 
nila mi^t ie ^wellfvppofid to ha've been in the fame dt*- . 
fenceU/s amdition witb M4ht otbtr S^txa^k fettlementi^ 
jufi at the breaking out of the ivar : That is to fay^ 
their fortifications negleSttd^ and in many places decayed % 
their cannon dijmmniedi Jr ufdefs^ by th$ motddering of 
their carriages ; their magazines, ivhether of military 
fibres or frovifion^ all empty ; their garrifons unpaids 
and conjeqmntly lArib iU-^Std^ and difpirited\ and 
the Royal ch^s in Peru, ^whence alone all thefe diforderi 
£Ould recei'Ve their ridrefs, dfained^o the 'very bottom. 
Anion's Voyage, quarto edition of 1746, p. 5. 

t Part of eke preparations fince made both \% 
Europe and Amirica, may be {^tx\ from Lord Brijiel'^^ 
Te/hmony, p. aj of tlda ^«GD:<gViVtx« 
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no time lb formidable, her feamen never 
fo full of fpirit, and flufli'd with repeated 
viftories, in Europe only upwards of x 40 
Ihips of war, in the other parts of the ' 
world above 100 more, we muft fink in 
amazement at our fupinenefs and negleft 
. of fo critical a period, after fo long tame- 
nefs under injuries. I will -add long tame- 
fiefs under injuries \ for I think the condud 
of Spain^ tven during the fix years nego- 
ciation, was fo grofsly partial to our pro- 
fefled enemies, as would have juftified any 
overt afts on the fide of England^ from 
every principle of juftice ; but motives of 
moderation and policy reftrained us. The 
afiair of the Antigallican was alone of fuch 
magnitude as to have called for reprifals 
againft a Court, which avowed fuch grofe 
partiality and injufliice, and committed 
fuch repeated afts of the higheft indignity. 
Not the leaft fatisfa6tion was ever offered, 
though often demanded. On the con. 
trary, it was followed by many flagrant 
ftfts of notorious violence, It is a known 

jfad, that both xhtW oi tl'^x^^\^^'^'«v^^k% 
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eftablifh'd cuftoms of all maritime ftates; 
have been violated by Spain in every one 
of her ports, from a declared partiality to 
the French. They were treated almoft as 
natural- born Spaniards^ though the Family 
CompaSt did not at that time fubfift, and 
the Englijh as enemies, though called 
friends, to whom the King of Spain was 
ever declaring much cordiality and re- 
gard. 

Ruinous indeed it may prove for this 
country, that the adminiftration, which 
for fo many years has continued unani- 
mous in carrying on the war in Germany^ 
UNANIMOUS likewife in rejeding the terms 
of peace offered by France^ fliould have 
differed in opinion (if indeed they did fo) 
with regard to the glaring duplicity, and 
hoftile intentions, of the Court of Spain ! 
It required, alas ! no great fcope of judg- 
ment, nor any deep fagacity, to difcover 
the real views ^ p. 24. of Spain^ and that 
the war with that power was inevitable. 
A truth which moft plainly appears from 
the very papers publifhcd to conceal it. 



The only queftioA tnoft evidently iru, 
iifhcther we (hould enter into it with ercry 
^vantage on our fide, or from wcakne6^ 
indecifion^ or a dekifive hope at bcft, givd 
to our determined enemy that time to pr&» 
pare, which it was^otorious fhe wanted^ 
lofe the feafon for aftion, and iacrifice to 
the imbecility of a few more laft wards three 
mofl important months, at the end of 
which we find ourfelves reduced to the ne- 
cefiity of breaking with Spain^ exa^Uy as 
we ought to have done {o long before. 
Whoever can now pride himfclf in the^r^- 
^ajlinating advice he gave to his fovereign, 
may he enjoy in full luflre that eminent 
glory of bis life ! If fuch are the ghrieSy, 
what miift the difgraces be ! I mean not td 
draw any uncandid pifturc of the prefent 
adminiftration : I am forry I muft fay that 
we have had too much experience of one 
part of them, and too little of the other* 
to be very fanguine. Two Secretaries of 
State, in thcfe dangerous times, be- 
come minifters by infpiration ! We have 
as little expcrienct oi i\\eicv^ ^^ \!csc^ Kave 
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of bufin€(s. In no department of the ftate, 
nor in parKament, has either held any 
rank or eftinfiatioii. But thefe defefts wiH 
be amply fupplied by the induftry and ex-* 
perience of a labcri&us gentleman^ who ha^ 
long paced in the trammels of the ft ate ^ with 
no ambition or (yvarice to gratify. A decla- 
ration the public has heard repeatedly from 
bimfelf He neither 

Ambitione maldy aut argenti pallet amore. 

HOR. 

But may the dignity of the crown, the ho- 
nour of his majefty, the glory of the na- 
tion, and the important acquifitions made 
during the late miniftry, be fafe in their 
hands ! Their hands have been ftrength- 
en^ in every manner they could a(k ot 
wifh ; and no oppodtion has been made 
to them ; unlefs it is call'd oppofition, to 
endeavour to preferve the confidence erf" 
our allies once boundlefs, and to keep up 
the high fpirit; of the nation under the 
enormous, but ncceflary^ burthens of the 
war. 
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ff 

In no truly Britijh quarrel, but in the 
caufe of our allies, the Spanijh marine was 
deftroyed by Sir George Byngy in 1 7 1 8, 
without any previous declaration of war. 
We were not, in confequence of that jftep, 
treated in Europe as an uncivilized nation, 
Ipurning at all laws, or as a neft of pi- 
rates -, but the policy and jj^/riV of the mea- 
fure was univerfally admired. As to the 
jujiice of fuch a proceeding, 1 determine 
nothing : I leave it to thofe ftate cafuifts 

who feized the French fhips before a de- 
claratipn of war *. The intereft of Great 
Britain was not then immediately concern- 
ed, as in the prefent cafe, but our allies 
wiflied, and obtained, our vigorous and 
effedlual lupport. By that decifive exer- 
tion of our ftrength, the conteft between 
the two nations was in efFeft finifhed al- 
moft as foQn as begun. The impartial 
public will judge for themfelves, how 
great the probability is, that the like fuc- 
cefs had followed meafuresf equally Ipi- 
rited^ preceded by a declaration of war ^ which 

* Vid. Mmoin Wfioriqut^^^* \1. kw\^v 
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in this cafe bad been founded on the clear eft 
principles of juftice and equity. I am at 
leaft certain no man of candour could have 
cenfured England as accelerating precipi- 
tately a war*y long refolved by Spain^ I 
muft fay, too long delayed by England. I 
rather fear /i^^ example oftbefpirit of tbe 
late meafures -}■ will be thought to be al- 
ready forgot ; and as thofe meafures were 
decried as too bold and daring, more fee- 
ble, more pufilanimous, leis encouraging 
to our real friends, lefs hoftile to our ene- 
mies, will be found to be adopted. In 
the prefent cafe. Lord Brifiol is ordered^ 
io early as July 28, to come to categorical 
and fatisfa£iory declarations relatively to th^ 
final intentions of Spain. Mr. PittV letter^ 
p. 3. to which Lord Briftol^ on the part 
of Sfain^ never returns either a catego- 
rical or satisfactory anfwer. The/»i 
genious General Wally through the whole 
negociation, appears refcrved and artful 

• Vid. th Diclariftian tf War againjt SiNun 
Jan, 2, 1762. < r~ > 

f Vid. UrdZgrtwat^ihttr^ p. ja. 
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at kaft, not to fay full of HpUdfy. At 
lafi General Wall replied^ He bad no orders 
to acquaint me with any meafttres but what 
be bad formerly communicated to me ; 4md 
Jignified bis not being at liberty to fey any 
more^ Nov. 2. p. 27. All tbat I could^ 
witb difficulty^ extort from General Wall 
'ivaSy tbat bis Catholic Majefiy bad judged it 
expedient to renew bis r amilt compacts 
( tbofe were tbe exprefs words) with the Mojt 
ChriftidH King — Here tbe Spanifh minijter 
Jioptfhorty andy as if be bad gone beyond 
wbat be intended^ be faid^ tbat tbe Count de 
Fuentes, and M. BufTy bad declared to bis 
Majefifs minijlers all that was meant to be 
communicated to tbem^ Nov. 2. p. 29. Cart 
any thing be imagined more contemptu-- 
ous, or more infolent ? But what follows 
is excellent Spanijb humour ; and the in- 
imitable Hogartb could, from thefe few 
lines, give us a moft diverting frontifpiece 
to the papers^ if adminiftration did not 
feem refolved no more to employ men of 
fuperior parts and genius. Lord Brijiol 
hySy I began to fiatter wjfeJf Imiibt obtain 
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fbe categorical an/wer^ I was ordered U) de^ 
mandj without the Spanifli mimfier^ s fuj^eSt*- 
imgmy ultimate orders. When I was going 
out of bis room^ he took fne by the handy and 

• 

faidy with a smile, he hoped ; hut there 
be flopped. I q/ked him what he hoped, 
that I might alfo HOPEy and that all might 
concur in the fame hopes : But his Excel- 
lency onfy then bowed^ and took bis leave of 
mCy p. 63» General If^all is too much of 
a Spaniard ever to laugh ; but hisfmiles arc 
very fignificant Lord Briftol declares, 
M. Wall ever ailed in too ingenuous a man- 
ner for me to fufpeEt the leaft duplicity in his 
conduit y p. 19. Now was he ever ingenu- 
ous and frank enough to communicate to 
Lord Brifioly the leaft article ofth^ family 
compallj or did he ever hint that fuch a 
thing was in agitation i From the Catholic 
King's very particular partiality towards 
Lord Briftol, p. 66. I fuppofe M. ff^all 
was ordered to fpare his LordAiip the 
concern (o aUrming a treaty muft have 
occafioned, and only, from ticpe to time, 
to ufe the foothing founds oi friendjbipy ho- 
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nour^ cordiality J ajffi£fionj &c.* &€• to fmili^ 
to bow J to take him by the bandy and to 
'—hope. What ? 1 know no nntore than 
the prefent minifby. 

Lord Brijiol feems totally uninformed 
of fo important an affair as thit family com- 
paSiy till long after that treaty was figned 
and ratified, aijd only. a few days* before 
he is told of it from England.. OSeker 28, 
Lord EgremiDnt writes to Lord Briftol : His 
Majefty cannot imagine that the Court of 
Sjpdin fbould think it unreafonable to dejire a 
communication of the treaty acknowledged 
to have been lately concluded between the 
Courts of Madrid ^nd Verfailles, '^. 21. 
When was this acknowledgment made ? 
Surely this relates to the ruptkre with 
Spain ? Yet not a line of this intelligence- 
is among the papers. 

By this trnie^ I think it muft appear 
how much lj#rd Sriftol^ though poilefled 
of real talents, was deceived by the Court 
of Spain ; a Court as infidious as that of 
France. Lfet me next remark, how dex-^ 

• Vide \u^ kutt o^ Nvu, X. 
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trous the new miniftry here were m§:n^ 
deavouring to deceive themfelves* In tfi? 
anfwer delivered to the Count de Fuentes^ 
by the Earl of Egremonti Dec. 31, it is .^ 
faid, The Embajfador at the Court of Ma-* 
dridj by a difpatch dated the 2S th of06ko- 
ber, was ordered to demand^ in terms the 
moft meafured^ however^ and the mojl ami-^ 
cable J a communication of the treaty recently 
concluded between the Courts of Madrid and 
Verfailles, or^ at leaji^ of thd articles which 
might relate to the intereji ^/ Great Britain — » 

and— 'TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITtt ASSUR- 
ANCES, in cafe the Catholic King offered to 
give any^ that the faid engagements did not 
contain any thing that was contrary to the 
friendjfip which fubjified between the two 
^ crowns^ or that was prejudicial to the inte- 
rejis^ of Great Britain, fuppofing that any 
difficulty was made offhewing th^eaty^ p. 4 8 . 
The new miniftry arc ## |k off from 
the true ground, which was the memo- 
rial of Spanifh affairs verbatim fent from 
. Madrid, and the letter of Lord Brijlol's 
of Juguji 31, with the enclofures; ancj 

S 
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have confined their view to the fingte point 
of the late treaty, or xht family compaH. 
Every thing relative to the final intentions 
of Spain^ concerning which Lord Briftol is 
ordered^ in Nfr. P/V/*s letter, fo- early as 
July i%y to come to categorical andfatisfac- 
iory declarations^ is omitted in this de« 
mand, and Lord Brifiol is ordered to 
confine himfelf to the new treaty. This 
I agree with Lofd Egremmt is certain- 
ly no eptivocal proof of dependance en 
the good faith of the Catholic Kingy in 
Jhewing him an unicmded confidence in fo 
important an affair^, p. 49 : How merited, 
we have feen from what pafled in the lat- 
ter months of the hegociation ; and in all 
pix)bability ftiould fee more glaringly, if 
the whole negociation^ fince the acceffion 
of his prefent Catholic Majefly, were com- 
municated to us. From that unbottnded 
confidence thS fnrt^ miniftry entirely loft 
fight of the moft ofFenfive and hoftiie mat- 
ter in the memorial of July 25, and the 
papers of Auguft 31, attacking the dignity 
of the crown oi England in a m^in^ forely 
far more unbecomm^ ^x^ \x&^rxc^ >Jw6si 
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that fpirit af haughtinefs and difcofd^ which^ 
fays M. fVall^ diilated that inconfideratt 
fief^ and which^ fer the misfertune of man- 
kind^ fiili reigns fo much in the Britifh go- 
vernment^ which made in the fame infiant 
the declaration of war^ and attacked the 
King of SpainV dignity^ p. 67. It is plain 
they were accommodating themfelves at 
any rate tamely to become the dupes of 
Spain ; for all they defired, by the dif- 
patchbf the 28 th of October ^ was an af- 
furance of the inmcence of the treaty in quef- 
tiony p. 23 ; and they paffed by every 
thing elfe, though of the moft hoftile ten- 
dency. Confcious of this. Lord Egremont^ 
at the end of his anfwer to the Conde de 
Fuentes, December 3 1 , pleads guilty for him- 
felf and his brother miniftcrs, to the charge 
that may be exhibited againft them of an 
intentionally facile and willing credulity, 
when he fays. But fortunately the terms in 
which the declaration* (Fuentes's) is con- 



» 



That the /aid treaty is only a con'ventton between 
the family of Bourbon, ^wbertin there is Mthing that 
has the kafi relation to the prefent <war. Fuenteis note 
delivered to Lord Egremont^ Dec, 25 . p. 46 

S 2 
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ceivedj /pare us the regret of not having re- 
ceived it fooner ; for it appears^ ^^ fi^fifig^U 
that the anfwer is not at all conformable to 
the demand. We wanted to he informed^ If 
the Court of Spain intended t$ join the 
French, our enemies ^ to make waronGrczx. 
Britain •, or to depart from their neutrality ? 
Whereas the anfwer concerns one treaty onfyj 
(all that was afk*d by the difpatch of the 
28 th oiO£lober^) which is f aid to be of the 
I S^h of Auguft ; carefully avoiding to fay 
the leajl word that could explain^ in any man- 
ner^ the intentions of Spain towards Great 
Britain, or the further engagements they may 
have contrasted in theprefent crifis. In the 
difpatch indeed of Lord Egremont to Lord 
Brijlol^ q{ November ig, in anfwer to Lord 
Brijlol's letter of November 2, p. 32, the 
new miniftry amend their own queftion, 
and at laft demand a precise and cate- 
gorical ANSWER from the Court of Ma- 
drid, relative to their intention with regard 
to Great Britain in this critical conjuncture^ 
which brought on the rupture on the i oth 
of December^ and is precifely what was 
dire6led by Mt. Pitt fo ^^x\^ •^^uV3 x%. 
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I cannot pafs by that other part of Lord 
Egremont'% anfwer delivered to the Count 
de Fuentes December 31, in which it is faid, 
the Embajfador (of England) having ad- 
drejfed himfelfto the minifter of Spzin for that 
purpofe^ could only draw from him a refufal^ 
to give a fatisfa£lory anfwer to his Majefifs 
JUST REQUISITIONS*, which hc had accom- 
panied with terms that breathed nothing but 
haughtinefs^ animojity^ and menace^ and 
which feemed fo ftrongly to verify the fufpi- 
cions of the unamicable difpojition of the Court 
of Spain, p. 49, without obferving that 
this cannot poflibly be the realftateof the 
faft, (though his Lordfhip but a few lines 
before fays, he will confine himfelf tofaSls, 
with the moji fcrupulous ex^nefs) for Lord 
Egremont receives no anfwer from Lord 

• The following paragraph of Lord BrifioVs Itt" 
ttr of Nov. 2, p. 25, dcmonftr^tcs that xhciejufire' 
quijttions were not made in confequence of any orders 
from the Court of England : Such Jironi reports of an 
approaching rupture hetiueen Great Britain and Spain « 
grounded upon federal authentic ajjfurances I had received^ 
that fame a't cement had been fettled and figned hitnueen 
their Catholic and Moft Chriftian Majeftiesy DETER- 
MINED MS to enquire minutelj into this affair. 

S3 
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Srijtol f to the orders to make the just 
!t£<yjfsiTiONS contained in his two dif- 
patches (of the 28th oiOSlober^ and 19th 

t It !s remarked in the Gazette of Madrid^ pub- 
liihed by aathority, in thefe words : Jnd <wbat is 
moreJiH^ulary is% that they attribute ths lafi endeavour^ 
<which they ordered Lo' d ^x'l^cX to makcy and fwhich 
iattjed I be rupture f to theloH^^ua^e of haughtinefs^ ani* 
mojityy and menace^ lAjith njohich (according to them) 
our Court an fvjered to the cfoil and ofnlcahle demand that 
minijttr made in ccp/equence (fay they) of an order of the 
zZth cf October. Unfortunately for them^ they ha^vt 
not conjidered that in an inter^alfrjm the zSth o/'0£lo- 
ber to the \ft tr id o/'Deccinber, the day ufon 'which 
Lord Briiloi'j lafi letter arri^ved, it is it^ojjible an ex- 
prefs can co?nefrom London to Madrid, return to Lon- 
don ivith an anf'wer to his d^patch^ and go back to 
Madrid itcith the reply. Gazette de Amfterdam Du 
Mardi 23 Fevrier 1762. De Madrid le 2 Fevrier 
1762. Par le meme courier, qui a apporte tu R<h 
]a nouvellc de la rcfoliltion priie a la cour Britanni^ 
de nous declarer la guerre, le Comte de Fuentes a 
cnvoye aS. M. un Menioirc remis a cct AmbafTa- 
deur avant Ton depart de Londre^ par le Comte 
d'Egrcmont, Secretaire d'Etat de S. M. Britannique, 
en rcponfc a la declaration que le Comte de Fueiiles 
lui avoit donne par &nt quelques jours auparavant. 
Ces deux pieces ont ete inferees, par ordre de notre 
cour, dans la Gazette de Madrid, avec les obferva- 
lions fuivantes fur le memoire delivre par le Comte 
• d'Egremont. — Et ce qu^il y a de plus Jtngulier, c\ft 
quails attrihuent la dernier e tentati*ve qu*on a fait fair e 
au Lord B' ijkU et qui a caufe la rupture^ au ton de 
^aufeury d^animoJiiCy ct ^de menace, a^vcc leqjdel (felon 
ei/x) not te cour a repondu aux demandes V^on-nUex tt am\- 
a^/es que ce minijire fit en ^trtu ( dijent-ils ) d^un wd-t* 
^u 2 8 Oiiobr€. Malheur cufcmtMt fcur eujc, x\i nt^ica 
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tyf N^vemier,) till the 24th oiDicemher^ a 
"fortnight after the rupture, which hap- 
pened on the loth. p. 41, & 43, except 
what I will now ftate, which is far from 
containing the repeated and the mofifting^ 

in^ refufals tp give the leaji fatisfaSlion^ 
p. 50. Extraft from Lord BriftoPs letter 
to the Earl of Egremvntj November 23, 
p. 37 : // will not he foffihle for me to re-dif- 
patch a mejfenger to England for feveral 
daySy notwithftanding nty having had another 
long conference with M. WaU, at which I 
entered minutefy- into^ every argument fuggeft^ 
ed to me by your Lordfhip, Although I dare 
not flatter myfelf with having gained any 
ground upon the ^panifli minifter^ yet Inevir 
before obferved his ■ ExceUency lifien with 
greater attention to my difcottrfe^ than at our 
late meeting. Wbm he anfwered m^ it was 
without warmth ; when be (Applied to me, it 
was friendly \ and, after longreafonings^ on 

point fait attention qm^ dans un inierp^ corn^ a/iti 
nfu zB du dit mots au \fx ou 2. d0 Detembre^jour auauel 
arri*va le dernier courier' du Lord Brifid^ il eft impoffihle 
qu^on exfres vienne de Londres. i ^indridf retourne a 
Londres a'vec la reponfe aj$ defeche^ e$ re*vientu fi ilf^- 
^rid a'uec la refU^ue% ^ 

S 4 
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hothfiies^ we parted with reciprocal prth- 
tejiations to each other of our eameft defire 
to continue in peace. General Wall alfo 
promifed me^ to acquaint his Catholic Ma-- 
iejly^ circumftantially^ with what hadpajfed 
between us. I entreat your Lordjhip not to 
think me inconfequential in what I relate : It 
is my duty to mention the refult of each in- 
terview with the Spanifh fecretary of fiat e. 
All Ifent an account of in my letters of the 
2d infianty was literally what had happened 
at that time y and . the change I have jufi 
hinted J when I kifi faw M. Wall, is equally 
certain. 

I will obferve but upon one paflage 

more, and that is from Lord Egremonfs 

difpatch of November 19, becaufe when 

he is drove to the neceflity of defending 

the proceedings of the prefent miniftry, 

he gives (whaVpoflibly was not his objeft) 

the fiilleft juftification of Mr. Pitt. As to 

the affertion of that minifter (M. Wall) 

*' That his Catholic Majefty never could 

^:'. obtain an anfwet from the Britifh mini- 

^* flry, to any memotvAox ^"zc^^x \^^\.^«^ 

^ icnt from Spatn^ e\x5cvtx Vj xJcvs. Owb^v^^X 
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.*^ of the Count de Fuentes, or through 
*' your hands/* // would be a ufelefs con^ 
defcenfton to appeal fo repeatedly to thofi 
ample materials in your Excellency'* spojfeffton^ 
for the confutation of a propojiticn fo no tori- 
oufly gromdlefs^ that it fiarc.e deferves a fe- 
rious anfwer. The language M. Wall held^ 
relative to the late negociation with France, 
as well as with regard to our ambition and 
unbounded thirft of conquejl^ . as it confijls'of 
mere abufive affertion^ without the leaftfljew 
of argument^ deferves nothing but plain con- 
tradi£liony p. 31. 

Before I quit the papers^ it may be ne- 
/ceffary to add, that I fee nothing fo alarm- 
ing in the war with Spain^ had it been 
entered into in time, and were well con- 
dufted. I hav^ read the hiftories of both 
nations, and am happy to agree with our 

minifters that experience has Jhewn that 
when in contradiilio^ to the obvious princi^ 
pies of our common interefts^ that harmowf 
has been unhappily interrupted^ Spain has 
always been the great eft fufferer^ p. 2i# 
Need I do more in iuj^tixx. ^^ ^iwNs. ^%gcsi«s^ 
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than mention the late war againft the com- 
bined forces of France and Spain, united 
before the French marine was annihilated, 
as it now is ; and at a period, when the 
navy of England had not reached its pre- 
fent greatnefs, arid irrefiftible fupcriority ? 
The evidence to be drawn from thefe 
imperfeft and mtitilated papers, is now 
fully and fairly ftated. I call them im- 
perfeSl and mutilated^ bccaufe they hive 
their commencement, only from the very 
point, when the long negociation between 
England and Spain being become hopelefe, 
the infolent attempt was made by the two 
brandies of the Houfe of Bourhn^ then 
united, to force on his Majefty and the 
Engli/h nation, the conceffion of thofc in- 
admiflible terms, which Spain alone de- 
fpaircd of being able to compel us to grant. 
An attempt of infidious perfidy, which at 
once proved the particular peace betwixt 
England and France to be hopelefs and 
impradkicable ; for what ccffions to Frana 
could an Englijh adminiftration be juftified 
in making, v^Viik ft^^ ^^^\^^ VNR.'sfelf 



eventually engaged to take part with 
Spain in a new war for Spanijh objcfts, to- 
tally inadmiffible ; from which proteft it 
doth not appear that either Court ever de- 
parted ? The fpecious and falfe appear- 
ances of candour, which the publication of 
papers in fuch a date is meant to convey, 
are as eafily feen thro' and detefted, as 
they are unfair and ungenerous. A great 
deal of very important intelligence, rela- 
tive to the point in queftion, is plainly 
withheld. The fufpicions arifing from the 
fuppreflion of evidence are, no doubt, in 
the opinion of government, more tolerable 
than the conviftion founded upon full 
proof. Even the particulars of the nego- 
ciathn with France are ftill fecreted from 
the public, as far as it is in the power of 
our governme7it ; left, among other good 
reafons, as it ftands naturally conncftcd 
with the Spamjh^ they might, if confidered 
together, throw too ftriking a light on 
the whole. The infinite importance of 
v/hat is fuppreffed, I do not pretend to 
determine ; but the "^a/^^i ^.t^ ^N\2^^\:cieJi 
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thus partially laid before the pubUc by 
adminiftration, to juftify, ifpoflible, their 
.delay: with. what fuccefs the public will 
determine. As to the wifdom of the writ- 
ten advice^ it ftands already proved by the 
event : but before we can enter fully into 
that difpute (if there can be ftill a doubt) 
all the materials, alltht evidence, both 
from papers and falfSy on which that ad- 
w^ was founded, ought, in common juf- 
tice, to be laid before .the public. From 
what we already know with certainty, even 
from thefe papers^ as to what Spain bad 
already done^ not from what that Court 
might further intend to do *, I cannot but 
own my furprize, that there fhould be a 
difference of opinion with regard to meafurcs 
to be taken againji Spain, of the higheJUm- 
portance to the honour of the crown^ and to 
the 77wjl effential national inter ejis *. When 
I am told that only one noble Lord, and 
the late Secretary of State, of the molt 
confidential fervant3 of the crown, con- 

* Fii/e A Ictxcr from «l'Ki^\.'^\^ts. ^^^c^tv ^ 
in the city. 
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curred in an opinion fo evident, fo clearly 
deduced from fuch a variety of proofs, I 
cannot but imagine that there muft have 
been fome powerful combination, ' fome 
underhand intrigues, among mininfters of 
more denominations than one, to force the 
rf Agnation of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
tJe muft long have been locked upon with 
an unfriendly and jealous eye by minifters, 
to whom it is his honour that he was fo 
very unlike ; and who, though real una- 
nimity attended it in the nation, could ill 
brook his poffefling in fo high a degree, 
^(what they never had the leaft fhare of) the 
confidence of a difcerning and enlightened 
people. A point of the utmoft* confe- 
quence to every miniftry, in this kingdom. 
The glories of this gentleman's adminiftra- 
tion, (that is, while he was allowed to 
guide * the meafures of this nation) and the 

♦ If one xninifter on rejigning the feds may not, in 
the true fpirit of the conmcutlon, fay that he redgns, 
in order not to remain refponfible fir meafures^ tohich ht 
<was no longer allowed to ^uide in his own department, 
to the execution of which he muft fet his hand ; what 
an idea of parliament and of the conditution mufl an 
other have entefc^ed, who could, jufl before taking 
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applaufes of his grateful country, have 
given him at Icaft a due portion of envj^ 
which is a certain attendant on iplendid 
merit. * 

Sure Fate of all, beneath whofe rifing jay, 
Each ftar of meaner merit fades away ! 
Opprefs'd we feel the beam diredtiy beat ; 
Thofc Suns ofGlory pleafe not till they fet, 

Pope. 

That only two refignations have accompa- 
nied that of the late Secretary, is no fur- 
prize to me. 

Je fuis Anglois^ jc dois faire le hi en 
De man pays^ mats plus encore le ynierty 

the Teals, write the following circular letter, not yet 
U^verfifady or he-ncted? 

*« S I R, 

*• The King has declared his initeiition to make 
<* me Secretary of State, and 1 (very unworthy as I 
** fear I am of fuch an undertaking) mufi.iake the 
*< ccnduSt of the Hottfe of Commons, { cannot therc- 
« fore \yell accept the office till after the firft day's 
<» debate,, which may be a warm one. A great at- 
■« tendance that day of my friends will be of the 
" greateft confequence to my future fituation, and I 
" fhould be extremely happy, if you would, for that 
«« reafcn, fhcwyourfeif amongft them, to the great 
«* iionour of, 55c. 
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fays VoUatre^ who Uvcd a good while in 
this country, and feems to know it pretty 
well. 

From thefc few and fcanty materials, fo 
fparingly dealt out to the public, I have 
endeavoured to give you all the fatisfao- 
tion in my power, I could poflibly have 
amufed you more, but I have all along 
preferred the defire of informing to that of 
entertaining you. Perhaps you had been 
better pleafed, if I had deviated more, and 
had not confined myfelf fo ftriftly to the 
evidence of the ^^/>^r J, and tofaSfs which 
will not be denied. 

To conclude. Let me add to hopes not 
very fanguine, very fincere and very fer- 
vent wifhes : May the mofiperfeSl barmonyy 
mutual confidence^ and unanimity^ wbicb^ 
Lord Egremont^ OSlober 28, fays, p. 23, 
now reign in his Majefty^s councils^ for the 
fake of the public, long continue ! May 
the expedition now failed to the Weft-In- 
dies prove, by fuccefs, to have been timely 
in preparation, adequate in force, to the 
objeft, whatever it may be ! May our 
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anny in Gemianf *, (fince it is ftill to con- 
tinue there, though Mr. Pitt is retired,) 
and the Kings of Vrnjjia and Portugal find 
that example has indeed been taken of the 
fpirit of the late lijcafures'^^ P- ^3- and//?^/ 
themeafures of governnicyit tvill fnffer no re- 
laxation^ p. 2 2. from feeble, procrallinat- 
ing,. and undecided counfels, founded in 
wcaknefs and duplicity. And, to grace 
'die whole, may the beft-dilpofed prince, 
that has at any time fwayed tlic fceptre of 
Alfred^ never live to want a minifter as 
able, and fuccefsful as Mr. Pitt. 

I am, &c. 

\ *• It is confidently afTcrted in honour of the Se- 
cretary of State of the Northern department, that 
Af mmvi/c did immediately on Mr. Piti's reiignation 
give die ilrongeil afTuranccs to the German allies, 
tbat the-refii^Ration of tha; min llcr would not occa- 
fion the lealt change in meafures, except only thac 
thry would be carried on with redoubled vigour. 
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